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WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  the  Year  1906. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Administrative  County. 

Part  I.  contains  the  general  statistics  for  the  whole  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and 
combined  Rural  Districts  respectively,  and  comparative  figures  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
Rural  England  and  Wales.  As  in  previous  years,  I  have  given  a  short  review  of  the  statistics  and  the 
health  and  sanitary  progress  of  the  County,  based  in  some  measure  upon  the  Annual  Reports  received 
from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  also  upon  my  own  observations  during  my  periodical  inspections 
of  the  County. 

As  in  my  previous  reports,  in  Part  II.  and  Part  III.,  I  have  made  a  special  summary  of  each  of  the 
Reports  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively. 

Of  the  32  Reports  presented,  12  of  the  Urban  and  all  of  the  Rural  were  printed  in  book  or  pamphlet 
form  ;  1  of  the  Urban  was  sent  in  type- written  form,  a  great  improvement  upon  former  years,  when  the 
majority  were  in  manuscript,  and  had  little  chance  of  receiving  the  consideration  necessary  for  such 
important  communications.  Below  I  give  a  table  showing  the  date  when  each  report  was  received, 
whether  printed  or  manuscript,  and  moieties  of  salaries  of  Medical  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 
payable  by  the  County  Council. 
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Urban  Districts. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Census 

1901. 

Moiety  of  Salary 
payable  by 
County  Council. 

Date  on  which 
Report  was  received. 

Printed  or 
Otherwise. 

Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

Inspector 

of 

Nuisances 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

a. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

,  ,  , 

1,990 

4,514 

15 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

13  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Caine 

•  •  • 

356 

3.457 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

11  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Chippenham 

•  .  • 

361 

5,074 

12 

10 

0 

30 

0 

0 

5  March,  1907 

printed 

Devizes 

•  •  • 

906 

6,532 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

4  May,  1907 

printed 

Malmesbury 

178 

2,854 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

26  April,  1907  ...| 

printed 

Marlborough 

•  •  . 

598 

3,887 

15 

10 

0 

17 

10 

0 

23  February,  1907... 

printed 

Melksham 

476 

2,450 

12 

10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

6  February,  1907... 

printed 

Salisbury 

•  •  • 

600 

17,117 

42 

10 

0 

60 

0 

0 

14  February,  1907... 

printed 

Swindon 

•  •  . 

4,265 

45,006 

100 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

2  May,  1907 

printed 

Trowbridge 

•  •  . 

2,126 

11,526 

30 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

6  March,  1307 

printed 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

6,564 

5,547 

15 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

12  March,  1907 

printed 

Westbury 

•  •  • 

3,599 

3,305 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

6  May,  1907 

printed 

Wilton 

... 

1,915 

2,203 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

31  January,  1907  ... 

typewritten 

313 

15 

0 

382 

10 

0 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury 

•  •  • 

63,453 

8,268 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

11  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Bradford-on- Avon 

•  •  • 

16,698 

5,071 

20 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

14  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Caine 

•  •  • 

28,968 

4,614 

25 

0 

0 

42 

10 

0 

11  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Chippenham 

•  •  . 

58,606 

17,885 

56 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

5  March,  1907 

printed 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

46,734 

11,357 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

2  March,  1907  ... 

printed 

Devizes 

•  .  . 

61,856 

13,070 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

19  February,  1907... 

printed 

Highworth 

•  •  . 

49,721 

14,279 

50 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

27  May,  1907 

printed 

Malmesbury 

•  .  • 

58,357 

9,822 

35 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

6  March,  1907 

printed 

Marlborough 

•  •  . 

43,795 

4,571 

15 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

6  March,  1907 

printed 

Melksham 

•  •  • 

13,777 

4,440 

25 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

8  March,  1907 

printed 

Mere 

•  •  • 

32,309 

5,210 

15 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

5  March,  1907 

printed 

Pewsey 

.  .  • 

75,219 

11,211 

1  February,  1907... 

printed 

Bamsbury 

•  •  . 

51,614 

7,094 

13 

8 

5 

32 

10 

0 

16  April,  1907 

printed 

Salisbury 

•  •  . 

58,112 

12,860 

40 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

18  February,  1907... 

printed 

Tisbury 

.  .  . 

43,562 

7,714 

25 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

20  February,  1907... 

printed 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

51,894 

6.234 

30 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

12  March,  1907 

printed 

Westbury  and  Wliorwellsdown 

27,935 

6,399 

25 

0 

0 

22 

10 

0 

j  6  May,  1907 

printed 

Wilton 

.  .  . 

54,290 

7,467 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

23  February,  1907... 

printed 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

... 

3,271 

356 

1 

17 

9 

1 

11 

6 

6  May,  1907 

printed 

511 

6 

2 

582 

1 

6 
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None  of  the  Medical  Officers  devote  their  whole  time  to  such  duties,  and  in  the  Urban  Districts  only 
Swindon  and  Salisbury  have  “  whole  time  ”  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  ;  in  the  Rural  Districts  High  worth 
only  has  a  “  whole  time  ”  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

During  the  year  Mr,  Pinniger,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  acted  as  “  whole  time  ”  Inspector  to 
the  Hungerford  and  Ramsbury  Rural  Districts,  died,  and  a  new  Inspector  has  been  appointed  wTho  has 
to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  Ramsbury  District  as  Surveyor  and  Inspector.  The  Local 
Government  Board  has  given  its  provisional  consent  to  this. 

The  Local  Government  Board  sent  one  of  its  Inspectors,  Dr.  St.  George  Mivart,  to  the  Chippenham 
Rural  District.  Unfortunately  his  report  has  not  been  printed,  but  it  was  evidently  of  such  a  character 
as  to  justify  the  Local  Government  Board  in  refusing  to  consent  to  the  re-appointment  of  a  “  part  time  ” 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  at  last  consented  to  the  appointment  for  a  period  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Pewsey  Rural  District,  but  has  insisted  upon  the 
latter  relinquishing  some  of  the  offices  previously  held  by  him. 

The  Trowbridge  Urban  Council  has  so  far  refused  to  act  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  appoint  a  ‘‘whole  time  ”  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  in  consequence  a  moiety  of 
the  salary  is  not  payable  by  the  County  Council.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  an  officer  has  not 
been  appointed  as  I  know  of  no  town  in  the  County  where  it  is  so  urgently  needed.  Great  sanitary 


improvements  were  effected  by  the  late  Officer,  and  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  The  town  contains  a, 
quantity  of  dilapidated  insanitary  property,  inhabited  by  the  usual  class  of  persons  who  gravitate  to  such 
places,  and  who  require  constant  supervision.  Besides  there  are  several  Bacon  Curing  Establishments 
and  other  places  where  food  is  prepared  for  the  use  of  man  that  require  constant  supervision  of  a 
character  that  an  unqualified  “  part  time  ”  officer  is  unable  to  give. 

The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  “  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts  Amendment  Bill  ”  in  its  Special  Report  recently  issued  says  : — 

“  Numbers  of  cottages  are  owned  by  persons  who  are  punctual  in  demanding  their  rents,  but  da 
“  not  exercise  a  corresponding  responsibility  in  keeping  the  cottages  in  repair.  Neglect  leads  to 
“insanitary  dilapidation,  which,  unchecked  by  the  Local  Authority,  leads  to  the  creation  of  village 
“  slums.  The  effect  is  two-fold  :  It  drives  the  better  class  tenants  to  the  towns,  and  degrades  those 
“  who  remain.  When  the  owners  of  village  slum  property  find  it  a  profitable  investment  there  is  a 
“  strong  disinclination  to  attract  attention  to  the  need  for  more  or  better  cottages,  as,  in  the  event  of 
“  of  these  being  provided,  the  cottages  would  become  unoccupied.  On  many  Eural  District  Councils 
“  members  may  be  found  who  are  interested  in  property  of  this  character. 

“  The  above  conditions,  which  are  prevalent  throughout  the  country,  are  sufficient  reasons  for 
“  vigilant  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authority.  The  insanitary,  and  indeed  deplorable  condition 
“  of  much  of  the  existing  cottage  property  at  the  present  moment  must  be  attributed  to  the  perfunctory 
“administration  of  the  ample  powers  those  authorities  possess  under  the  Sanitary  Acts  and  Part  II.  of 
“  the  Housing  Act.  Some  witnesses  have  told  the  Committee  that  there  is  practically  no  inspection  in 
“  rural  districts,  others  that  more  inspection  is  needed.  To  such  lengths  has  non-administration  gone 
“  that  many  witnesses  have  lost  all  faith  in  this  branch  of  local  government,  and  have  urgently 
“  advocated  the  transfer  of  these  powers  to  the  Local  Government  Board  or  some  larger  and  more 
“  central  body. 

“  The  conditions  surrounding  the  appointment  of  the  executive  officers  concerned  have  already 
“  been  described.  There  is  a  natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  Inspector  to  avoid 
“friction  with  the  appointing  authority,  and  a  consequent  reluctance  to  set  the  law  in  motion  against 
“those  whose  disapproval  of  an  officer’s  act  might  lead  to  unpleasant  relations,  if  not  to  failure  to 
“  secure  reappointment.  Consequently  the  attitude  of  the  District  Council  towards  sanitary  and  housing 
“  matters  is  reflected  in  the  lack  of  zeal  or  activity  on  the  part  of  the  officers.  In  this  connection  the 
“Committee  consider  that  the  Local  Government  Board’s  memorandum  respecting  the  annual  reports 
“  from  the  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  is  too  indefinite.  They  also  think  that  wherever  these 
“  reports  indicate  slackness  or  apathy  the  matter  should  be  followed  up  by  insisting  upon  reports  of  a 
“  more  satisfactory  character.  As  it  is,  it  would  appear  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  for  the 
“  most  part  accepted  anything  that  may  have  been  sent  in. 

“  More  than  one  witness  has  urged  by  way  of  excuse  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officers  and  their 
“  Councils  that  the  reluctance  to  condemn  insanitary  property  was  due  to  the  fact  that  sufficient 
“  accommodation  was  not  available,  that  the  procedure  was  complicated,  that  it  would  only  accentuate 
“  the  evil,  and  that  building  by  the  Council  was  out  of  the  question  because  of  the  loss  that  would  be 
“incurred.  The  only  alternative  that  appeared  to  present  itself  was  either  to  render  the  inmates 
“  homeless,  or  to  allow  them  to  live  in  4  surroundings  responsible  for  much  misery.’ 

“This  contention,  however,  loses  its  force  in  view  of  the  absence  of  any  effort  at  adequate 
“inspection.  Nuisances  may  be  suppressed,  and  defects  made  good  as  they  occur,  without  any 
“  question  of  demolition  arising  at  all.  If  Medical  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  had  carried 
“out  the  existing  law  in  bringing  the  facts  before  the  owners  from  time  to  time  by  notices  and 
“  summonses,  much  could  have  been  done  to  prevent  houses  getting  into  a  state  of  disrepair.  By  strict 
“supervision  houses  gradually  falling  into  insanitary  condition  might,  at  slight  cost,  be  made  habitable 
“  in  the  early  stages.  This  in  turn  would  pay  the  owners  of  the  property,  because  repairs  carried  out 
“regularly  can  be  done  at  small  cost,  whereas  neglect  entails  considerable  outlay  at  the  best,  'and  the 
“  demolition  order  at  the  worst. 

“  In  submitting  proposals  for  dealing  with  the  conditions  described,  the  Committee  have  to  record 
“  their  conviction  that  the  evil  is  of  a  widespread  and  fundamental  character,  and  that  if  any  real 
“  improvement  is  to  be  effected,  it  can  only  be  by  drastic  change  in  the  character  and  administration  of 
“the  law.  By  section  6  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1900,  a  County  Council  is  already 
“empowered,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  transfer  to  itself  the  administration  of  Part  III.  of  the 
“Principal  Act,  where  it  is  satisfied  that  a  District  Council  is  in  default.  The  Committee,  however, 
“  believe  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  failure  of  Rural  District  Councils  in  putting  into  operation 
“their  powers  to  build  new  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890,  their  failure  on  the  whole  to  deal 
“  with  the  condition  of  existing  houses  by  proper  inspection  and  administration  of  the  law  is  even 
“  more  difficult  to  justify. 

“The  Committee,  therefore,  have  to  recommend  that  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  and 
“  Housing  Law  should  be  transferred  to  the  County  Council,  leaving,  however,  to  the  Rural  District 
“  Council  the  power  to  exercise,  if  it  thinks  fit,  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890,  concurrently  with 
“  the  County  Council. 

“  It  now  remains  to  set  out  more  specifically  the  reasons — to  the  minds  of  the  Committee 
“  irresistible — that  have  led  to  these  conclusions. 
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“  Experience  lias  shown  that  sanitary  powers  cannot  be  entrusted  to  comparatively  small  local 
“bodies  whose  members  may  be  tempted  to  oppose  reforms  for  fear  of  increasing  their  own  rates. 
“  Some  of  these  members  may  be  owners  of  cottage  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  builders  or 
“  agents  having  a  direct  interest  in  putting  restraint  on  the  administration  of  the  existing  law. 

“  Further  evidence  of  a  convincing  character  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  the 
“  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  recently  issued,  on  the  general  sanitary 
circumstances  and  administration  of  a  number  of  rural  districts. 

“  The  Committee  consider  that  the  sanitary  condition  and  housing  of  a  district  can  best  be  looked 
“  after  by  a  more  powerful  authority  having  duties  sufficiently  important  to  attract  men  of  education 
“  and  ability,  able  to  discount  any  harmful  results  of  local  influences,  and  aided  in  their  administrative 
“  work  by  competent  permanent  officials,  to  whom  a  sufficient  salary  can  be  paid  to  demand  their 
“  exclusive  attention.  The  addition  of  duties  of  this  character  will  tend  increasingly  to  attract  more 
“candidates  to  County  Council  elections,  whilst  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  authorities,  or  rather 
“  the  centralising  of  important  public  work  in  one  large  county  authority,  will  do  much  to  overcome 
“  that  apathy  which  now  exists  at  the  polls. 

“  The  Committee  are  strengthened  in  their  opinion  that  the  County  Council  is  the  proper  unit  for 
“  the  exercise  of  this  work  by  the  whole  trend  of  modern  local  government  in  other  branches  of 
“  municipal  service,  namely,  in  withdrawing  powers  from  the  control  of  small  independent  bodies,  and 
“transferring  them  to  bodies  representative  of  larger  areas,  covering  a  wider  field  of  taxation  and 
“securing  greater  uniformity  and  efficiency.  This  tendency  to  centralisation  naturally  follows  from 
“  the  constant  increase  in  locomotive  facilities,  which  has  had  the  inevitable  result  of  diminishing  the 
“  area  ;  for  the  real  measure  of  distance  is  time  rather  than  mileage.” 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICTS. 

Among  the  duties  cast  upon  Sanitary  Authorities  are  the  following  ; — To  cause  an  inspection  of 
their  districts  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist  calling  for 
abatement  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1875  (Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  92). 

To  put  in  force  as  occasion  may  require  the  powers  with  which  they  are  invested  so  as  to  secure 
the  proper  sanitary  condition  of  all  premises  within  the  area  under  their  control  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1885,  Sec.  7). 

I  attach  very  great  importance  to  the  periodical  inspection  of  their  districts  by  the  Inspectors. 
Our  aim  should  be  to  secure  that  an  insanitary  condition  shall  be  discovered  as  early  as  possible,  and 
before  it  may  have  had  time  to  do  much  mischief. 

The  remarks  about  the  annual  reports  which  I  made  last  year  still  hold  good  ;  some  of  them  are  very 

good,  others  are  practically  valueless.  Some  few  of  the  reports  give  evidence  of  great  care  and  skill  in 

their  compilation,  whilst  others  are  of  the  barest  possible  description  and  give  little  information  that  is  of 
any  value  for  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  sanitary  condition  and  progress  of  the  district,  and  cannot  be 
said  to  give  the  information  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  Article  18  (Section  14)  of  the 
Board’s  Order  of  March,  1891,  specifies  the  information  to  be  contained  in  the  Annual  Report. 

It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  Summary  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
cannot  be  issued  earlier,  but  it  is  quite  impossible  under  present  conditions.  Until  the  whole  of  the 

reports  have  been  received  the  statistics  for  the  whole  county  cannot  be  prepared. 

Special  Reports. 

A  number  of  Special  Reports  were  received  ;  a  considerable  number  still  fail  to  reach  the  County 
Council.  This  more  especially  refers  to  the  important  subject  of  closing  of  houses  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  of  school  closure  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Area  and  Population. 

During  the  year  1906  there  were  no  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Districts  within  the 
Administrative  County. 

The  Ancient  or  Geographical  County  of  Wilts  contains  879,948  statute  acres.  The  population  at 
the  Census  of  1801  was  188,820  ;  at  the  Census  of  1901  it  was  273,869.  The  Administrative  County 
contains  an  area  of  864,105  statute  acres  with  an  enumerated  population  at  the  1901  Census  of  271,894. 
The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1906  is  estimated  at  275,698  ;  of 
these  122,590  are  in  Urban  Districts,  and  153,103  in  Rural  Districts. 

The  estimated  populations  for  1906  are  arrived  at  by  various  methods.  That  of  the  Registrar 
General  is,  by  comparison  of  the  Census  Returns  for  1891  and  1901,  to  determine  the  rate  of  increase  or 
decrease  during  that  period,  and  to  suppose  that  rate  of  increase  or  decrease  to  have  continued  for 
5}  years  to  the  middle  of  1906. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Inhabited  .Houses  and  Population  at  the  Census  of  1891  and  1901 
in  the  Administrative  County,  and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wilts  : — 


Increase  or 

decrease  of 

Increase  or  decrease  of 

Inhabited  houses 

inhabited  houses 

Population 

population  between 

between  1891  and  1901 

1891  and  1901 

1891 

1901 

Increase 

Decrease 

1891 

1901 

Increase 

Decrease 

WILTSHIRE 

56912 

60716 

3804 

•  • 

!  262551 

271394 

8843 

*  • 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

1150 

1119 

.. 

31 

4943 

4514 

429 

Caine 

751 

812 

61 

3495 

3457 

38 

Chippenham 

985 

1101 

116 

4618 

5074 

456 

9  9 

Devizes 

1385 

1431 

46 

6426 

6532 

106 

9  9 

Malmesbury 

695 

687 

•  • 

8 

2946 

2854 

9  9 

110 

Marlborough 

618 

623 

5 

3012 

3046 

34 

Melksham  . . 

492 

579 

87 

2078 

2450 

372 

Salisbury  .. 

3222 

3652 

430 

15533 

17117 

1584 

9  9 

Swindon  . . 

5852 

9240 

3388 

33001 

45006 

12005 

9  9 

Trowbridge 

2722 

2817 

95 

12046 

11526 

9  • 

520 

Warminster 

1253 

1264 

11 

5563 

5547 

9  9 

16 

Westbury  . . 

1072 

802 

•  • 

270 

3341 

3305 

9  9 

36 

Wilton 

480 

518 

38 

9  9 

2120 

2203 

83 

•  • 

TOTALS 

20677 

24645 

4277 

309 

99140 

112631 

14640 

1149 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Amesbury 

1566 

1668 

102 

9  9 

6878 

8628 

1390 

Bradford-on- Avon  . . 

1153 

1134 

*  . 

19 

5408 

5071 

#  # 

337 

Caine 

1184 

1128 

56 

5014 

4614 

400 

Chippenham  .. 

3738 

3996 

258 

9  9 

17050 

17885 

835 

Cricklade  and  \ 

Wootton  Bassett) 

2658 

2594 

•  • 

64 

11835 

11357 

478 

248 

Devizes  . . 

2898 

2803 

95 

13318 

13070 

Highworth 

3015 

3157 

142 

9  9 

14309 

14279 

30 

Malmesbury 

2263 

2222 

,  • 

41 

10203 

9822 

381 

Marlborough  . . 

1162 

1131 

•  . 

31 

5494 

5412 

82 

Melksham 

993 

1012 

19 

#  . 

4480 

4440 

40 

Mere 

1357 

1258 

99 

5762 

5210 

552 

Pewsey  . . 

2678 

2576 

.  , 

102 

11713 

11211 

502 

Ramsbury 

1877 

1747 

•  • 

130 

8023 

7094 

929 

Salisbury 

2706 

2795 

89 

9  9 

12894 

12860 

34 

Tisbury . 

1956 

1845 

•  * 

111 

8597 

7714 

883 

Warminster 

1846 

1611 

•  • 

235 

7470 

6234 

1236 

Westbury  and  ) 

Whorwellsdown  i 

1364 

1602 

238 

•  • 

6786 

6399 

387 

Wilton . 

1739 

1715 

#  * 

24 

7774 

7467 

307 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

82 

77 

•  • 

5 

403 

356 

47 

TOTALS 

36325 

36071 

848 

1012 

163411 

158763 

2225 

6873 
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Births. 


The  Births  registered  in  the  Districts  within  the  administrative  County  numbered  6987  againsf  6785 
in  1905.  8081  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts  as  against  2991  in  1905,  and  8906  in  the  Rural 

Districts  as  against  3744  in  1905.  The  Birth-rate  corresponded  to  25-15  per  1000  of  the  population,  or 
24-72  in  the  Urban  and  25-50  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  Birth-rate  shows  an  increase  as  compared 
with  1905. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Birth-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  population  for  the  years  1893 — 1906,  and  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the  years 
1893 — 1906,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  the  large  towns  in  England 


DISTRICTS. 

1883 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Administrative  County 

27*9 

26T 

26*8 

26-4 

25-7 

25*0 

24-69 

24-37 

24-93 

24-40 

24-91 

25-05 

24*49 

25-15 

Urban  Districts  . . 

•  • 

27*9 

29-2 

28-3 

25*2 

25*6 

24-47 

24-70 

25-75 

24-67 

25-84 

25-95 

24*61 

24-72 

Rural  Districts  . . 

26-3 

25-3 

25*4 

25*4 

24-5 

24“5 

24-74 

24-13 

24-35 

24-20 

24-24 

24*37 

24*39 

25-50 

England  and  Wales  .. 

30-7 

29*6 

30-3 

29-6 

29*6 

29*3 

29-1 

28-7 

28-5 

28*5 

28-4 

. 

27-9 

27*2 

27*0 

Large  tov/ns  in  England 

31*8 

30-6 

31*2 

30*7 

30*7 

30-3 

30-2 

29-4 

30-0 

•  • 

29*1 

28-2 

27-9 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth-rate  of  the  County,  although  showing  an  increase  of  0-66 
per  1000  on  the  year  1905,  is  still  considerably  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Birth-rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1906  was  0-2  per  1000  below  the  rate  for  1905,  and  lower  than  any  year  on 
record.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1896—1905,  the  Birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales 
shows  a  decrease  of  1-7  per  .1000,  whilst  in  the  Birth-rate  of  the  administrative  County  of  Wilts  for  the 
same  period  shows  an  increase  of  0-16  per  1000. 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1906  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  Civil  Registration  was 
established.  In  the  year  1876  the  Birth-rate  of  this  country  reached  its  highest  point,  viz.  36-3  per  1000 
living  ;  since  that  year  it  has  steadily  fallen  to  its  present  figure  of  27-2  per  1000  living. 

The  Registrar  General  in  his  Annual  Report,  recently  issued,  for  1905,  says  some  of  the  consequences 
of  the  decreasing  Birth-rate  in  this  country  are  modified  by  a  decreasing  Death-rate.  Still  the  fact  is 
significant  that  if  a  comparison  is  made  among  European  countries  it  is  found  that  in  the  years  1880 — 2 
there  were  no  fewer  than  six  States  in  which  the  fertility  of  wives  was  less  than  that  recorded  in  England 
and  Wales  ;  whereas  twenty  years  later  (1900—2)  the  rate  of  fertility  among  married  women  in  England 
and  Wales  was,  with  the  exception  of  France,  lower  than  that  recorded  in  any  other  European  country. 
In  reviewing  the  figures  from  those  European  countries  which  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain,  there  are 
only  two— Austria  and  Spain — in  which  the  fertility  of  wives  during  the  20  years  (1881 — 1901)  showed 
a  tendency  to  increase,  and  this  also  applied  to  Ireland.  In  all  the  remaining  countries  a  decrease  in 
human  fertility  during  that  period  ranged  from  2-5  to  as  much  as  19-8  per  cent.  There  were  two 
countries — Italy  and  Norway — in  which  the  fall  was  only  2-5  and  3-7  per  cent,  respectively ;  in  five  others 
— Switzerland,  Sweden,  the  German  Empire,  the  Netherlands,  and  Denmark — the  decreases  ranged  from 
6-4  to  9-8  per  cent.  ;  in  Scotland  the  decrease  was  12-7  per  cent.  ;  in  England  and  Wales  17*7  per  cent ; 
in  France  19-7  per  cent.  ;  and  in  Belgium  19-8  per  cent.  In  New  Zealand  and  the  States  of  the 
Australian  Commonwealth,  the  decrease  in  legitimate  natality  in  the  period  1881 — 1901  ranged  from  23-2 
to  30-6  per  cent.  It  is  obvious  that  there  must  be  some  universal  cause  operating  throughout  these 
civilised  countries  to  account  for  the  phenomonen  of  a  general  decline  in  human  fertility,  and  apart  from 
any  decrease  which  may  be  due  to  changes  in  the  age  constitution  of  the  married  woman  of  conceptive 
ages,  there  is  strong  ground  for  the  assumption  that  in  greater  or  less  degree  the  chief  cause  has  been  the 
deliberate  restriction  of  child  bearing  on  the  part  of  the  people  themselves. 
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Speaking  generally,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales  in  which  high  fertility 
rates  were  recorded,  a  large  proportion  of  the  male  population  was  engaged  in  coal  mining,  and  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  low  fertility  rates  were  recorded  mainly  in  agricultural  and  manufacturing  counties. 
In  comparing  the  mean  annual  fertility  rates  of  married  women  in  each  of  the  Eegistration  Counties  of 
England  and  Wales  it  will  be  seen  that  Wiltshire  compares  very  unfavourably  with  the  majority  of  other 
counties.  The  decrease  per  cent,  of  legitimate  births  per  1000  married  women  aged  15—  45  years  during 
the  80  years  1870-2  to  1900-2  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was.  19-5,  London  15-6,  Wiltshire  24-4  ; 
in  only  nine  counties  was  the  rate  higher,  viz.,  Westmorland  28*4  ;  Sussex  28-0  ;  Surrey  27-0  ;  Devon 
26*7  ;  Bedfordshire  26-0  ;  Berkshire  25-6  ;  Northampton  25-4  ;  Cornwall  25-8  ;  Somerset  24-6.  The 
lowest  rates  were  Monmouthshire  6*8 ;  Denbighshire  11*9;  Brecknockshire  12*1;  and  Glamorganshire 
12-5.  But  when  we  come  to  consider  the  interdependence  of  Birth-rates  and  of  Infantile  Mortality  rates 
Wiltshire  takes  up  a  much  better  position.  Many  of  the  counties  in  which  an  exceptionally  high  Birth¬ 
rate  prevails  are  coupled  unfortunately  with  high  child  mortality  rates.  In  Wiltshire  the  child  mortality 
rate  is  exceptionally  low,  and  of  1000  children  born  the  proportion  surviving  at  the  age  of  five  years  is  857, 
a  number  exceeded  only  by  Herefordshire  858,  Rutland  858,  and  Westmorland  861.  It  may,  moreover, 
be  observed  that  in  those  localities  that  suffer  from  heavy  Infantile  Mortality,  the  survivors  at  five  years 
of  age  are  unlikely  to  be  as  strong  on  the  average  as  those  in  more  healthy  localities.  The  following 
table  prepared  by  the  Registrar  General  compares  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  London,  Lancashire, 
three  typical  mining  counties,  and  three  typical  agricultural  counties. 


England  and 
Wales. 

London. 

Lancashire. 

Three  Mining 
Counties. 
(Glamorganshire 
Staffordshire, 
and  Durham). 

Three  Agricul¬ 
tural  Counties. 
(Herefordshire, 
Cambridgeshire,, 
and  Wiltshire). 

Proportion  of  Children  per  1000 

of  Population. 

AT  BIRTH. 

29*42 

29*93 

30*98 

35*04 

25*71 

Survivors  at: — 

1  year  of  age. 

24*82 

25*07 

25*36 

28*95 

22*88 

2  years  „ 

23*65 

23*74 

23*70 

27*36 

22*28 

3  ,, 

23*23 

23*23 

23*12 

26*78 

22*08 

4  ,,  55 

22*96 

22*95 

22*75 

26*42 

21*94 

5  5?  55 

22*77 

22*76 

22*49 

26*15 

21*83 

Proportion  of  Children  per  1000  Females,  15 — 45  years. 

AT  BIRTH. 

H7*84 

109*36 

118*50 

151*59 

116*22 

Survivors  at : — 

1  year  of  age. 

99*43 

91*59 

96*99 

125*26 

103*43 

2  years  „ 

94*74 

86*72 

90*64 

118*36 

100*69 

Q 

°  9)  95 

93*03 

84*89 

88*43 

115*86 

99*80 

4  55  59 

91*96 

83*83 

87*04 

114*30 

99*15 

5  55  55 

91*20 

83*18 

86*02 

113*13 

98*68 

Of  1000  Children  born 

the  proportion  surviving  at  each  age. 

AT  BIRTH. 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

Survivors  at  :  - 

1  year  of  age. 

844 

838 

819 

826 

890 

2  years  „ 

804 

793 

765 

781 

866 

3  55  55 

789 

776 

746 

764 

859 

4  55  55 

780 

767 

735 

754 

853 

5  55  55 

774 

761 

726 

746 

849 

In  considering  these  figures  it  will  be  well  to  begin  by  noticing  the  proportions  based  on  total 
population  ;  the  Birth-rates  in  London  and  in  Lancashire  exceeded  that  recorded  in  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  by  51  and  156  per  100,000  of  total  population  respectively.  This  initial  advantage  was, 
however,  in  both  cases  lost  by  extra  mortality  at  the  end  of  the  third  year ;  thus,  the  Birth-rate  in  these 
two  counties,  although  comparatively  high,  is  much  less  effective  for  the  upkeep  of  the  population  than  is 
the  lower  Birth-rate  prevailing  in  the  country  as  a  whole.  If  we  bring  the  agricultural  counties 
into  the  comparison,  the  facts  are  more  striking  ;  per  100,000  of  total  population  there  were  422  more 
children  born  in  the  Metropolis  and  527  more  in  Lancashire,  than  in  the  selected  rural  area,  nevertheless 
at  the  end  of  five  years  the  proportionate  addition  to  the  population  in  the  agricultural  counties  closely 
approximated  to  that  in  London  and  Lancashire.  In  the  principal  mining  counties,  however,  the  Birth¬ 
rates  are,  comparatively  speaking,  so  high  that,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  mortality  of  young  children, 
the  proportionate  addition  of  children  aged  five  years  is  greater  than  in  London,  in  Lancashire,  in  the 
agricultural  counties,  or  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 


10 

The  second  section  of  the  table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  comparison  with  the  number  of 
women  aged  15 — 45  years.  The  results  may  be  summarised  in  an  approximate  way  as  follows  : — In 
England  and  Wales,  as  a  whole,  1000  possible  mothers  bear  118  children  in  a  year,  and  of  these  children 
91  survive  to  the  age  of  five  years ;  in  London  the  same  number  of  possible  mothers  bear  109  children  in 
a  year,  83  of  whom  survive  to  the  age  of  5  years  ;  in  Lancashire  119  are  born  and  only  86  survive  at  5 
years  of  age ;  in  three  mining  counties  152  are  born  and  113  survive  at  5  years  of  age;  and  in  three 
agricultural  counties  116  are  born,  and  99  of  these  are  living  at  5  years  of  age. 

The  third  section  of  the  table  shows  the  proportion  of  children  who  survive  out  of  every  1000  born. 
The  proportion  at  the  end  of  5  years  averages  774  in  England  and  Wales,  and  ranges  as  high  as  849  in 
the  agricultural  counties,  and  as  low  as  746  in  the  mining  counties  and  726  in  Lancashire. 

The  Registrar  General  goes  on  to  say  that  while  the  high  birth  rates  prevailing  in  some  of  the 
mining  counties  yield  up  to  the  fifth  year  a  proportionately  larger  supply  of  children  to  the  population 
than  any  other  counties,  yet  many  other  industrial  areas,  notably  London  and  Lancashire,  yield  a 
proportional  supply  of  children  that  is  little  above  that  furnished  by  country  districts  like  Wiltshire  with 
exceptionally  low  birth  rates.  It  is  on  these  rural  areas  with  their  comparatively  low  rates  of  infantile 
mortality  that  we  should  depend  for  the  best  elements  in  the  upkeep  of  the  population,  but  unfortunately 
the  country  districts  have  very  low  birth  rates  because  they  are  steadily  losing  the  most  vigorous  units  of 
their  population  owing  to  emigration  to  industrial  areas. 

Table  showing  total  number  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  registered  during  the  years  1890-1906 
in  the  Registration  County  of  Wilts. 


Year. 

BIRTHS. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-born). 

DEATHS. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-born). 

Marriages. 

Persons 
married 
in  1000 
living. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1890 

6997 

3319 

3376 

153 

149 

4114 

2052 

2062 

1662 

13*1 

1891 

7101 

3444 

3358 

157 

142 

4317 

2164 

2153 

1685 

13-2 

1892 

6925 

3340 

3327 

138 

120 

4578 

2301 

2277 

1734 

13-3 

1893 

7159 

3492 

3384 

133 

150 

4112 

2022 

2090 

1649 

12-9 

1894 

6711 

3299 

3126 

136 

150 

3969 

2028 

1941 

1682 

13*1 

1895 

6912 

3425 

3221 

141 

125 

4095 

2117 

1978 

1696 

13*2 

1896 

6828 

3351 

3201 

150 

126 

3567 

1852 

1715 

1700 

13*1 

1897 

6632 

3240 

3125 

140 

127 

3817 

1987 

1830 

1761 

13-6 

1898 

6770 

3318 

3169 

155 

128 

3807 

1937 

1870 

1780 

13-7 

1899 

6726 

3304 

3157 

138 

127 

4266 

2173 

2093 

1929 

14-9 

1900 

6548 

3195 

3089 

121 

143 

3888 

2034 

1854 

1824 

13*9 

1901 

6606 

3218 

3122 

121 

145 

3728 

1908 

1820 

1845 

14-0 

1902 

6442 

3076 

3065 

150 

151 

3896 

2013 

1883 

1954 

14-7 

1903 

6586 

3240 

3078 

148 

120 

3517 

1767 

1750 

2007 

15*1 

1904 

6671 

3271 

3135 

144 

121 

3814 

1937 

1877 

1954 

14-6 

1905 

1906 

6602 

3144 

3196 

127 

135 

3748 

1904 

1844 

1966 

•  • 

The  Birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  29 *73  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  in  the 
Swindon  District,  to  19*29  in  the  Malmesbury  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  was  between 
29*94  in  the  Amesbury  District,  and  20*95  per  1000  in  the  Tetbury  District. 

The  Birth-rates  of  the  several  Urban  Districts  as  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  were  as  follows  : — 


Swindon 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 

...  29*73 

Devizes 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 

...  20*95 

Westbury 

...  23*73 

Trowbridge 

...  20*52 

Chippenham  ... 

...  23-16 

Warminster 

...  20*13 

Caine 

...  22*97 

Marlborough  . . . 

...  19*72 

Bradford  -  on  -  Avon 

...  22*92 

Wilton 

...  19*38 

Salisbury 

...  21*67 

Malmesbury  ... 

...  19*29 

Melksham 

...  21*31 
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The  Rural  District  Birth-rates  were  as  follows 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 
...  29-94 

...  29-24 

...  28-92 

...  27-88 
...  27-61 
...  26-98 

26-98 
26-13 
25-38 
24-69 


Amesbury 
Highworth 
Pewsey 
Wilton 

Malmesbury  ... 

«/ 

Ramsbury 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 
Mere 

Marlborough  ... 

Caine  ...  •  •  • 


Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 


Tisbury  ...  ...  24-08 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  24-00 
Salisbury  ...  ..  23-66 

Chippenham  ...  ...  23-54 

Warminster  ...  ...  22-61 

Bradford-on- Avon  ...  22-22 

Melksham  ...  ...  21-72 

Devizes  ...  ...  21-07 

Tetbury  ...  ...  20-95 


According  to  a  table  shown  on  page  14  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  children  who  died  in 
Wiltshire  in  1905  under  the  age  of  one  year  perished  within  two  months  of  their  birth. 

Illegitimate  Births. — During  the  year  1905,  the  number  of  infants  registered  as  having  been  born 
out  of  wedlock  in  Wiltshire  was  262,  or  in  the  proportion  of  37*76  per  1000  births  or  to  0-95  per  1000  of 
the  population  living.  The  average  proportion  in  the  past  ten  years  in  England  and  Wales  was  41  per 
1000  births.  Comparing  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1905 
with  that  recorded  in  the  period  1870-72,  it  is  found  that,  based  on  the  proportion  to  total  births,  the 
illegitimate  rate  decreased  by  about  28  per  cent. 

At  the  Census  in  1901,  there  were  in  Wiltshire  31267  unmarried  women  and  widows,  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1000  of  these  women  was  8-37  in  1905, 
compared  with  8-47  in  1904,  8-57  in  1903,  9*62  in  1902,  and  8-50  per  1000  in  1901. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  administrative  County  in  1906  was  3875,  against  3855  in 
1905.  The  natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  Births  over  Deaths)  was  3062,  against  2880  in  1905. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  administrative  County  was  14-05  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population 
compared  with  14-01  in  1905;  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  13-67  per  1000  ;  for  the  combined  Rural 
Districts  14-36  per  1000.  There  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  Death-rates  of  the  various  districts, 
the  range  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  from  18-23  per  1000  in  Amesbury  to  9-53  per  1000  in  Bradford.  In 
the  Rural  Districts  the  Death-rate  varied  from  9*85  in  Devizes  District  to  10-68  in  Ramsbury  District. 

The  average  Death-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County  per  1000  of  population,  and  of  the 
combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1893-1906  is  shown  in  the  following 
Table,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  and  Country 
Districts  in  England,  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Administrative  County 

16-0 

15*4 

15'9 

13-8 

14-8 

14-4 

15*76 

14-61 

14-12 

14-64 

13-37 

14-36 

14-01 

14-05 

Urban  Districts  . . 

15-6 

15-2 

14-8 

13*7 

13-2 

13-1 

15-44 

13-00 

13-54 

13-15 

12-11 

13-13 

13-76 

13-67 

Rural  Districts  . . 

16-3 

15-9 

15-6 

13-0 

13-9 

15*5 

15*97 

15-75 

14-53 

15*73 

14-31 

15-28 

14-22 

14-36 

England  and  Wales 

19-2 

16-6 

18-7 

17*1 

17*4 

17*5 

18-2 

18-2 

16-9 

16-2 

15*4 

16-2 

15*2 

15-4 

Town  Districts  in 

England 

21*5 

18-0 

20-5 

18*9 

19-0 

18-3 

20-2 

18-1 

18-6 

17*4 

16-3 

17*2 

15-7 

15*9 

Country  Districts  of 

England  and  Wales 

17-4 

15-6 

17-0 

15-3 

15-8 

16*0 

17*1 

17-5 

15-7 

15-3 

14-8 

15-3 

14-9 

15-1 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death-rate  of  the  County  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales,  as  also  does  the  combined  Urban  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  large  towns 
and  the  Rural  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  Country  Districts  of  England  and  Wales. 
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I  am  dependent  for  my  statistics  upon  the  Tables  sent  in  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  these 
Ho  not  lend  themselves  to  accurate  calculation  of  corrected  Death-rates  for  the  Administrative  County.  I 
therefore  have  to  wait  for  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Registrar  General,  and  these  are  not  as  a  rule  issued 
until  15  to  18  months  or  more  after  the  close  of  the  year.  The  Report  for  1904  was  issued  in  April,  1906. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Report  deals  with  Registration  Counties,  the  boundaries  of  which  differ  much 
from  the  Administrative  County.  For  instance,  the  Ramsbury  Rural  District  of  Wiltshire  is  shown  in  the 
figures  for  Berkshire  as  a  portion  of  the  Hungerford,  Kintbury,  and  Lambourne  Sub-Registration  Districts 
of  the  Hungerford  Registration  District,  and  the  figures  are  difficult  to  abstract.  The  figures  for  the 
Tetbury  parishes  appear  in  the  Gloucestershire  figures  for  the  Tetbury  Registration  District. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  15  more  deaths  registered  than  in  1905.  There  was  a  decrease  in 
the  mortality  amongst  very  young  children,  there  being  22  fewer  deaths  under  one  year  ;  and  11  fewer 
deaths  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  There  was  an  increase  of  16  in  the  number  of  deaths 
between  five  and  15  years,  a  decrease  of  five  between  15  and  25  years,  and  an  increase  of  seven  deaths 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  65.  There  was  also  an  increase  of  80  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  was  one  fewer  death  registered  than  in  1905.  Here  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  mortality  amongst  young  children,  there  being  28  more  deaths  under  one  year,  and  eight 
fewer  between  one  and  five  years.  There  were  10  fewer  deaths  between  the  ages  of  five  and  15  years,  a 
decrease  of  two  between  15  and  25  years,  and  60  more  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  years.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  68  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

The  following  Table  has  been  prepared  to  show  the  number  of  Deaths  at  the  various  age  periods  in 
the  County  as  a  whole,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  combined  Rural  Districts. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  WILTS. 
Age  Mortality,  1906. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

580 

15*6 

1  and  under  5 

223 

6-0 

Under  5 

803 

21-6 

5  and  under  15 

110 

8-9 

15  and  under  25 

162 

4-3 

25  and  under  65 

1076 

29-0 

65  and  upwards 

1567 

42*1 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

3718 

100-0 

Combined  Urban  Districts,  1906. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

262 

16-5 

1  and  under  5 

112 

7-0 

Under  5 

374 

23-5 

5  and  under  15 

55 

3-4 

15  and  under  25 

72 

4-6 

25  and  under  65 

511 

32-1 

65  and  upwards 

579 

36-4 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

1591 

100-0 
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Combined  Rural  Districts,  1906. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

318 

14-9 

1  and  under  5 

111 

5-2 

Under  5 

429 

20-1 

5  and  under  15 

55 

2-6 

15  and  under  25 

90 

4-2 

25  and  under  65 

565 

26-6 

65  and  upwards 

988 

46-5 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

2128 

100-0 

With  regard  to  the  Urban  Districts,  there  were  six  whose  Death-rates  exceeded  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz.,  Salisbury,  Westbury,  Warminster,  Malmesbury,  Devizes,  and  Trowbridge. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  five  whose  death-rates  exceeded  the  average  for  the  country  districts 
of  England  and  Wales,  viz.  :  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett,  Melksham,  Highworth,  Tetbury,  and 
Warminster. 


Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages. 


Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  Death-rates,  the 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 


Bradford-on- Avon 

...  9-53 

Swindon 

...  10-30 

Wilton 

...  12-06 

Melksham 

...  13-00 

Chippenham  . . . 

...  13-39 

Marlborough  . . . 

...  14-08 

Caine 

...  14-83 

Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 


Trowbridge  ...  ...  15-82 

Devizes  ...  ...  16-84 

Malmesbury  ...  ...  17*50 

Warminster  ...  ...  18-05 

Westbury  ...  ...  18-05 

Salisbury  ...  ...  18*23 


Arranged  in  order  of  their  Death-rates,  the  Rural  Districts  stand  as  follows  : — 


Ramsbury 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 
...  10-68 

Salisbury 

...  11-26 

Chippenham  ... 

:..  11-30 

Malmesbury  . . . 

...  11-62 

Marlborough  . . . 

...  12-80 

Caine 

...  13-13 

Amesbury 

...  13-67 

Pewsey 

...  13-79 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  13-85 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  14-27 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population 

Wilton 
Mere 
Tisbury 
Cricklade  & 

Melksham 
Highworth 
Tetbury 
Warminster 
Devizes 


Wootton  Bassett 


14-35 

14-38 

14- 96 

15- 64 
17-19 
17-41 

17- 96 

18- 34 

19- 85 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  rate  for  the  County  shows  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year.  The 
proportion  of  Deaths  under  one  year  to  1000  Births  was  83-30 — Urban,  86-44  ;  Rural,  80-09. 
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The  Infantile  Death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  166-66  per  1000  Births  in  the 
Malmesbury  District,  to  0-00  in  the  Melksham  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  was  between 
285-71  in  the  Tetbury  District  (Wilts  portion),  and  45-11  per  1000  Births  in  the  Malmesbury  District. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  issued  for  the  use  of  Medical  Officers  a  form  for  showing  the 
mortality  among  infants  in  groups  of  months  within  the  first  year  of  life  from  various  causes.  I  have 
constructed  the  following  instructive  Table  from  the  returns  received  for  the  County  as  a  whole. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1906. 

COUNTY  OF  WILTS  AS  A  WHOLE. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


UrXl  g 

o>  <u  I 

-rt  ®  '(M  « 
'■  a' 


Jornmon 

infectious 

Diseases. 


Diarrhoea 

Diseases. 


Wasting 

Diseases. 


Tuber¬ 

culous 

Diseases. 


i  Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria :  Croup 
i  Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 
Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh 
-  Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast  Milk 
.Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 
■  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  Tabes  ) 

Mesenterica ' 

.Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Erysipelas 
Syphilis  . . 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Other  Causes 


All  Causes 


1 

1 

89 

8 


5 
•  • 
27 


2 

1 


7 

1 


8 


10 


5 

19 


167 


U1 

_  r* 

CO  CL) 
•  OD 


1 

3 


8 

2 


2 

13 


4 

7 


23 


1 

1 

2 


03 
.  03 


1 

8 


1 

1 

3 


es 

— ,  ju,  ■+=> 

to  o  d 
O 

HgS 


2 

3 

1 

1 

110 

10 

5 

3 

58 


2 

1 


15  5 
8  4 


w 
E3 
CM 
•  E 
o 


3 

7 

3 

5 

2 

1 


23 


1 

1 


2 

7 

26 


45 


20 


255 


2 

3 

6 


68 


03 

Ed 
CO  ■*= 

1  a 

CM  o 


4 

2 


10 


1 

1 


5 

9 


2 

i 

45 


m 


^  E 
crc  o 


1 

3 

1 

1 


4 

4 


4 
»  • 
3 


30 


w 

Ed 

~E 

O 


03 


CD 

. 

‘O  o 


4 

5 


1 

2 

1 


3 
1 

4 


1 

3 

2 

1 


1 

4 


1 

1 


3 

3 


3 
1 

4 


26 


28 


03 

Ed 
t-  •+=> 

o 


2 

4 


1 

2 


03 

Ed 

00  ■+= 
'  E 
e-  o 


03 

Ed 

°?  c 

00  O 


3 

2 


1 

5 


2 

23 


1 

1 


3 

3 
1 

4 


6 

2 

2 


CO 


CO 

i — i  A 

,  W  .*JL  "§ 
O  o  2° 

s 


1 

3 

1 


1 

1 


2 

1 


2 

3 

4 


1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 


19 


27 


20 


2 

1 


1 

1 


1 

3 


6 


4 

22 


03 
CM  Ed 

1— I  -*=• 

*  E 
-"1  o 


1 

2 


2 

2 


4 


Total 
Death 
under 
1  Yea 


15 


1 

2 


26 

33 

16 

12 

112 

16 

6 

3 

112 

8 


11 

4 
1 
2 

5 

46 

51 

2 

39 

12 

51 


578 


As  in  previous  years,  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  varied  considerably  in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
being  highest  as  a  rule  in  those  parts  of  the  county  most  urban  and  industrial  in  character.  There  has 
been  a  steady  decline  in  the  rate  in  the  county  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  the  rate  for  the  county  is 
one  of  the  lowest  in  the  country ;  indeed,  during  the  first  year  of  life  it  was  the  lowest  in  the  country 
during  the  year  1905,  and  1906  shows  an  improvement  upon  1905,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  rate 
can  be  still  further  reduced  by  educating  the  mothers  as  to  the  proper  method  of  feeding  infants.  There 
appears  to  be  a  general  belief  that  the  employment  of  married  women  in  industrial  occupations  is  a  cause 
of  increased  infantile  mortality,  and  possibly  the  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  textile  manufactories 
in  the  county  of  late  years  has  some  relationship  with  the  decreased  mortality.  During  the  year  under 
review  several  thousand  cards  giving  instructions  regarding  the  feeding  of  infants  during  the  first  few 
months  of  life  have  been  issued  by  the  County  Council,  through  the  Registered  Midwives  and  Nursing 
Associations,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  been  productive  of  great  good.  The  Bill 
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introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  early  notification  of  Births  to  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
should  receive  the  hearty  support  of  men  of  all  parties,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  have  an  easy  passage  into 
law,  and  that  it  will  he  of  a  compulsory  character,  and  not  merely  an  Adoptive  Act. 

Nearly  half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  occurred  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  and  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  were  registered  as  due  to  premature  birth,  and 
one-fifth  were  due  to  atrophy  or  debility.  We  are  quite  unable  to  deal  with  the  majority  of  these  cases 
under  the  present  registration  laws  which  allows  a  period  of  six  weeks  for  registration.  The  new  Bill 
provides  that  notification  should  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  within  forty-eight  hours. 

From  the  subjoined  Table  it  will  be  observed  that  the  rate  for  the  County  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  Rural  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  awerage  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  per  1000 
Births  for  the  years  1893 — 1906,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for 
England  aud  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Administrative  County 

98 

103 

102 

88 

113 

100 

116*05 

94*0 

93*70 

97*23 

85*63 

95*99 

84*92 

83*30 

Urban  Districts 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

110 

147*54 

95*6 

106*8 

93*63 

89*27 

100*32 

94*61 

86*4;4 

Rural  Districts  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

93 

94*87 

115*7 

83*8 

99*89 

82*76 

92*52 

77*19 

80*09 

England  and  Wales 

159 

137 

161 

148 

156 

161 

163 

154*0 

151*0 

133*0 

132*0 

146*0 

128*0 

133*0 

Large  towns  in  England 

181 

152 

182 

168 

176 

178 

181 

172*0 

168*0 

145*0 

144*0 

160*0 

140*0 

145*0 

Rural  England  &  Wales 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

124 

138*0 

137 

135*0 

118*0 

125*0 

113*0 

116*0 

Deaths  under  one  year. 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  as  follows:  — 


Per  1000  of  Births. 


Melksham  ...  ...  0-00 

Caine  ...  ...  37’97 

Bradford-on- Avon  ...  62*50 

Westbury  ...  ...  62-50 

Marlborough  ...  ...  64-93 

Chippenham  ...  ...  70-31 

Devizes  ...  ...  79-70 


The  Rural,  in  respect  of  their  Infantile 


Per  1000  of  Births. 


Warminster  ... 

...  84*90 

Swindon 

...  86-27 

Trowbridge  ...  - 

...  103-98 

Salisbury 

...  105-15 

Wilton 

...  111-11 

Malmesbury  . . . 

...  166-66 

Mortality  Rates,  stand  thus  : 


Per  1000  of  Births. 


Malmesbury  ...  ...  45-11 

Caine  ...  ...  45-87 

Devizes  ...  ...  58-60 

Mere  ...  ...  62-01 

Tishury  ...  ...  62-14 

Wilton  ...  ...  63-72 

Bradford-on- Avon  ...  64-22 

Amesbury  ...  ...  69*09 

Chippenham  ...  ...  71-92 

Pewsey  ...  ...  72-55 


Per  1000  of  Births. 

Marlborough  ...  ...  78-26 

Ramsbury  ...  ...  84-33 

Salisbury  ...  ...  86*58 

Melksham  ...  ...  93-75 

Warminster  ...  ...  94-48 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  103-33 
Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  107-38 
Highworth  ...  ...  136*47 

Tetbury  ...  ...  285*71 
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Phthisis  Mortality. — The  Deaths  attributed  to  Phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  were  235,  of 
these  109  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  126  in  the  Dural  Districts. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the 
Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  also  for 
comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  for  the  fourteen  years  1893 — 1906  : — 


AREAS. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901  1902 

| 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

302 

245 

216 

275 

269 

285 

246  |  216 

210 

252 

228 

235 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

1*13 

1-08 

1-11 

•90 

•78 

•99 

•96 

1-05 

•89  *79 

•76 

•91 

•829 

•85 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

134 

108 

78 

109 

108 

119 

95  i  95 

92 

121 

107 

109 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

1-28 

1-01 

•72 

•98 

•95 

1-05 

*81  -82 

•79 

1-02 

•88 

•90 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

168 

137 

138 

166 

161 

166 

151  ;  i2i 

118 

131 

121 

126 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

•  • 

1-01 

•82 

•83 

1-01 

•97 

1-04 

•95  -76 

•75 

•83 

•78 

•82 

England  &  Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

1-486 

1-383 

1-395 

1-303 

1*336 

1-311 

1-330 

1*333 

1-264  1-233 

1*203 

1-233 

1*140 

During  the  year  335  persons  died  from  Phthisis,  and  the  various  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  in  this 
County;  giving  a  Death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1-20  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  from 
Tubercular  Disease  were  8-64  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  County.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1905  was  10-7  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  mortality  from  Phthisis  has  increased  during  the  year  both  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
The  Phthisis  Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  Swindon  was  only  -909  per  1000.  The  Death-rate  from  the 
same  cause  in  the  Borough  of  Caine  was  1*745  per  1000,  in  Devizes  1*214,  in  Malmesbury  1*071,  in 
Melksham  1*083,  in  Warminster  1*925  per  1000,  and  in  Wilton  1*723  per  1000.  In  the  Rural  Districts,. 
Bradford  1*427  per  1000,  Cricklade  1*439  per  1000,  Highworth  1*789,  and  Pewsey  0*912  per  1000  were 
the  highest  rates. 

The  increase  in  the  mortality  in  Wiltshire  from  the  various  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
under  notice  point  to  the  necessity  for  increased  vigilance  in  dealing  with  this  terrible  scourge  which  is 
responsible  for  many  more  deaths  than  all  of  the  Infectious  Fevers  and  Diphtheria.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  518  deaths  registered  as  from  other  forms  of  chest  disease 
in  Wiltshire  in  1906,  were  connected  in  some  way  with  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

In  a  circular  issued  to  Sanitary  Authorities  and  others  by  Sir  Wm.  Broadbent,  M.D.,  Chairman  of 
Council  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption,  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
attention  was  earnestly  and  forcibly  drawn  to  the  prevention  of  this  disease  as  being  a  social  and  public 
question  of  vast  national  importance.  The  disease  is  contagious  and  therefore  preventable.  It  is  very 
costly  to  the  nation,  being  a  source  of  both  direct  and  indirect  loss  in  many  ways,  but  perhaps  in  none 
more  positively  than  in  being  a  serious  cause  of  pauperism.  Dr.  Nathan  Raw,  of  Liverpool,  ascertained 
that  out  of  4,000  consumptive  paupers  under  his  care  “  60  per  cent,  became  paupers  because  they  were 
phthisical,  and  not  phthisical  because  they  were  poor.”  The  control  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is 
perhaps  the  most  difficult  problem  with  which  preventive  medicine  is  face  to  face  at  the  present  time.. 
A  large  amount  of  useful  work  may  be  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  control  of  the  disease  without 
the  extreme  measure  of  compulsory  notification,  the  necessity  for  which  and  the  merits  of  which  have 
yet  to  be  demonstrated.  The  recent  pronouncement  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  has  raised 
issues  of  the  gravest  interest,  and  clearly  shows  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  will  not  be  eradicated  by 
attention  to  the  human  source  alone.  Sanatorium  treatment  has  been  proved  to  be  productive  of  much 
good,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained  at  the  Winsley  Sanatorium  with  cases  that  have  not  in  all  instances 
been  properly  selected  have  been  eminently  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  is  further  considered  on  Page  31,  under  the  heading  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Orders,  &c. 
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From  the  foregoing  Table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  shows  a 
marked  decrease  on  the  previous  year. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis  and  Tubercular  Diseases,  in  the  various 
Registration  Districts  of  Wiltshire  for  sixteen  years: — 


1  Registration  Districts. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Totals 

Amesbury 

( Phthisis 

6 

7 

9 

0 

7 

9 

6 

9 

4 

2 

5 

8 

4 

9 

7 

6 

104 

]  Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

27 

Bradford  on- 

i  Phthisis 

12 

5 

11 

12 

10 

12 

8 

5 

9 

4 

5 

11 

4 

7 

8 

8 

131 

Avon 

t  Tubercular  Diseases 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

23 

f  Phthisis 

7 

3 

10 

10 

9 

4 

2 

3 

6 

6 

6 

9 

7 

6 

4 

4 

96 

Caine 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

•  ■ 

3 

3 

1 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

4 

5 

•  • 

4 

28 

1  Phthisis 

28 

22 

29 

26 

32 

20 

23 

17 

21 

17 

20 

15 

14 

18 

23 

11 

336 

Chippenham 

|  Tubercular  Diseases 

3 

4 

5 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

8 

11 

13 

7 

79 

I  Phthisis 

15 

20 

25 

16 

15 

19 

16 

10 

11 

19 

12 

14 

8 

9 

11 

12 

232 

Cricklade 

t  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

7 

•  • 

4 

3 

8 

4 

7 

5 

2 

57 

Devizes  . . 

J  Phthisis 

39 

24 

29 

18 

27 

22 

21 

19 

20 

18 

29 

33 

28 

20 

24 

17 

388 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

15 

6 

8 

6 

6 

6 

7 

6 

2 

6 

8 

9 

7 

11 

8 

118 

I  Phthisis 

53 

67 

62 

43 

58 

67 

58 

46 

59 

72 

69 

55 

67 

65 

65 

75 

981 

Highworth 

|  Tubercular  Diseases 

21 

21 

37 

28 

20 

21 

20 

21 

16 

18 

16 

26 

20 

24 

22 

23 

354 

J  Phthisis 

21 

16 

14 

14 

14 

18 

13 

8 

14 

6 

12 

12 

10 

9 

12 

12 

205 

Malmesbury 

{ Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

5 

6 

2 

3 

2 

7 

5 

44 

( Phthisis 

12 

8 

7 

11 

10 

8 

4 

8 

12 

4 

7 

2 

4 

3 

7 

9 

116 

Marlborough 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 

33 

Melksham 

j  Phthisis 

25 

14 

31 

18 

10 

20 

13 

11 

18 

10 

16 

12 

13 

11 

24 

13 

259 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

5 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

4 

2 

6 

13 

7 

5 

6 

69 

Mere 

]  Phthisis 

7 

5 

7 

5 

5 

7 

5 

4 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

6 

4 

1 

73 

|  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

2 

13 

Pewsey  . . 

f  Phthisis 

11 

9 

8 

21 

10 

5 

14 

13 

17 

8 

5 

18 

12 

9 

15 

9 

184 

(  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

7 

3 

2 

1 

49 

j  Phthisis 

l  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

6 

4 

4 

4 

10 

2 

8 

4 

8 

6 

3 

3 

63 

Ramsbury 

2 

•  • 

5 

1 

3 

11 

Salisbury 

( Phthisis 

53 

40 

38 

42 

40 

49 

36 

40 

42 

41 

36 

49 

23 

25 

36 

24 

614 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

7 

7 

9 

5 

14 

9 

12 

12 

9 

13 

11 

16 

11 

20 

10 

172 

j  Phthisis 

8 

4 

6 

8 

7 

5 

6 

3 

3 

7 

8 

3 

4 

3 

9 

4 

88 

Tisbury  . . 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

5 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

34 

j  Phthisis 

15 

8 

14 

21 

11 

13 

12 

13 

9 

13 

10 

8 

8 

3 

10 

9 

177 

Warminster 

t  Tubercular  Diseases 

5 

5 

4 

4 

7 

6 

4 

7 

2 

4 

6 

2 

5 

5 

3 

2 

71 

j  Phthisis 

17 

6 

11 

12 

9 

5 

7 

11 

5 

5 

8 

7 

4 

4 

7 

6 

124 

Westbury 

t  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

4 

1 

6 

3 

6 

3 

4 

42 

f  Phthisis 

11 

10 

7 

7 

5 

14 

10 

12 

7 

5 

15 

8 

4 

8 

12 

7 

142 

Wilton 

1  Tubercular  Diseases 

•  • 

1 

1 

4 

2 

•  • 

2 

10 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

38 

TOTAL 

Phthisis 

340 

268 

318 

291 

285 

301 

258 

236 

272 

244 

274 

271 

223 

221 

281 

230 

4313 

TOTAL 

Tubercular  Diseases 

65 

73 

87 

78 

70 

76 

57 

87 

59 

67 

62 

89 

103 

106 

101 

82 

1262 

18 

The  Death-rate  from  Phthisis  and  other  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  0*28  per  1000  of  the  population  in  Bradford-on-Avon  to  2*84  per  1000  in  Warminster.  In  the 
Rural  Districts  the  rate  varied  from  0*22  per  1000  of  the  population  in  the  Marlborough  District  to  2*54 
per  1000  of  the  population  in  the  Highworth  District. 

Cancer. 

To  cancer  or  malignant  disease  there  were  referred  291  deaths  (as  against  274  in  1905),  or  7*4  per 
cent.  of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  county.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table  this  number 
has  not  been  reached  before.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  deaths  from  Cancer  have  been  steadily 
increasing  for  some  years  past.  It  is  probable  that,  through  greater  precision  of  diagnosis  and  greater 
facilities  for  operation,  deaths  are  now  attributed  to  this  cause  which  formerly  would  have  passed 
undiagnosed.  But  there  is  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  steady  increase  of  malignant 
disease  throughout  the  country,  and  perhaps  the  incidence  is  greater  in  Wiltshire  than  in  some  other 
counties.  The  crude  annual  Death-rate  per  10,000  persons  living,  from  Cancer,  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  successive  quinquennia,  1871-1905,  was  as  follows: — (1871-75)  4-45,  (1876-80)  4-98, 
(1881-85)  5-47,  (1886-90)  6*31,  (1891-95)  7*11,  (1896-1900)  8-00,  (1901-05)  8-64.  As  I  explained  in  my 
report  for  1905,  for  comparative  purposes  the  crude  rates  of  cancer  mortality  are  somewhat  misleading,, 
the  Death-rates  from  Cancer  being  largely  influenced  by  age  distribution.  It  is  not  a  disease  of  early  life, 
and  the  mortality  is  not  alarming  until  about  the  35th  year  of  life,  but  with  advancing  age  the  disease 
rapidly  becomes  more  fatal.  Of  the  291  deaths  in  Wiltshire  in  1906  no  less  than  156  occurred  in  persons 
over  65  years  of  age.  In  the  Urban  Districts  of  141  deaths,  69  were  over  65  and  72  under  65  years.  In 
the  Rural  Districts,  of  150  deaths,  87  were  over  65,  and  68  under  65.  In  Salisbury  30  deaths  occurred, 
of  these  11  were  in  Public  Institutions,  probably  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  had  been  sent  in  for 
treatment  from  the  Rural  and  other  Districts.  In  Swindon  38  deaths  wTere  registered,  20  being  between 
the  age  of  20  and  65  years,  and  18  over  65  years.  The  deaths  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the  6 
Wards  of  the  Town,  the  greater  number  being  in  the  South  Ward  where  there  were  12  deaths.  The  age 
average  of  this  ward  is  a  high  one,  owing  to  the  tendency  which  exists  for  people  of  advanced  age,  who 
Rave  retired  from  business,  to  make  the  locality  their  home.  There  were  22  deaths  in  Trowbridge,  rather 
a  large  number  for  so  small  a  population.  The  only  death  from  Cancer  under  25  occurred  in  Trowbridge. 
Whilst  the  Death-rate  from  most  other  causes  is  being  steadily  reduced  throughout  the  country  this 
•disease  is  steadily  increasing.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  do  not  appear  to  take  the  interest  in  assisting 
in  the  investigation  of  this  disease  that  they  should.  Some  Medical  Officers  think  their  work  begins  and 
ends  with  the  5  or  6  Zymotic  diseases,  instead  of  being  concerned  in  the  general  health  of  their  districts. 
Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Cancer  Research  Fund,  but  little  has  yet 
been  discovered  as  to  the  origin  of  this  disease. 

The  tables  of  the  Registrar  General  are  calculated  upon  the  number  of  persons  aged  35  years  and 
upwards ;  that  is  among  the  persons  especially  liable  to  Cancer,  and  are  not  based  upon  the  total  popula¬ 
tion  as  a  crude  rate  would  be.  Wiltshire  has  more  than  its  proper  proportion  of  persons  over  35,  there¬ 
fore  our  crude  rate  appears  high.  It  is  clearly  shown  that  during  the  past  40  years  there  has 
been  a  steady  rise  in  the  mortality  from  Cancer,  and  the  increase  has  been  greatest  among  females,  and 
this  may  be  accounted  for  entirely  by  the  large  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  female  generative 
and  mammary  organs.  From  a  perusal  of  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  decennium 
1881-1890  there  were  four  counties  holding  a  better  position  with  regard  to  Cancer  Death-rate  than 
Wiltshire;  in  1891-1900  (the  latest  figures  available)  there  is  only  one  county  holding  a  better  position. 
I  am  printing  the  following  table,  as  an  opinion  has  got  abroad,  and  it  is  supported  by  looking  at  the 
crude  rate,  that  Wiltshire  is  very  specially  troubled  with  Cancer,  whilst  the  examination  of  corrected  figures 
proves  just  the  opposite ;  this  is  very  satisfactory  and  re-assuring. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  (27/6/07)  the  supplement  to  the  65th  Annual  Report  of  the 
.Registrar  General  just  published,  dealing  with  the  decennium  1891-1900,  and  this  puts  Wiltshire  in  a 
very  much  better  position  with  regard  to  Cancer  Death-rate  than  would  appear  from  perusal  of  the  crude 
Death-rates. 

The  Death-rates  from  this  cause  in  many  of  the  districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  were  considerably 
above  the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  notably  the  Urban  districts  of  Trowbridge  29*5, 
Marlborough  20*4,  Malmesbury  21*4,  Warminster  19*8,  Melksham  14*4,  and  Rural  districts  of  Pewsey 
14*5,  Mere  14*1,  Melksham  13*5,  Caine  13*5,  Bradford-on-Avon  12*2,  Ramsbury  12*0,  Devizes  11*5,. 
per  10,000  living. 
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Table  B. — Cancer — Mean  Annual  Death-rates  per  Million  in  Registration  Counties. 

1881—1890,  1891—1900. 


Registration  Counties. 

Mean  Annual  Death-rates  per  Million  Aged  35  Years  and 

Upwards. 

Male 

to 

Female 
Mortality, 
the  latter 
taken  as 

100. 

(1891-1900). 

Both  Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

1881-1890 

J 

1891-1900 

1881-1890 

1891-1900 

1881-1890 

1891-1900 

England  and  Wales 

1,834 

2,316 

1,361 

1,870 

2,258 

2,715 

69 

London 

2,252 

2,759 

1,759 

2,411 

2,694 

3,071 

79 

Huntingdonshire 

2,133 

2,682 

1,881 

2,425 

2,359 

2,912 

83 

North  Wales  . . 

1,899 

2,477 

1,569 

2,201 

2,195 

2,724 

81 

Northumberland 

1,874 

2,451 

1,453 

1,963 

2,250 

2,888 

68 

Warwickshire  . . 

1,960 

2,438 

1,515 

1,983 

2,359 

2,846 

70 

Cambridgeshire 

1,996 

2,419 

1,637 

2,044 

2,317 

2,754 

74 

East  Riding  .. 

1,806 

2,403 

1,257 

1,779 

2,298 

2,961 

60 

Cumberland  . . 

1,893 

2,403 

1,501 

2,038 

2,244 

2,730 

75 

Nottinghamshire 

1,793 

2,345 

1,182 

1,766 

2,341 

2,864 

62 

Cheshire 

1,765 

2,339 

1,324 

1,970 

2,159 

2,669 

74 

Gloucestershire 

1,803 

2,336 

1,257 

1,922 

2,292 

2,706 

71 

West  Riding  . . 

1,758 

2,326 

1,223 

1,759 

2,238 

2,833 

62 

Middlesex 

1,858 

2,294 

1,379 

1,813 

2,286 

2,724 

67 

Northamptonshire 

1,858 

2,287 

1,501 

1,881 

2,177 

2,651 

71 

Surrey 

1,874 

2,275 

1,372 

1,800 

2,323 

2,700 

67 

Kent 

1,809 

2,271 

1,277 

1,847 

2,286 

2,651 

70 

Sussex 

1,979 

2,262 

1,467 

1,834 

2,438 

2,645 

69 

Berkshire 

1,800 

2,262 

1,311 

1,881 

2,238 

2,602 

72 

Lancashire 

1,691 

2,249 

1,250 

1,800 

2,086 

2,651 

68 

Norfolk 

1,755 

2,239 

1,195 

1,671 

2,256 

2,748 

61 

North  Riding  . . 

1,870 

2,227 

1,365 

1,725 

2,323 

2,675 

64 

Hertfordshire  . . 

1,758 

2,223 

1,358 

1,807 

2,116 

2,596 

70 

H  ampshire 

1,781 

2,220 

1,325 

1,854 

2,189 

2,548 

73 

Rutlandshire  . . 

1,649 

2,210 

1,406 

1,942 

1,867 

2,450 

79 

Oxfordshire 

1,765 

2,201 

1,277 

1,827 

2,201 

2,535 

72 

Devonshire 

1,816 

2,198 

1,331 

1,732 

2,250 

2,615 

66 

Durham 

1,675 

2,188 

1,195 

1,596 

2,104 

2,718 

59 

Bedfordshire  . . 

1,758 

2,178 

1,270 

1,732 

2,195 

2,578 

67 

Leicestershire  . . 

1,720 

2,178 

1,263 

1,698 

2,128 

2,608 

65 

Lincolnshire  . . 

1,774 

2,172 

1,270 

1,725 

2,225 

2,572 

67 

Shropshire 

1,777 

2,169 

1,338 

1.752 

2,171 

2,542 

69 

Essex 

1,720 

2,156 

1,223 

1,732 

2,165 

2,535 

68 

Somersetshire 

1,716 

2,133 

1,270 

1,786 

2,116 

2,444 

73 

Herefordshire  . . 

1,707 

2,130 

1,202 

1,718 

2,159 

2,499 

69 

Suffolk 

1,736 

2,127 

1,195 

1,705 

2,219 

2,505 

68 

Worcestershire 

1,633 

2,124 

1,189 

1,603 

2,031 

2,590 

62 

Westmorland  . . 

1,723 

2,117 

1,345 

1,813 

2,061 

2,390 

76 

Cornwall 

1,614 

2,111 

1,352 

1,650 

1,848 

2,523 

65 

South  Wales  . . 

1,630 

2,108 

1,324 

1,718 

1,903 

2,456 

70 

Staffordshire  . . 

1,649 

2.098 

1,216 

1,644 

2,037 

2,517 

65 

Derbyshire 

1,585 

2,089 

1,026 

1,528 

2,086 

2,590 

59 

Dorsetshire. 

1,566 

2,024 

1,134 

1,630 

1,952 

2,377 

69 

Buckinghamshire 

1,562 

1,999 

1,114 

1,555 

1,964 

2,396 

65 

Y/ILT  SHIRE 

1,591 

1,996 

1,107 

1,616 

2,025 

2,335 

69 

Monmouthshire 

1,559 

1,874 

1,134 

1,487 

1,940 

2,219 

67 

The  rates  are  based  on  the  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  mean  population,  over  35  years  of  age  in  England  and 
Wales,  1891-1900.  The  counties  are  arranged  in  order  of  decreasing  death-rates  in  the  last  decennium. 
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Respiratory  Diseases  Mortality. — The  number  of  Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 
together,  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  amounted  to  518,  of  which  218  were  in  the  Urban 
Districts,  and  800  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Disease  per  1000  of  the  population  of 
the  whole  County  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the  years  1895-1906  : — 


AREAS. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

763 

561 

591 

621 

794 

656 

595 

607 

502 

559 

594 

518 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

2-82 

2-06 

2-15 

2-35 

2*84 

2*41 

2*19 

2*22 

1*83 

2*03 

2*16 

1-87 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

290 

224 

232 

232 

363 

240 

264 

255 

226 

254 

279 

218 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2*78 

2-19 

2-14 

2T0 

3*25 

2*13 

2*34 

2*22 

1*94 

2*16 

2*29 

1*77 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

473 

337 

359 

389 

431 

416 

331 

352 

276 

305 

315 

300 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2*85 

2-03 

2-10 

2*34 

2*60 

2*62 

2*08 

2*23 

1*75 

1*94 

2*05 

1*95 

, 

Geneeal  Epidemic  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  in  the  whole 
Administrative  County  was  165,  of  which  98  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  72  in  the  Rural 
Districts  ;  under  the  head  of  “  Epidemic  ”  are  included  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,. 
Whooping  Cough,  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  Simple  or  Continued  Fever,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry,  and 
Cholera. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  total  Mortality  from  the  principal  “  Epidemic  ”  Diseases  for  the 
Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively  for  the  years 
1895-1906,  and  also  for  comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  years  1893-1906  : — 


AREAS. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1805 

1906 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

202 

218 

302 

225 

364 

201 

175 

274 

130 

228 

184 

165 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

*74 

•80 

1-10 

1*8 

1*30 

•74 

•64 

1*00 

•47 

•82 

•669 

•59 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

,  , 

.  # 

82 

99 

156 

127 

201 

80 

99 

128 

69 

121 

90 

93 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

*78 

•S3 

1*44 

1*15 

1-77 

•71 

•87 

1*11 

•59 

1-02 

•74 

•76 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

120 

119 

146 

98 

183 

121 

76 

146 

61 

105 

94 

72 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

•72 

*71 

•88 

•59 

•98 

•76 

•37 

•92 

•38 

‘67 

•61 

•47 

England  &  Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

2*5 

1*7 

2-1 

2-18 

2*15 

2*22 

2-21 

1-57 

2*05 

l'S4 

1-46 

1*94 

T52 

1*73 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Epidemic  Mortality  was  considerably  below  the  average  rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1906,  and  a  marked  decrease  in  the  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  1905. 

The  Epidemic  Death-rate  in  the  Malmesbury,  Salisbury,  Swindon,  Trowbridge,  and  Wilton  Urban 
Districts  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  that  of  Caine,  Chippenham, 
Devizes,  Highworth,  Melksham,  Wilton,  and  Tetbury  Rural  Districts,  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the 

combined  Rural  Districts. 

Notification  and  Mortality  from  Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  each  month  from  every  District  a  return  showing  the  number  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  Parish  of  the  County,  and  have  published  the  same  regularly  in  the 
County  Notification  Summary,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  County  Asylum,  &c.,  &c.,  during  the  first  week  of  each  month.  The  following 
Table  is  compiled  from  these  returns,  with  the  object  of  showing  the  seasonal  rise  and  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  the  various  Diseases. 
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Monthly  totals  of  reported  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  during  each  month  and  quarter  of  the  year 
1906 : — 


DISEASES. 

Year 

1903 

Year 

1904 

Year 

1905 

Year 

1906 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

1st 

Qr. 

Apl 

May 

J’ne 

2nd 

Qr. 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

3rd 

Qr. 

Oct 

No\ 

Dec 

4th  1 
Qr. 

Small  Pox  . . 

5 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Eever 

1121 

858 

777 

774 

96 

44 

54 

194 

62 

76 

70 

208 

56 

27 

97 

180 

78 

61 

53 

192 

Diphtheria  . . 

332 

419 

289 

333 

21 

44 

22 

87 

18 

26 

18 

62 

18 

27 

24 

69 

36 

37 

42 

115 

Membranous  Croup 

4 

2 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  , 

1 

•  • 

1 

Cholera 

Erysipelas  . . 

123 

153 

149 

144 

14 

15 

8 

37 

10 

4 

13 

27 

9 

12 

12 

33 

20 

15 

12 

41 

Typhus  Fever 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

,  • 

Enteric  Fever 

41 

29 

36 

42 

1 

2 

2 

5 

♦  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 

12 

16 

3 

5 

24 

Continued  Fever  . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

• 

2 

2 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  . 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

11 

8 

10 

13 

•  • 

4 

4 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Totals 

1638 

1474 

1269 

1309 

132 

105 

90 

327  i 

91 

107 

102 

300 

89 

73 

134 

296 

153 

118 

115 

386 

The  figures  in  the  above  Table,  taken  from  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  do  not  in  all 
cases  compare  with  the  figures  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  Table  III  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  forms  which  are  tabulated  on  Tables  3a  and  3b  of  this  report. 


In  the  following  remarks  and  rates  of  Infectious  Disease  I  will  confine  myself  as  usual  to  the 
figures  contained  in  the  tables  accompanying  the  Annual  Deports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Small  Pox. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year.  There  has  been  marked  immunity  from  the 
disease  throughout  England  and  Wales,  only  21  deaths  being  registered  from  this  cause  throughout  the 
year,  the  disease  being  confined  to  a  few  large  towns  in  the  North  of  England. 

•  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease,  773  cases  being  notified,  as  against  759 
in  1905.  In  1904  872  cases  were  notified.  Cases  were  notified  from  every  district  in  the  County  with 
the  exception  of  Westbury  Urban  and  Tetbury  Rural.  There  were  71  fewer  cases  notified  in  the  Urban 
Districts  than  in  1905,  viz.,  389  against  460  in  1905.  194  cases  in  Swindon  against  217,  Trowbridge  40 

against  92,  Warminster  7  against  60,  Salisbury  38  against  24,  and  Marlborough  19.  In  the  Rural 
Districts  there  were  384  cases  against  299  in  1905,  viz.,  100  Highworth  against  94,  Cricklade  7  against 
36,  Mere  24  against  34,  Chippenham  48  against  43,  Devizes  54  against  15,  Pewsey  9  against  13, 
Malmesbury  16  against  12,  Warminster  1  against  12. 

The  sickness  rate  from  this  disease  was  2-80  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  County  against  2-76 
in  1905.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  mortality,  23  deaths  being  registered  against  11  in  1905.  16  of 

the  deaths  occurred  in  Urban  Districts  and  7  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  2-97  per 
cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  or  a  Death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0-08  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the 
County.  During  the  year  1898  there  were  646  cases  notified,  the  Death-rate  being  0*035  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  mortality  in  the  year  1899  was  2*78  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  and  the  Death-rate 
0*035  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  Death-rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  England  and  Wales  in  1899-1900  was  0*12  per  1000  of  the 
population  ;  in  1901  the  rate  was  0.13  ;  in  1902  it  was  0*15  ;  in  1903  it  was  0*12  ;  in  1904  it  was  0*11  ; 
in  1905  it  was  0*11  per  1,000,  and  in  1906  it  was  0*10  ;  thus  the  rates  for  Wiltshire  compare  very 
favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  figures  for  1905  confirm  those  of  previous  years  in  showing  with  many  other  infectious  diseases 
that  the  disease  is  more  destructive  in  Urban  Districts  than  in  Rural.  It  is  also  somewhat  more  fatal  to 
boys  than  girls.  The  Death-rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  England  Wales  in  1899-1900  was  0*12  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  In  1901  the  rate  was  0*13  ;  in  1902  it  was  0*15  ;  in  1903  it  was  0*12  ;  in  1904 
it  was  0*11  ;  in  1905  it  was  0*11 ;  and  in  1906  it  was  0*10.  Therefore  the  Death-rate  from  this  cause  in 
Wiltshire  in  1905  of  0*08  is  well  below  the  average. 
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As  I  pointed  out  in  1905  and  previous  years  there  is  a  very  intimate  relationship  in  the  incidence  of 
this  disease  with  school  attendance.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Swindon  writes : — 

“  The  fact  that  out  of  194  notified  cases,  159  were  in  attendance  at  the  Elementary  Schools, 
“  serves  to  emphasise  the  period  of  susceptibility  which  apparently  terminates  somewhat  abruptly  at 
“about  16  years  of  age.  Last  year  I  attempted  to  show  the  connection  which  existed  between  the 
“  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  various  Wards  and  the  various  Elementary  Schools  which  serve 
“  the  Wards  in  question.  Thus  in  the  year  under  review,  the  North  Ward,  served  almost 
“  exclusively  by  the  somewhat  overcrowded  Gorse  Hill  Schools,  out  of  a  total  of  83  notified  cases  76 
“  were  in  attendance  at  this  school.  In  the  South  Ward  with  18  cases,  15  were  in  attendance  at 
“Lethbridge  Road  and  King  William  Street  School.  In  the  King’s  Ward,  where  12  cases  were 
“  notified,  9  were  in  attendance  at  Clifton  Street  and  Gilbert’s  Hill  Schools.  The  Queen’s  Ward 
“  with  25  notifications  had  18  attending  Elementary  Schools  serving  that  district,  while  26  out  of 
“  40  cases  notified  in  the  West  Ward  Avere  in  attendance  at  Even  Swindon,  Jennings  Street,  and 
“Westcott  Schools. 

“  Having  recognised  the  intimate  connection  which  exists  betAveen  school  attendance  and 
“  Zymotic  infection,  one  has  to  consider  Avhat  can  best  be  done  to  prevent  a  focus  of  infection  being 
“  established  through  the  medium  of  Elementary  Schools.  A  considerable  amount  of  care  and 
“  intelligent  discrimination  is  used  by  the  teaching  staff  of  our  schools  in  detecting  the  premonitory 
“  symptoms  of  illness  among  children  attending  school,  Avith  a  vieAV  to  their  prompt  exclusion. 
“  Children  are  also  excluded  from  attendance  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers  Avhere  any  infectious 
“  disease  is  prevailing  in  their  homes.  These  are  measures  Avhich  are  taken  as  a  matter  of  routine 
“  Avhen  the  disease  is  recognised.  But  there  are  the  unrecognised  victims  of  Scarlet  Fever  which 
“  have  to  be  considered  as  a  medium  of  infection  ;  and  it  is  to  these  that  a  large  percentage  of 
“disease  is  due.  An  acute  febrile  attack  of  possibly  a  feAv  hours’  duration,  accompanied  by  an 
“  insignificant  rash  and  sore  throat,  Avhich  may  or  may  not  be  recognised,  occurs  and  the  child  is 
“  kept  at  home  for  a  day  or  two  Avith  a  ‘  bad  cold.’  Under  well-meant  pressure  from  the  School 
“  Attendance  Officer  the  child  returns  to  school  an  ‘  unrecognised  ’  focus  of  infection.  The  law 
“  fixes  the  responsibility  of  notifying  infectious  disease  upon  the  parent  of  the  child  ;  and  I  cannot 
“  help  thinking  that  the  more  frequent  enforcement  of  this  Lav  would  have  a  stimulating  effect  upon 
“  parents  in  the  direction  of  increased  vigilance  in  discriminating  betAveen  disease  Avhich  may  or 
“  may  not  be  infectious.  It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  the  Local  Education  Authority  might 
“  Avith  advantage  make  more  opportunities  for  the  thorough  disinfection  of  school  and  classrooms 
“  than  is  the  custom.  There  is  one  day  in  each  Aveek  Avhich  is  available  for  this  purpose,  when  Avar 
“  might  be  made  against  the  race  of  pathogenic  and  parasitic  bacteria.  A  monthly  disinfection 
“might  be  thus  undertaken  Avith,  I  think,  distinct  advantage  as  a  measure  of  prophylaxis.” 

The  Schools  throughout  the  County  might  Avith  great  advantage  receive  more  attention  Avith  regard 
to  cleansing,  and  the  objectionable  system  of  dry  SAveeping  which  obtains  in  so  many  schools  be 
abolished. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-four  cases  were  notified,  against  286  cases  in  1905.  Cases  were  notified 
from  all  the  Urban  Districts  Avith  the  exception  of  Westbury,  and  all  the  Rural  Districts  with  the 
exception  of  Ramsbury,  and  the  tAvo  parishes  of  Tetbury  in  Wiltshire.  Tavo  hundred  and  forty-four  of  the 
cases  Avere  in  the  Urban  Districts,  against  128  in  1905,  and  100  in  the  Rural  Districts,  against  163  in 
1905.  TAventy-five  Deaths  Avere  registered,  21  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  four  in  the  Rural  Districts, 
giving  a  mortality  of  10-02  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  The  Death-rate  from  this  cause  for  the 
Administrative  County  was  0-076  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  Death-rate  in  1905  was  0-087,  in 
1904  was  0-218,  in  1903  it  Avas  0-157,  in  1902  it  was  0-1909,  in  1901  it  aauis  0-099,  and  in  1900  it  was 
0*173  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  Death-rate  from  this  cause  in  England  and  Wales  in  1906  Avas 
0-17,  it  was  0-16  per  1000  of  the  population  for  the  year  1905,  0-17  per  1000  for  the  year  1904,  0-18  per 
1000  for  the  year  1903,  0-23  per  1000  for  the  year  1902  0-27  per  1000  for  the  year  1901,  and  for  the  year 
1900  it  Avas  6-29  per  1000. 

Of  the  244  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts,  11  Avere  reported  from  Salisbury,  136  from  SAATindon, 
37  from  TroAvbridge,  and  19  from  Wilton.  Of  the  100  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts,  10  Avere  reported 
from  Chippenham,  11  from  Cricklade,  7  from  Devizes,  16  from  HighAvorth,  4  from  PeAvsey,  2  from 
Salisbury,  and  9  from  Wilton.  The  deaths  in  the- Urban  Districts  occurred  at  Swindon  9,  TroAvbridge  4, 
Bradford  1,  Caine  1,  Chippenham  2,  Malmesbury  1,  Marlborough  1,  and  Warminster  2.  In  the  Rural 
Districts — Devizes  2,  Tetbury  1,  and  Salisbury  1. 


23 

There  can  be  no  excuse  for  failure  in  diagnosis  of  this  disease  in  Wiltshire,  as  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  are,  upon  application,  supplied  gratis  from  the  County  Laboratory  with  outfits  for  collecting 
material  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  these  examinations  are  made  free  of  all  cost  to  the  District 
Council.  From  some  districts,  material  from  the  majority  of  suspected  cases  is  sent  in  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  report,  whilst  from  other  districts  no  material  whatever  is  sent. 

The  case  mortality  in  the  Urban  Districts  was  as  follows  : — Trowbridge  10*8  per  cent.,  Swindon  6-61 
per  cent.,  Bradford  100  per  cent.,  Caine  20  per  cent.,  Chippenham  18T8  per  cent  ,  Malmesbury  100  per 
cent.,  Marlborough  11T  per  cent.,  and  Warminster  25  per  cent.,  whilst  in  Devizes,  Melksham,  Salisbury,  and 
Wilton  all  the  cases  notified  recovered.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  case  mortality  was : — Devizes  25-7 
per  cent.,  Salisbury  50  per  cent.,  and  Tisbury  100  per  cent.  In  Amesbury,  Bradford-on -Avon,  Caine, 
Chippenham,  Cricklade,  High  worth,  Malmesbury,  Marlborough,  Melksham,  Mere,  Pewsey,  Tisbury,. 
Warminster,  Westbury,  and  Wilton  Districts,  all  the  cases  notified  recovered. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  various  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  during  the  past  year,  school  infection  has 
been  proved  as  an  important  factor  in  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Mild  cases  of  the  disease  which  had 
been  considered  simple  “sore  throat  ”  had  inmost  cases  preceded  the  outbreak.  Effective  isolation  of 
the  patients  in  hospital  has  been  productive  of  very  satisfactory  results  at  Swindon,  Devizes,  Wootton 
Bassett,  and  Trowbridge.  In  the  three  latter  hospitals,  patients  are  not  discharged  until  a  satisfactory 
report  is  received  from  the  County  Laboratory  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  material  from  the 
throats  and  noses.  At  Swindon  the  examination  is  made  at  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Streeton,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Swindon,  in  his  report  says  : 

“  The  origin  of  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  is  difficult  and  often  impossible  to  trace.  There  is 
“  the  possibility  of  the  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  being  present  in  a  latent  form  in  some  locality,  only 
“  awaiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  become  active.  Under  favourable  conditions  it  may  become 
“  virulent,  and  infection  having  taken  place,  the  disease  is  communicated  by  either  direct  or  indirect 
“  contact  from  one  person  to  another  with  varying  rapidity.  Local  conditions,  such  as  insanitary 
“  surroundings,  stagnant  air,  bad  and  offensive  smells,  damp  houses,  are  contributing  causes  to  the 
“  spread  of  infection  by  the  influence  they  have  in  lowering  the  health  of  the  district  and  the  powers 
“of  resistance  of  individuals.  Out  of  136  cases  notified,  112  were  in  attendance  at  the  Elementary 
“  Schools,  and,  no  doubt,  very  many  infections  were  contracted  in  them.  I  regard  this  as  most 
“probable  in  the  case  of  the  North  Ward,  where  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred,  as  the 
“  Elementary  Schools  serving  this  district  have  been  considerably  overcrowded  owing  to  the 
“  non-completion  of  the  new  Ferndale  Road  Schools.  Local  conditions  may  have  existed  in  the 
“  West  Ward,  which  by  lowering  the  health  and  powers  of  resistance  of  the  community  may  have 
“  predisposed  to  the  disease  of  diphtheria.  It  is  well-known  that  offensive  smells  have  been  a  cause 
“  of  complaint  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rodbourne  Sewage  Farm  when  the  wind  is  in  certain 
“  directions.  Then,  again,  I  have  before  referred  to  the  bad  class  of  dwelling  which  prevails  in  parts 
“  of  this  Ward  as  not  being  conducive  to  health.” 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever.  - 

This  disease  did  not  appear  in  epidemic  form  in  any  part  of  the  County  during  the  year,  and  three 
fewer  cases  were  notified  than  in  1905.  Thirty- three  cases  in  all  were  notified,  as  compared  with  36  cases 
in  1905,  of  which  25  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  8  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Two  of  the  Urban 
cases  terminated  fatally,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  6-06  per  cent.  The  Death-rate  from  this  cause  was 
0*007  per  1000  of  the  population,  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  0-09  for  England  and 
Wales.  Of  the  25  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts,  one  occurred  at  Chippenham,  6  at  Salisbury  (with 
one  death),  6  cases  occurred  at  Swindon  (with  one  death),  one  at  Warminster,  and  9  at  Westbury.  Of 
the  8  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts,  two  occurred  in  the  Amesbury  District,  three  Bradford,  one 
Chippenham,  one  Devizes,  one  Mere,  and  one  in  the  Westbury  District. 

There  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  county,  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  great  improvement  in  the  water  supply,  and  increased  attention  paid  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  dwellings.  The  chief  outbreak  occurred  in  the  town  of  Westbury,  and  here  it  was 
confined  to  a  limited  area  in  a  portion  of  the  town  where  the  drainage  is  not  altogether  satisfactory. 
Unfortunately  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  indisposed  at  the  time  and  the  early  history  of  the  cases 
is  not  recorded  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  direct  cause  of  the  outbreak.  The  Medical 
Officer’s  report  throws  no  light  upon  the  matter.  With  regard  to  some  of  the  other  cases  in  the  County 
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there  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis.  In  some  instances  it  was  verified  by  Widal’s 
test  at  the  County  Laboratory.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  facilities  offered  free  of  cost  by  the  County 
Laboratory  for  the  investigation  of  cases  of  this  and  other  forms  of  Infectious  Disease  are  not  more  fully 
used  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  Out  of  the  number  of  cases  submitted  for  examination  a 
negative  result  was  obtained  in  more  than  45  cases,  and  these  cases  turned  out  to  be  some  other  form  of 
disease.  Several  of  the  notified  cases  could  be  clearly  traced  to  a  source  of  infection  outside  the  county. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  fourteen  cases  notified,  four  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  ten  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Two 
of  the  Urban  cases  died,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  14*2  per  cent.  In  the  Urban  Districts,  one  case  was 
notified  from  Salisbury,  two  from  Trowbridge  (with  two  deaths),  and  one  from  Westbury.  In  the  Rural 
Districts,  four  cases  were  notified  in  the  Chippenham  District,  one  case  notified  in  the  Devizes  District, 
one  case  notified  from  Malmesbury,,  one  case  from  Tisbury,  one  case  notified  in  the  Warminster  District, 
and  two  in  the  Westbury  District. 

About  one  half  of  the  confinements  in  the  County  are  attended  by  Midwives,  and  many,  indeed  the 
considerable  majority,  are  entirely  without  training,  and  a  large  percentage  are  illiterate.  One  of  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  is  that  when  the  temperature  of  the  mother  reaches  101*4 
with  quickening  of  the  pulse  for  24  hours,  medical  assistance  must  be  obtained  ;  as  some  of  the  women 
cannot  use  a  thermometer,  it  is  impossible  for  the  rule  to  be  fully  observed.  As  Inspector  of  Mid  wives  I 
have  personally  inquired  into  some  of  the  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
more  cases  than  are  notified  occur  in  Midwives  practice,  as  they  are  comparatively  slight  they  are  not  seen 
by  medical  men.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  some  more  precise  definition  of  this  disease  does  not 
exist.  In  my  report  last  year  I  gave  the  definition  which  the  North  Western  Branch  of  the  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  W.  J.  Sinclair,  considered  that  they  were  in  a 
position  to  recommend  for  the  purposes  of  administration,  and  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  if  it  was 
universally  adopted.  It  was  as  follows  : — 

Definition  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

“For  the  purpose  of  the  Notification  Acts,  1889  and  1899,  the  term  Puerperal  Fever  shall 
“  include  all  cases  in  which,  within  seven  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  alive  or  still-born,  the 
“  mother  shall  have  a  rise  of  temperature  exceeding  100*4  F.,  with  a  quick  pulse,  maintained  for  a 
“  period  exceeding  24  hours,  without  any  ascertainable  cause  other  than  the  puerperal  state.  It  shall 
“  also  include  all  cases  in  which,  within  seven  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  there  has  been  the 
“  occurrence  of  rigor  (with  attendant  illness)  without  any  ascertainable  cause  other  than  the 
“  puerperal  state.” 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  less  prevalent  throughout  the  county  than  it  has  been  for  very  many  years  past, 
only  7  deaths  being  registered  compared  with  48  in  1905,  and  67  in  1904.  One  death  occurred  in  Urban 
Districts  at  Swindon,  and  six  in  Rural  Districts,  viz. :  Chippenham  8,  Highworth  3.  The  Death-rate  for 
the  Administrative  County  from  this  cause  was  only  0*025  per  1,000  of  the  population,  against  0*156  for 
1905,  and  0*244  for  1904.  The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  this  cause  for  1906  was  0*27  per 
1,000. 

Measles  is  now  only  notifiable  in  two  districts  in  the  County,  namely,  Devizes  Borough,  and  Cricklade 
and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District ;  in  the  former  only  five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
against  9  in  1905,  in  the  latter  8  cases,  against  110  in  1905.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  in 
either  of  these  districts. 

Measles  epidemics  occur  in  periods,  the  periods  between  epidemics  of  late  years  has  become  longer, 
but  the  epidemicity  has  increased.  As  we  have  been  comparatively  free  from  the  disease  now  for  some 
years  it  is  probable  when  next  it  is  introduced  that  the  numbers  attacked  will  be  great.  There  is  great 
difficulty  in  controlling  the  disease  when  it  has  once  got  headway.  Closing  of  schools  is  generally 
resorted  to,  but  this  step  is  taken  chiefly  in  the  interests  of  the  school  grant  when  the  disease  has  got 
firm  hold,  and  the  attendance  greatly  reduced,  and  is  of  little,  if  any  use  in  controlling  the  disease.  I 
agree  with  Dr.  Kerr  (Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Committee  of  the  London  Council),  who 
says  the  proper  time  for  closing  schools  on  account  of  Measles  is  on  the  occurrence  of  the  first  known  case , 
and  if  this  is  carried  out,  closure  for  a  short  time- — 7  to  12  days — is  sufficient.  It  is  necessary  that  such 
action  should  be  systematic. 
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Measles  fatality  is  mainly  limited  to  childhood,  quite  93  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurring  within  the 
first  five  years  of  age ;  therefore  the  longer  the  attack  can  be  postponed  the  less  likely  it  is  to  prove  fatal. 
School  attendance  of  very  young  children  is  almost  entirely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  Measles,  which 
is  the  most  infectious  disease  among  infants, and  therefore  should  constitute  an  argument  against  herding 
verv  young  children  together  in  large  numbers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Thirty-nine  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  compared  with  62  in  1905,  23  in  1904,  and  16  in 
1903  ;  giving  a  Death-rate  for  the  County  of  0-141  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  Death-rate  in  this 
County  in  1905  was  0-225,  in  1904  was  6-083,  in  1903  it  was  0-58,  in  1902  it  was  0-22,  in  1901  it  was 
0-18,  in  1900  it  was  0-068,  and  in  1899  it  was  0-25.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1906  was  0-23 
in  1905,  it  was  0-25  in  1904,  it  was  0-34,  in  1903  it  was  0-27,  for  1902  it  was  0-29,  in  1901  0-30  and  for 
1900  0-34. 


Diarkhcea. 

This  disease  was  more  fatal  than  in  1905,  65  deaths  occurring,  against  38  in  1905,  equal  to  a  Death- 
rate  of  0-235  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1906  was  0-87,  and  for 
1905  was  0-59  per  1,000,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the  large  towns,  the  rate  was  0-52. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  the  greatest  mortality  was  in  Salisbury,  where  the  Death-rate  from  this  cause 
was  0-69,  and  Trowbridge  0-61 ;  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  Highworth 
District,  the  Death-rate  being  0-894.  In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury,  Marlborough,  Melksham, 
Salisbury,  Tisbury,  Warminster,  and  Westbury,  there  were  no  deaths  registered  from  this  cause. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  for  the  past  13  years  : — 


1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Combined  Urban  Districts 

21 

42 

24 

32 

66 

110 

34 

35 

16 

14 

30 

24 

35 

Combined  Rural  Districts 

13 

33 

27 

35 

33 

57 

33 

23 

30 

17 

22 

14 

30 

Administrative  County  . . 

34 

75 

51 

67 

99 

167 

67 

58 

46 

31 

52 

38 

65 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  position  of  the  County  with  respect  to  Isolation  Hospitals  for  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  was 
the  same  at  the  end  of  1906  as  in  1905,  no  additions  having  been  made.  Portions  of  the  Countj^  are 
still  without  any  provision  for  the  Isolation  of  any  form  of  Infectious  Disease.  The  district  where  the 
want  is  most  felt  is  in  the  Pewsey  District  and  Mere  District.  The  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  present  met 
with  is  not  as  malignant  as  in  former  years,  but  the  change  of  type  of  an  Infectious  is  not 
unusual,  but  the  change  is  usually  not  permanent ;  in  other  words  not  only  do  such  diseases  occur  in 
epidemic  “  waves  ”  at  varying  intervals  of  years,  but  the  character  and  malignancy  also  varies. 
Diphtheria  has  not  been  reduced  in  malignancy,  but  success  in  treatment  has  much  increased  since  the 
discovery  of  antioxin.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  treatment  are  not  so  patent  when  patients 
are  treated  at  home  unless  thoroughly  skilled  nursing  in  properly  warmed  and  ventilated  rooms  is 
available.  There  can  be  no  question  that  great  benefits  have  been  obtained  from  the  Isolation  Hospital 
treatment  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  removal  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  (especially  first  cases)  from  over-crowded  dwellings  must  be  obvious.  Working  upon 
the  lines  of  calculating  the  rate  on  terms  of  the  population  exposed  to  the  infection  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
Dr.  Malet,  of  Wolverhampton,  has  collected  the-  facts  relating  to  4,864  cases  of  infectable  children 
living  in  1,758  houses.  Pie  found  that  after  removal  to  Hospitals  4-8  per  cent,  of  the  remaining 
children  contracted  the  disease,  but  when  the  cases  were  left  at  home  28-2  per  cent,  of  the  other 
children  were  infected.  There  are  dangers  in  connection  with  Isolation  Hospitals  which  must  be 
clearly  faced,  an  instance  has  unfortunately  arisen  in  connection  with  the  Caine  Hospital  on  which  I 
have  made  a  special  report.  I  fear  in  the  effort  to  remove  every  case  to  Hospital  that  serious  risks  are 
run  at  Swindon  from  the  inevitable  overcrowding.  The  wards  of  Isolation  Hospitals  should  be 
disinfected  at  least  once  a  month,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  arranging  for  this  in  overcrowded 
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Hospitals.  More  patients  are  admitted  to  onr  Hospitals  than  they  are  designed  for,  and  some  means: 
should  be  devised  to  prevent  this.  It  is  absurd  for  specific  floor  space  and  cubic  space  to  be  insisted 
upon  by  the  Local  Government  Board  when  loans  are  applied  for,  and  immediately  the  Hospital  is, 
erected  for  double  the  number  of  patients  to  be  crowded  into  the  Wards.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken 
that  the  process  of  disinfection  of  the  patient’s  person  and  clothing  is  thorough  before  he  is  discharged. 
Without  a  proper  discharge  block  attached  to  the  Hospital  there  is  often  difficulty  in  thoroughly 
carrying  out  of  the  necessary  routine.  I  have  also  strongly  advised  that  when  the  patient  goes  home 
he  should  take  with  him  a  notice  similar  to  that  issued  by  Dr.  Boobbyor,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Nottingham  County  Borough,  as  follows  : — 

TO  PARENTS,  GUARDIANS,  AND  OTHERS. 

“  Although  every  care  is  exercised  to  prevent  the  carriage  of  infection  by  persons  discharged 
“  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  it  is  impossible  in  some  instances  to  insure  against  such  an  accident, 
“for  no  one  can  say  with  certainty  how  long  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  may  lurk  in  the  system. 
“  Parents  and  others  are  warned  against  allowing  recently-discharged  patients  to  come  into 
“  unnecessarily  intimate  contact  with  others.  No  person  discharged  from  a  Fever  Hospital  should  be 
“  allowed  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  as  another  until  at  least  a  fortnight  after  discharge.  A  short 
“  holiday  in  the  country  (spent  as  far  as  possible  in  the  open  air,  and  apart  from  susceptible  children) 
“is  desirable  after  convalescence  from  Scarlet  Fever.  All  persons  recovering  from  Scarlet  Fever  or 
“  Diphtheria  should  be  warmly  clothed  and  otherwise  protected  against  cold.  Any  recently-discharged 
“  person  who  complains  of  sore  throat,  nose,  or  ears,  or  has  a  breaking  out  on  the  skin,  should  be  at 
“  once  isolated,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  a  medical  man.  In  any  case  the  Corporation  cannot 
“  accept  responsibility  or  liability  for  the  outbreak  of  infection  occurring  among  the  companions  of 
“persons  recently  discharged  from  Hospital.” 

When  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  are  isolated  at  the  same  Hospital  there  should  be  absolutely 
no  communication  between  the  Scarlet  Fever  Wards  and  the  Diphtheria  Wards.  Anyone  departing 
from  this  rule  should  be  instantly  dismissed.  The  Doctor  should  be  the  only  person  entering  both 
Wards,  and  he  should  enter  the  Diphtheria  Ward  last,  and  wash  his  hands  and  change  his  overall  before 
entering  the  Ward.  Scarlet  Fever  patients  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  Diphtheria.  Failure  to  take 
these  necessary  precautions  has  been  followed  by  fatal  results  in  one  Hospital  during  the  present  year. 

The  Local  Government  Board  by  a  general  order  dated  June  2nd,  1903,  have  drawn  up  a  schedule  form 
of  financial  statement,  but  the  details  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  accurate  comparison  to  be  made.  My 
friend,  Dr.  Barwise,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Derbyshire,  has  prepared  a  series  of  forms  and  books 
for  rendering  a  return  to  the  County  Council  which  would  prove  of  great  advantage  if  adopted  in  this 
County.  Isolation  Hospitals  entail  a  great  expense  upon  the  County,  and  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken 
to  see  that  the  money  is  expended  to  the  best  advantage  and  extravagance  and  waste  avoided. 

Calne. — This  Hospital  was  used  during  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  12  cases,  3  Diphtheria  and  9 
Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Urban  District,  and  1  Diphtheria  and  5  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Kural  District. 
There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Hospital. 

Chippenham. — 47  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  viz.,  2  Diphtheria  and  22  Scarlet  Fever  from 
the  Urban  District,  and  5  Diphtheria  and  18  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Rural  District.  The  furniture  of  the 
Hospital  has  been  improved,  and  the  condition  of  the  establishment  throughout  the  year  well  maintained. 
Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  much  needed  enlargement  of  the  Laundry,  and  the  provision  of  room 
for  ironing  and  airing  clothing,  but  the  buildings  have  not  yet  been  commenced.  The  Matron,  Miss 
W  arren,  still  remains,  but  there  have  been  changes  in  the  Caretaker  during  the  year.  Only  one  death 
occurred,  viz.,  that  of  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Rural  District. 

Cricklade.— Only  6  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  viz.,  2  Diphtheria  and  4 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  work  of  providing  the  much  needed  Laundry  and  Mortuary  and  Disinfecting 
Apparatus  has  not  yet  been  undertaken.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Devizes.-  -This  Hospital  was  very  extensively  used  during  the  year,  5  cases  being  admitted  from  the 
Urban  District,  viz.,  2  Diphtheria,  1  Erysipelas  and  2  Enteric  Fever,  and  57  from  the  Rural  District,  viz., 
7  Diphtheria  and  50  Scarlet  Fever.  2  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  3  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
terminated  fatally. 

Malmesbury. — One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on  December  20th  and  was  allowed 
to  leave  on  December  24th,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  bacteriological  examination  showed  that  the 
Diphtheria  Klebs  Loeffler  Bacillus  was  present  in  the  man’s  throat.  This  gave  rise,  and  justly  so,  to  a 
discussion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  report, 
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says :  “  The  accommodation  is  inadequate,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  are  conferring  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Urban  District  Council  with  reference  to  the  provision  of  a  Joint  Hospital.”  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  this  is  really  necessary,  the  present  Hospital  being  very  unsatisfactory.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  says  if  it  were  added  to,  properly  warmed,  nurses  quarters  provided,  and  generally  renovated  it 
might  prove  satisfactory  for  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  only. 

Marlborough. — 86  cases  were  admitted  to  this  Hospital,  5  Diphtheria  and  19  Scarlet  Fever  from  the 
Urban  District,  and  4  Diphtheria,  1  Erysipelas,  and  7  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Rural  Districts.  One  death 
occurred  in  the  Diphtheria  patients  from  the  Urban  District.  This  child  was  not  treated  medically  until 
quite  late  in  the  disease.  The  arrangements  at  the  Hospital  have  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year. 

Salisbury. — The  Committee  of  this  Hospital  have  had  several  meetings  during  the  year  and  a  site  has 
been  selected  and  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  held,  and  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  awaited  for  the  purchase  of  the  site.  The  Bungalow  is  still  being  utilized  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  and  31  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  there  during  the  year.  No  return  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  occurred.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  Hospital  amongst  the  staff.  The  Medical 
Officer  says  :  With  regard  to  the  payment  of  fees  for  treatment  in  the  Hospital  when  the  wages  of  the 
“  family  do  not  exceed  a  fixed  sum,  I  have  urged  in  Committee  and  recommend  now  that  these  fees,  except 
“  in  special  circumstances,  be  abolished.  In  my  opinion,  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  Hospital  or  doing 
“  anything  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole, 
“  and  therefore  the  cost  of  this  benefit  ought  to  be  shared  by  the  population  and  not  to  be  put  on  the  wage 
“  earner  who  happens  to  have  the  misfortune  of  disease  in  his  family.” 

Swindon. — It  is  evident  that  the  resources  of  this  Hospital  have  been  severely  taxed  during  the  year, 
540  patients  having  been  admitted  as  against  417  in  1905.  Of  these  patients  132  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
188  Scarlet  Fever,  and  3  of  Enteric  Fever  were  admitted  from  the  Borough  of  Swindon,  and  15  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  102  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Highworth  Rural  District.  26  deaths  occurred,  viz., 

9  Diphtheria,  16  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  Enteric  Fever  all  from  the  Urban  District.  The  lighting  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  Hospital  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  provision  of  electric  light,  and  enquiry  has  been 
held  into  the  excessive  cost  of  coal  for  this  Hospital  and  the  result  of  the  enquiry  is  awaited.  The 
Administrative  Block  for  some  time  past  has  proved  altogether  inadequate,  and  accommodation  for  nurses 
has  been  provided  by  the  erection  of  temporary  buildings,  a  grant  for  which  has  been  made  by  the  County 
Council. 

Trowbridge. — This  Hospital  which  was  opened  on  the  18th  November,  1905,  has  been  very  extensively 
used,  96  patients  having  been  admitted,  viz.,  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban 
District,  25  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  24  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Trowbridge  Urban  District,  7  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  from  the  Westbury  Urban  District,  4  cases  of  Diphtheria,  15  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of 
Enteric  Fever  from  the  Bradford-on-Avon  Rural  District,  and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Melksham 
Rural  District.  This  is  a  well  equipped  Hospital  and  it  has  served  a  very  useful  purpose  during  the  year, 
serious  epidemics  having  been  prevented  or  arrested. 

Warminster. — 10  cases  were  removed  to  the  cottages  which  serve  as  a  Hospital  for  this  district,  viz.,  4 
Diphtheria  and  6  Scarlet  Fever.  2  deaths  occurred  among  the  Diphtheria  patients.  The  question  of  the 
Small  Pox  Hospital  has  not  received  much  attention  during  the  year.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
says,  “  One  reason  was,  I  think,  that  the  Council  were  expecting  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  County 
“  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  some  other  Authority,  referring  to  the  statement  in  my  last  year’s  report 
“  that  the  present  Hospital  should,  if  occasion  required,  be  used  as  a  temporary  Small  Pox  Hospital.”  I 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  premises  are  absolutely  unsuited  for  the  treatment  of  Small  Pox 
cases,  and  in  my  opinion  if  cases  were  treated  there  they  would  be  a  source  of  serious  danger  to  the 
community. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  past  8  years  enormous  strides  have  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply 
of  the  County.  Districts  which  were  previously  without  a  supply  of  pure  water  are  now  well  supplied 
with  that  indispensable  commodity,  whilst  schemes  are  under  consideration  and  in  a  fair  way  of 
accomplishment  for  a  number  of  other  districts.  In  rural  districts  where  great  apathy  originally  existed 
there  is  now  a  keen  desire  for  water  supplies.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  requirements  of  the  Dairy 
Industry.  Farmers  find  an  increasing  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  their  milk  unless  their  water 
supply  is  above  suspicion,  those  farmers  who  have  a  good  pure  water  supply  being  able  to  send  their 
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milk  to  distant  markets  and  obtain  better  prices.  Some  districts  of  the  County  are  still  unsupplied,  and 
the  difficulties  appear  almost  insuperable.  Westwood  in  the  Bradford-on- Avon  Rural  District,  which 
appeared  in  the  early  part  of  1906  to  be  within  measurable  distance  of  obtaining  a  supply,  is  now  as  far 
off  as  ever,  and  as  one  difficulty  is  conquered  fresh  difficulties  arise.  The  want  of  a  water  supply  is 
acute,  but  I  know  of  few  districts  in  England  where  so  many  difficulties  of  physical,  geological,  and 
financial  character  exist.  The  borrowing  powers  of  the  Parish  are  extremely  limited  and  the  Local 
Authority  does  not  accept  or  act  promptly  upon  the  advice  of  its  expert  advisers. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford -on -Avon. — In  spite  of  the  long  continued  dry  weather  of  the  past  summer  on  no  occasion 
was  the  water  supply  curtailed.  This  is  a  satisfactory  improvement  upon  past  years.  The  water  supply 
of  the  town  is  not  of  the  highest  quality,  and  the  source  from  which  it  is  obtained  requires  careful 
observation  and  the  water  careful  filtration  before  distribution. 

Calne. — The  supply  from  the  Company’s  mains  is  ample  and  the  water  of  great  purity.  There  are 
now  785  premises  in  the  Borough  supplied  by  the  Company.  169  houses  are  supplied  from  other  sources. 

Chippenham. — The  extensions  of  the  Waterworks  are  now  completed  and  the  new  service  reservoir  at 
Hardenhuish  in  use.  During  a  portion  of  the  year  there  was  considerable  trouble  in  the  supply  in 
consequence  of  rust  in  the  water  ;  this  has  now  abated.  The  quality  of  the  water  as  proved  by  analyses 
is  above  suspicion  and  the  supply  ample,  although  portions  of  the  Rural  District  have  been  supplied. 

Devizes.— No  interruption  to  the  usual  quantity  of  supply  has  taken  place  during  the  year  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  has  been  maintained  at  a  high  standard.  There  is  still  no  meter  at  the  output,  so  it 
is  impossible  to  estimate  properly  the  quantity  of  water  that  has  been  pumped.  There  has  been  no 
difficulty  in  maintaining  the  supply  throughout  the  year. 

Malmesbury. — The  water  supply  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  usual  in  consequence  of  the  supply 
being  turned  off  for  9  hours  at  night.  There  is  considerable  danger  in  a  District  of  this  character  with 
an  intermittent  water  supply.  The  character  of  the  water  upon  analyses  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Marlborough. — The  supply  is  excellent.  The  water  has  the  ordinary  qualities  of  a  typical  chalk 
water.  The  temporary  hardness  is  19  degrees  and  the  permanent  4  degrees.  This  water  could  be 
softened  to  the  advantage  of  the  inhabitants. 

Melksham. — The  town  is  supplied  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company,  nearly  every  house  in  the 
town  being  connected  with  the  mains.  The  daily  consumption  per  head  is  about  20  gallons.  The  supply 
is  constant,  but  there  were  many  interruptions  in  July  and  August,  and  also  a  general  want  of  pressure. 
A  new  and  larger  main  has  been  laid  between  a  portion  of  the  distance  between  Trowbridge  and 
Melksham,  and  the  pressure  has  been  much  improved. 

Salisbury. — The  supply  is  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  the  sources  being  4  in  number  and  is  ample 
in  quantity.  Three  of  the  wells  are  owned  by  the  District  Council,  and  one  by  a  Company  with 
Parliamentary  powers.  Four  samples  per  quarter  were  taken  from  each  of  the  four  sources  for  analyses, 
and  a  high  standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  The  water  supply  per  head  of  the  population  for  domestic 
purposes  is  21  gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes  16  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

Swindon.- — The  Ogbourne  Well  is  now  completed  and  lined  to  a  depth  of  200  feet  and  a  five  inch 
bore  hole  has  been  put  down  to  the  gault  formation  about  thirty- seven  feet  below.  The  well  is  13  feet  in 
diameter,  and  it  receives  a  supply  of  water  from  a  shallower  well  sunk  beside  it.  This  supplemental  well 
A  105  feet  deep,  and  has  a  diameter  of  7  feet  and  is  connected  with  No.  1  well  by  a  tunnel  at  the  bottom, 
is  bore  hole  to  connect  the  bottom  of  the  No.  2  well  with  that  of  No.  1  will  be  put  in  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  a  water  cascade  half-way  down  No.  1.  The  pumps  are  now  fixed  and  the  well  is  ready  for 
use  when  required.  The  cempletion  of  this  well  has  removed  a  source  of  danger  which  existed.  The 
Ogbourne  Well  water  was  used  during  the  year  to  supplement  the  Wroughton  Supply.  It  Avas,  hoAvever, 
cut  off  in  the  third  week  in  November  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  some  bacilli  coli  communis  in 
the  water  and  an  epidemic  occurring  in  the  town.  There  is  a  probability  that  the  bacilli  coli  communis 
were  derived  from  the  men  Avho  were  at  that  time  Avorking  in  the  Avell  at  Ogbourne.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  did  not  himself  connect  the  temporary  condition  of  the  Avater  supply  with  the  outbreak 
of  disease. 

Trowbridge.- — There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  throughout  the  year,  and  the  quality  has  been 
well  maintained.  The  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  20  additional  houses. 
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Warminster. — The  water  continues  to  show  a  high  degree  of  purity.  The  yield  of  the  Jersey  Hill 
Spring  has  been  gradually  decreasing  during  the  last  3  years.  This  became  particularly  noticeable  during 
the  past  summer,  and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  up  a  constant  supply  for  the  town.  It 
was  found  that  large  quantities  of  water  passed  the  well  and  wasted  itself  in  the  pond.  This  has  now 
been  intercepted  and  collected  in  a  new  reservoir  capable  of  holding  about  50,000  gallons.  The  daily 
average  consumption  of  water  amounts  to  125,000  gallons.  All  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  water  supply 
of  the  town  has  not  yet  been  removed. 

Westbury. — The  water  supply  in  the  hands  of  the  Authorities  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
quality  is  good  and  the  supply  ample. 

Wilton. — The  water  has  been  examined  on  five  occasions  throughout  the  year  and  has  always  been 
of  excellent  quality  and  the  supply  abundant  and  pressure  sufficient.  There  are  536  houses  supplied 
with  the  water  from  the  town  mains.  The  remaining  outlying  cottages  are  supplied  from  wells  and  rain 
tanks. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a  public  supply  for  the 
town  of  Amesbury,  although  it  was  shown  in  1905  that  the  majority  of  the  89  wells  in  use  in  the  town 
were  contaminated  with  sewage  matter.  Six  new  tube  wells  have  been  sunk  at  Bulford. 

Bradford -on -Avon. — The  difficulty  at  Westwood  remains  unsolved.  At  Avoncliff  a  small  covered 
cistern  to  collect  the  water  from  the  spring  has  been  provided.  During  the  dry  season  a  number  of  the 
wells  at  Wraxall  ran  dry,  and  had  it  not  been  for  a  private  well  belonging  to  Mr.  Pennon  a  very  serious 
state  of  things  would  have  occurred. 

Calne. — There  have  been  some  improvements  in  the  water  supply  of  this  district  during  the  year. 

Chippenham. — This  district  is  not  naturally  well  supplied  with  wTater.  A  new  reservoir  of  the 
Chippenham  Urban  Council  is  situate  at  Hardenhuish  in  the  Rural  District,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  supply  water  to  parts  of  Hardenhuish  and  Chippenham  Without.  There  is  a  demand  for  water 
in  Kington  St.  Michael  and  Kington  Langley.  Both  these  districts  could  easily  obtain  a  supply  from 
this  source.  The  water  from  Biddestone  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Rural  District  Council.  The  water  mains  have  been  extended  to  new  houses  in  the  Langley  Burrell 
parish. 

Cricklade. — The  town  of  Wootton  Bassett  has  been  benefited  by  the  supplemental  supply,  and 
there  has  been  no  scarcity  at  any  time  during  the  year.  At  Purton  the  supply  has  been  extended  and 
about  20  additional  houses  supplied.  A  public  supply  is  contemplated  at  Purton  Stoke.  A  Local 
Government  enquiry  has  been  held  and  investigations  to  ascertain  the  best  sources  from  which  the  water 
can  be  obtained.  There  was  a  certain  amount  of  prejudice  against  the  new  public  supply  at  Cricklade. 
I  visited  and  inspected  the  works  and  took  samples  from  various  parts  and  was  able  to  declare  the  water 
as  delivered  of  very  good  quality.  The  inhabitants  have  been  reassured  and  the  number  of  connections 
has  been  greatly  increased,  115  houses  being  connected  during  the  year. 

Devizes. — There  appears  to  have  been  no  extensions  of  water  supply  during  the  year,  and  Cheverell 
Green,  Cuckoo’s  Green,  and  Worton  are  still  inadequately  supplied.  No  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken 
to  remedy  the  defect. 

Highworth. — The  public  supply  at  Highworth  has  been  ample,  and  there  has  been  no  trouble  with 
the  pumps  or  machinery.  A  Local  Government  enquiry  has  been  held  and  the  supply  is  being  extended 
to  Inglesham.  A  portion  of  the  Blunsdon  District,  viz.,  Blunsdon  Hill,  is  without  water  during  a  portion 
of  the  year.  Some  polluted  wells  have  been  closed  at  Rodbourne,  but  it  is  probable  many  more  are  polluted ; 
these  will  receive  attention.  There  is  no  excuse  for  using  polluted  water,  as  water  of  known  purity  is 
now  within  the  reach  of  everyone  within  this  parish.  Nearly  every  well  in  the  parish  of  South  Marston 
was  sampled  by  me,  and  my  report  practically  condemned  the  water  supply  of  the  village.  Cleansing  of 
a  number  of  the  wells  was  not  followed  by  beneficial  results  except  in  one  instance.  There  is  great 
opposition  to  any  scheme  for  a  public  supply,  and  the  present  position  is  that  of  a  deadlock,  pending 
further  action  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Malmesbury. — The  supply  at  Sherston  continues  to  be  satisfactory  as  regard  quantity  and  quality. 
Nothing  further  has  been  done  by  the  Rural  District  Council  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a  water 
supply  for  Oaksey.  The  experimental  wells  which  were  sunk  have  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
sources  of  pollution  were  obvious  on  examination  of  the  site. 
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Marlborough.- — The  supply  of  water  in  this  district  has  been  more  plentiful  during  the  year. 

Melksham. — The  prolonged  drought  of  the  summer  and  autumn  caused  great  shortage  of  water. 
This  was  most  marked  at  Seend,  Shaw  Hill,  Whitley,  and  Woodrow.  In  the  absence  of  a  better  pressure 
from  the  Water  Company  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  storage  cisterns  at  Seend.  The  Council  carted 
water  round  the  lower  part  of  Seend  Cleeve  at  a  considerable  expense.  Efforts  have  now  been  made  by 
well  sinking  to  remedy  this  serious  defect. 

Mere.  — East  Knoyle  has  now  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water  obtained  from  a  well  near  Knoyle 
House,  and  pumped  to  a  reservoir  ;in  Clouds  Park.  Suitable  stand  pipes  are  erected  at  convenient 
places.  Several  farmers  at  East  Knoyle  have  also  received  a  supply  from  the  same  source.  Mere, 
Sedgehill,  and  West  Knoyle  suffered  in  those  months  during  the  summer  when  the  rainfall  was  low. 
The  scheme  for  supplying  these  parishes  which  the  Council  was  considering  appears  at  present  to  be  in 
abeyance.  It  should  receive  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Pewsey.— Land  has  been  purchased  and  an  experimental  well  sunk  at  Pewsey,  a  loan  of  £900  being 
granted  for  the  work.  Unfortunately  an  extension  of  time  has  been  given  to  the  Ludgershall  Water 
Company,  and  in  consequence  there  is  little  prospect  of  this  district  being  supplied  with  water  in  the  near 
future. 

Ramsbury. — There  are  no  public  supplies  in  this  district,  water  being  derived  from  wells.  Where 
these  are  deep  and  in  the  chalk  water  is  usually  good.  Eour  polluted  shallow  wells  and  three  cases  of 
deficient  supply  were  dealt  with. 

Salisbury. — The  question  has  come  in  for  a  great  deal  of  attention  during  the  year.  Four  new 
wells  have  been  sunk,  ten  cleansed  and  repaired,  and  one  closed  because  it  appeared  to  be  permanently 
polluted.  Alderbury  has  a  supply  provided  by  Lord  Radnor,  and  a  scheme  for  a  similar  supply  for 
Bodenham,  Nunton,  and  Odstock.  Many  of  the  houses  at  Winterslow  are  provided  from  the  private 
reservoir  of  Mr.  Clough. 

Tisbury. — There  is  every  prospect  now  of  a  satisfactory  supply  for  the  town  of  Tisbury  being 
obtained  from  the  Lawn  Springs  which  have  been  carefully  guaged  and  tested  during  the  year.  The 
water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  the  supply  ample. 

Warminster. — The  supply  at  Upton  Scudamore  is  now  satisfactory.  The  Corsley  water  has  not 
been  expended.  Chapmanslade,  Iieytesbury,  Norton  Bavant,  and  part  of  Stockton  have  an  efficient 
water  supply  ;  Bishopstrow  is  supplied  by  the  Warminster  town  mains. 

Westbury. — Nothing  has  been  done  towards  providing  a  supply  at  Steeple  Ashton.  I  analyzed  the 
whole  of  the  wells  in  this  parish,  and  the  majority  were  found  to  be  dangerously  polluted.  A  serious 
epidemic  occurred  in  this  village  during  the  year,  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attributed  to  the 
water  supply.  A  source  of  pure  water  is  available,  and  steps  should  be  taken  immediately  to  provide  a 
public  supply. 

Wilton. — During  the  year  40  samples  of  water  from  wells  and  tanks  were  examined.  The  public 
water  supplies  at  Bemerton,  Quidhampton,  and  Fovant  have  been  sufficient.  The  extension  of  water 
mpffns  to  Quidhampton  either  from  Wilton  or  Bemerton  will  become  a  necessity  for  flushing  purposes. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

This  subject  has  received  considerable  attention  during  the  year,  and  the  general  improvement  of 
rural  dwellings  continues.  Much  of  the  property  in  the  County  which  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and 
unfit  for  occupation  would  not  have  got  into  such  a  state  if  the  various  Authorities  had  availed 
themselves  of  the  powers  of  existing  Acts  of  Parliament  and  earlier  served  notices  on  the  owners  when 
the  property  was  worth  repairing.  The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes’  Acts  Amendment  Bill  suggests  very  drastic  alterations  of  the 
Public  Health  Law.  The  first  suggestion  to  transfer  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  from  the  Rural  District  Councils  to  the  County  Councils  would 
overburden  the  County  Councils  with  work.  The  third  recommendation  that  a  survey  of  all  buildings 
intended  for  human  habitation  to  be  compiled  and  revised  periodically  can  be  carried  out  under  the 
present  law,  and  in  one  Rural  District  at  least  in  this  County  such  a  survey  has  been  made  and  a  very 
complete  register  made,  which  is  revised  from  time  to  time.  If  the  present  policy  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  insist  upon  the  appointment  of  whole  time  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  who  shall  be 
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properly  qualified  for  their  duties  is  persisted  in,  in  a  very  short  time  we  would  be  able  to  get  a  Complete- 
Register  in  every  district.  I  have  made  enquiries  in  the  various  Rural  Districts  and  find  in  only  one 
district,  viz.,  Highworth,  which,  until  quite  recently,  was  the  only  Rural  District  with  a  whole  time 
officer,  has  a  house-to-house  inspection  been  carried  out  and  the  result  of  this  inspection  is  shown  in 
the  very  complete  Register  for  this  district.  I  am  informed  that  work  of  a  similar  character  is  now 
being  carried  out  in  other  districts  and  it  only  remains  for  the  Rural  District  Councils  to  insist  upon 
their  officers  carrying  out  this  necessary  and  essential  duty  if  they  wish  to  retain  their  powers.  Under 
the  present  system  by  which  the  majority  of  Medical  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  hold  office 
subject  to  yearly  re-appointment  one  can  hardly  expect  them  to  exhibit  any  special  activity.  The  Local 
Authorities  in  so  many  instances  are  more  concerned  with  “keeping  down  the  rates”  than  the 
exhibition  of  much  enthusiasm  in  sanitary  reform,  and  the  officers  have  been  in  consequence  encouraged 
in  their  apathy. 

During  the  year  800  houses  were  built  in  the  County  compared  with  808  in  1905  and  715  in  1904. 
Of  these  608  were  in  Urban  Districts  470  being  in  Swindon,  20  in  Devizes,  19  each  in  Trowbridge  and 
Chippenham,  and  15  in  Bradford-on-Avon.  In  the  Rural  Districts  33  were  built  in  the  Highworth 
district,  31  Chippenham,  80  Amesbury,  and  32  Wilton.  In  four  Rural  Districts  no  new  houses  are 
reported  as  having  been  built.  Over  560  houses  are  reported  as  having  been  “  made  fit  for  habitation.” 
The  greater  number  of  these  470  being  in  Swindon,  but  some  activity  in  this  respect  has  been  observed 
in  Trowbridge  and  Devizes  where  14  and  10  respectively  have  been  “  made  fit.”  In  the  Rural  Districts 
out  of  63  houses  “  made  fit  ”  20  were  in  the  Devizes  District,  17  Wilton,  and  10  Tisbury.  In  the  Urban 
Districts  only  2  in  Trowbridge  are  reported  as  “  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,”  whilst  in  the  Rural 
Districts  18  were  so  closed,  viz.,  3  each  in  the  Amesbury,  Cricklade,  Devizes,  Highworth,  and  Tisbury 
districts,  2  in  Mere  and  1  in  Pew7se}x  In  the  Urban  Districts  203  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  248  houses 
are  reported  as  “  cleansed  and  limewashed.” 

Eighty  cases  of  “  overcrowding  ”  were  dealt  with  40  each  in  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

With  regard  to  relaying  of  house  drains  1,300  cases  are  reported,  of  these  888  were  in  Urban 
Districts  chiefly  in  Swindon  397,  Salisbury  151,  Melksham  98,  Trowbridge  86,  and  Westbury  28.  In 
the  Rural  Districts  412  cases  chiefly  in  Wilton  201,  Highworth,  113,  Tisbury  27,  Mere  25. 

Again  I  have  to  report  that  at  least  18  houses  were  closed  in  Rural  Districts  during  the  year  as 
unfit  for  habitation  without  the  necessary  notice  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  Sec.  45, 
being  sent  to  the  County  Council.  The  duty  of  sending  notice  devolves  upon  the  Authority  and  not 
upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  ORDERS. 

At  last  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  has  reported  and  has  established  the  identity  of  the 
Tuberculosis  of  man  with  those  of  animals,  and  the  necessity  of  such  continuous  measures  of  protection 
wTith  regard  to  flesh  and  milk.  The  conclusions  derived  from  the  experiments  of  the  officers  of  the  Royal 
Commission  effectually  contradict  the  opinion  expressed  by  Professor  Koch,  at  the  International  Congress 
on  Tuberculosis  in  London,  in  1901,  that  the  human  species  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  products  of 
Tuberculous  bovines.  What  has  now  been  recognised  is  that  the  bacillus  of  bovine  animals  is  only  a 
variety  of  the  bacillus  of  man,  from  which  it  differs  by  the  greater  virulence  which  it  has  acquired  for 
these  animals,  just  as  Courmont  and  Dor  have  shown  that  the  tubercle  bacillus  of  birds  is  only 
a  variety  of  that  of  the  tuberculosis  of  mammals  modified  by  long  adaptation  in  some  of  its  primitive 
characters.  Dr.  Nathan  Raw,  of  Liverpool,  in  his  recent  memoir  comes  to  the  following  conclusions  : — 
“1.  Human  and  bovine  tuberculosis  are  different  varieties  of  a  common  species.  2.  The  human  body  is 
susceptible  to  both  forms.  3.  Bovine  Tuberculosis  is  frequently  conveyed  to  humans,  both  by  means  of 
infected  food  and  by  contagion.”  Behring  maintained  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases  of  human 
Tuberculosis  the  infection  dates  from  early  infancy,  and  has  proceeded  from  the  ingestion  of  milk  or  other 
food  containing  virulent  germs. 

Under  these  circumstances  one  cannot  wonder  that  public  opinion  has  been  aroused  and  that  they 
now  demand  milk  free  from  disease  germs  and  coming  from  healthy  cows.  Too  much  laxity  has  been 
observed  in  the  past  in  the  production  of  milk  for  human  consumption,  and  in  the  immediate  future 
drastic  steps  will  be  taken  to  obtain  a  pure  clean  milk  supply.  Milk  producers  in  Wiltshire  have  been 
warned  for  several  years  past  of  the  inevitable,  and  many  have  endeavoured  to  put  their  houses  in  order, 
and  much  has  been  done,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  milk  is  produced  in  Wiltshire  under  as  good 
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or  perhaps  better  conditions  than  in  any  other  county  in  England.  The  London  County  Council  in  its 
General  Powers  Bill  now  before  Parliament  is  applying  for  special  powers  of  Inspection  of  Dairies,  and 
exclusion  of  milk  from  London  under  certain  conditions.  These  powers  have  been  granted  by  the 
Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  it  more  than  probable  they  will  be  confirmed  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  Further  powers  contained  in  the  Bill  were  dropped  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  already  steps  are  being  taken  to  draft  a  more  stringent  measure  dealing  with  milk,  &c.,  for 
introduction  before  Parliament  next  year. 

The  Avhole  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in  Wiltshire  have  now  in  force  Begulations  under  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  Orders,  and  these  are  more  or  less  enforced.  In  some  districts  the  inspection  is  satisfactory, 
in  others  it  is  still  lax.  But  there  is  some  satisfaction  in  saying  that  in  every  district  in  the  County 
there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  the  conditions 
generally  under  which  milk  is  produced.  But  it  will  be  impossible  to  properly  enforce  the  law  until 
every  Bural  District  has  a  whole  time  properly  qualified  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  shall  devote  his 
whole  time  to  sanitary  matters,  and  the  terms  under  which  they  hold  office  so  defined  that  they  cannot 
be  dismissed  for  properly  carrying  out  their  duties. 

HOUSE  DB  AIN  AGE,  SEWEBAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,  AND  BIYEB  POLLUTION. 

I  reported  very  fully  upon  this  subject  in  my  report  for  1905,  and  have  very  little  to  add  thereto. 
Some  of  the  Authorities  in  the  County  have  had  and  are  having  trouble  with  their  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  consequence  of  difficulties  arising  from  the  presence  in  the  sewage  of  a  large  proportion  of 
manufacturers’  effluents.  In  a  Bill  that  came  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1906, 
viz. :  The  Huddersfield  Corporation  Bill,  the  Committee,  in  granting  to  the  Corporation  special  powers  for 
dealing  with  manufacturers’  effluents  on  the  lines  of  the  Halifax  and  Heckmondwike  Bills  of  1905,  felt 
the  need  for  a  Central  Authority  and  passed  the  following  resolution 

“  That  this  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  early  steps  should  be  taken  to  carry  out  the 
“  recommendations  of  the  Third  (Interim)  Beport  of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal, 
“  particularly  with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  properly  equipped  Central  Board,  capable  of 
“  acting  as  referees  or  arbitrators  between  Local  Authorities  and  manufacturers  in  matters  of  dispute, 

“  such  as  in  the  matter  of  trade  effluents.” 

“  That  in  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  Bill  this  year,  as  in  two  other  Bills  last  year,  this 
“  Committee  has  felt  it  necessary,  pending  the  setting  up  of  such  a  Central  Authority,  to  consent  to 
“  the  proposal  for  an  agreed  arbitrator.” 

“  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.” 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  strong  and  influential  expression  of  opinion  will  not  be  ignored. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — These  works  have  been  repaired,  restored,  and  re-organised,  and  the  system  of 
treatment  altogether  altered,  the  final  treatment  consisting  of  “  Sprinkler  Percolation  Beds.”  I  have  not 
yet  collected  a  sample  of  the  effluent  as  I  am  desirous  that  the  beds  should  have  time  to  ripen,  and  the 
Authority  time  to  get  over  the  difficulties  usually  attendant  upon  the  working  of  a  new  process. 

Calne. — There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  system  of  treatment,  which  still  consists  of  intermittent 
downward  filtration  on  land.  The  effluent  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  I  have  little  evidence  of  river 
pollution. 

Chippenham. — These  works  are  now  completed,  and  as  in  the  case  of  Bradford-on-Avon  I  am  giving 
ample  time  for  the  works  to  get  in  order,  and  the  attendants  to  become  accustomed  to  the  best  system  of 
managing.  The  Corporation  had  considerable  difficulty  in  settling  with  landowners  through  whose 
property  the  sewers  passed,  and  an  expensive  arbitration  trial  took  place  at  Bristol  with  regard  to  the 
principal  claims.  I  rendered  the  Corporation  considerable  assistance  with  regard  to  this  enquiry. 

Devizes. — These  works  are  now  doing  very  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  the 
river  pollution  abated  for  the  time  being. 

Malmesbury. — The  various  schemes  proposed  for  sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  for  this  town  have 
been  dropped  for  the  time  being.  Unfortunately  a  very  awkward  precedent  has  been  established,  and  it 
only  remains  for  any  town  or  Authority  that  does  not  wish  to  provide  itself  with  proper  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  to  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  its  borrowing  powers  by  purchasing  Water  Works,  Markets,  Town  Halls, 
Gas  Works,  and  other  remunerative  undertakings. 
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Marlborough. — These  works  are  working  fairly  satisfactorily,  but  the  capacity  of  the  filter  beds  is  being’ 
taxed  to  the  utmost  as  all  the  beds  are  in  use  without  giving  the  rest  of  one  week  in  four  to  one  group  of 
beds  as  is  generally  considered  necessary.  The  area  of  land  over  which  the  filtrate  is  distributed  is 
receiving  more  water  than  it  can  take  and  is  in  a  marshy  state. 

Melksham. — The  new  sewers  have  all  been  laid  and  have  proved  highly  satisfactory.  During  the 
dry  summer,  well  calculated  to  try  them,  the  obnoxious  smell  so  common  with  the  old  sewers  in  the 
High  Street  have  been  dispensed  with,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  marked  improvement  in  the  public 
health  in  consequence.  The  Disposal  Works  are  not  yet  completed.  The  Urban  District  Council  have 
met  with  considerable  difficulty  of  an  engineering  and  financial  character,  and  they  deserve  the  utmost 
sympathy  and  assistance. 

Salisbury. — These  works  have  almost  approached  completion,  and  the  Borough  is  practically 
re-sewered  throughout  by  as  far  as  possible  the  “Separate  System.”  Where  new  sewers  have  not  been 
put  down  the  existing  sewers  have  been  re-laid  and  made  water-tight.  There  were  many  complaints  in 
the  middle  of  the  year  owing  to  open  manholes,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  some  of  them.  At 
the  Disposal  Works  alterations  and  additions  have  been  made  with  a  view  of  treating  the  whole  of  the 
sewers  up  to  three  times  the  dry  weather  flow  through  a  septic  tank  and  aerated  continuous  flow  beds,  the 
effluent  being  further  carried  over  a  fine  filter  to  take  out  some  black  suspended  matter  before  passing  into 
the  river.  During  the  late  summer  and  autumn  there  were  many  complaints  as  to  smells  which 
originated  from  the  septic  tank  effluent  as  it  is  sprinkled  over  the  continuous  flow  beds.  It  is  probable 
that  every  year  the  Corporation  will  be  met  with  this  difficulty. 

Swindon. — An  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan  of  £15,000  for  the 
purposes  of  laying  in  main  sewers.  The  sewers  in  the  town  are  many  of  them  of  a  very  flat  gradient 
which  necessitates  the  use  of  some  sort  of  flushing  to  keep  them  clear.  A  special  portable  flushing  tank 
which  allows  of  the  discharge  of  a  good  head  of  water  has  been  recently  purchased  and  found  to  be  very 
useful.  The  Broome  Farm  may  be  looked  upon  as  fairly  complete,  but  the  neiv  outfall  sewer,  which  is  in 
contemplation,  may,  of  course,  make  some  alteration  in  the  present  flow  of  sewage  and  necessitate 
additions  to  the  plant.  The  effluent  throughout  the  year  has  been  of  such  a  quality  as  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  Thames  Conservancy.  Rodbourne  Farm  has  been  greatly  improved.  A  large 
brick-built  open  carrier  has  been  constructed  which  picks  up  all  effluent  water  from  the  filter  beds  and 
land  and  brings  it  to  one  common  outlet  for  discharge  into  the  stream.  This  does  away  with  the  old  “  Back 
Doors  ”  which  were  always  ready  for  use  if  required  for  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage.  The  final  filter 
beds  have  been  re-made,  and  two  new  filter  beds  with  an  area  of  half  an  acre  have  been  added,  and  the 
land  filter  beds,  two  acres  in  extent,  have  been  improved  in  the  manner  of  their  working.  Protosul¬ 
phate  of  Iron  is  now  used  in  the  place  of  Ferrozone  and  the  supply  of  chemicals  and  lime  regulated 
automatically  according  to  the  volume  of  sewage  arriving  at  the  works.  The  old  settling  tanks  at  the 
entrance  to  the  farm  have  now  been  adopted  as  storm  water  beds.  This  prevents  the  swamping  of  the 
sewage  disposal  plant  which  used  to  occur  in  times  of  heavy  and  continuous  rainfall. 

Trowbridge. — These  works  have  been  completed  and  only  put  into  operation  for  a  very  short  time. 
The  pumps  have  proved  altogether  unsuitable  for  the  work  required  of  them  and  sludge  and  silt  give  so 
much  trouble  that  the  works  have  been  practically  in  abeyance,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  crude 
sewage  of  the  town  is  now  again  being  turned  into  the  river.  A  new  storm  water  system  of  drainage  is 
now  under  consideration,  but  I  fear  that  this  alone  will  not  be  the  solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  nothing 
short  of  a  new  system  of  pumping  will  meet  the  case.  It  is  certainly  not  a  satisfactory  or  economical 
method  of  dealing  with  sewage  to  handle  sludge  two  or  three  times. 

Warminster. — Complaints  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sewage  farm  have  been  made  by  a 
gentleman  resident  near  the  farm.  He  further  complains  of  pollution  of  the  river.  The  under  draining 
of  the  farm  has  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  it  will  he  necessary  that  further  pumping  power  be 
provided,  and  also  some  cheap  method  of  preliminary  treatment  of  fresh  sewage  by  “  Roughing  Beds  ” 
before  the  sewage  is  turned  over  the  land  if  a  nuisance  is  to  be  avoided  and  a  satisfactory  effluent 
obtained.  An  application  has  now  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan  of  £800  for 
purposes  of  sewage  disposal. 

Westbury.— The  sewage  of  this  town  is  constantly  increasing  in  volume,  and  is  discharged  in  the 
crude  state  into  the  water-courses  and  river.  The  longer  the  consideration  of  the  scheme  for  a  disposal  is 
postponed  the  greater  will  be  the  cost.  There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  this  town 
during  the  year. 
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Wilton. — The  new  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  town  is  nearly  completed.  There  was  much  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  the  matter  in  consequence  of  the  water-logged  condition  of  the  ground,  many  of  the  beds 
having  to  be  laid  on  a  level  below  that  of  the  river. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — The  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  town  of  Amesbury  has  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  contract  has  been  let  and  the  work  is  proceeding. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — The  scheme  for  Holt  has  now  been  approved  of,  and  tenders  are  being  invited  for 
the  work. 

Calne. — There  are  no  sewers  or  sewage  disposal  works  in  this  town. 

Chippenham. — The  works  at  Bowden,  Pound  Pill,  and  Corsham  have  been  working  during  the  year. 

Cricklade  and  Wootten  Bassett. — There  are  disposal  works  at  Cricklade  and  Wootten  Bassett,  one  at 
least  is  not  altogether  satisfactory. 

Devizes. — Since  the  trade  effluent  has  been  removed  from  the  Breachfield  System  the  condition  of  the 
works  has  been  much  more  satisfactory. 

Highworth. — Few  of  the  villages  are  sewered  or  require  to  be.  Storm  water  drains  are  in  some 
instances  used  as  sew^ers  with  consequent  nuisance.  The  sewerage  wrorks  at  Highworth  have  worked 
satisfactorily  ;  no  complaints  from  Thames  Conservancy.  A  system  of  sewerage  disposal  is  badly  needed 
for  Boabourne.  There  should  be  no  further  delay  in  the  provision  of  a  public  want  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  health.  There  has  been  some  little  trouble  at  the  outfall  vrorks  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret ;  this, 
has  now  been  remedied. 

Malmesbury. — Complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the  outfall  at  Sherston  ;  this  has  been 
remedied.  A  small  scheme  for  Luckington  is  now  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
.Board. 

Marlborough. — There  are  no  sewage  disposal  wTorks  in  this  district. 

Melksham.— It  appears  from  the  Medical  Officer’s  report  that  complaints  are  continuous  from  Melk- 
sham  Forest ;  “  In  summer  the  nuisance  is  intolerable.”  At  Shurnhold  a  nuisance  is  caused,  and  the 
brook  polluted  with  sewage.  He  further  says  :  “At  Plilperton  the  drainage  is  of  the  most  elementary 
description,  and  in  my  opinion  this  village  should  combine  with  Trowbridge  in  carrying  out  a  drainage 
scheme.” 

Mere. — With  the  exception  of  the  town  of  Mere  there  are  no  sewers  or  disposal  works  in  this 

district. 

Pewsey. — Storm  water  sewers  used  in  certain  parts  of  the  district  for  conveyance  of  domestic  sewage 
have  been  productive  of  nuisance  and  pollution  of  the  river. 

Salisbury. — The  portions  of  this  district  which  were  in  want  of  sewers,  &c.,  have  now  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Urban  District.  I  have  been  investigating  a  couple  of  cases  of  alleged  river  pollution  and 
have  the  cases  now  under  observation. 

Tisbury. — The  disposal  works  at  Tisbury  are  very  unsatisfactory,  and  a  scheme  for  their  amendment 
is  now  under  consideration. 

Warminster. — There  are  no  sewers  in  this  district. 

Westbury. — Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  the  joint  scheme  with  the  Frome  Bural  District 
Council  for  the  village  of  Boad. 

Wilton. — The  Bemerton  scheme  has  been  completed,  and  the  sewage  pumped  to  the  farm  and 
treated  by  broad  irrigation ;  so  far  there  has  been  no  effluent,  the  chalk  absorbing  the  whole.  The 
sewage  from  Wilton  will  soon  be  received  at  these  wrorks,  and  the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  treated  very 
greatly  increased. 
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MID  WIVES  ACT. 

The  duties  thrown  upon  me  under  this  Act  have  very  considerably  increased  my  work  and  entailed 
•considerable  extra  travelling  and  correspondence.  There  are  225  Midwives  on  the  Register  who  have  given 
notice  of  their  intention  to  practice.  Many  of  these  are  living  in  a  most  inaccessible  parts  of  the  County 
and  the  inspection  of  their  books,  instruments,  and  appliances,  and  the  method  of  their  work  entail 
very  considerable  labour.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  women  are  altogether  illiterate  or  so  illiterate 
that  there  is  extreme  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  keep  the  Registers  necessary  under  the  Act  in  proper 
order,  and  it  is  only  by  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  personal  supervision  and  help  that  we  are  able  to  get 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  Regulations  observed.  There  has  been  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the 
manner  in  which  these  women  carry  out  their  duties  which  must  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  poor 
mothers  coming  under  their  care.  I  have  been  able  to  get  their  co-operation  in  the  efforts  to  lessen  the 
great  mortality  amongst  infants.  A  very  large  number  of  Notices  for  Sending  for  Medical  Help,  Still 
Births,  Outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease,  &c.,  have  been  received  and  considered,  and  those  cases  requiring 
investigation  have  been  personally  visited  and  enquired  into  by  me.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  have  been  recently  altered  in  important  details,  and  this  will  necessitate  further 
instruction  of  many  of  the  women.  Acting  on  the  instructions  of  the  Committee  I  prepared  during  the 
yTear  a  book  of  Instructions  for  Midwives,  and  this  has  been  found  of  great  help  and  assistance  to  the 
Midwives,  to  each  of  whom  a  copy  was  sent  by  post. 

SANITARY  LEGISLATION. 

In  the  first  Session  of  a  new  Parliament  and  the  first  year  of  office  of  a  new  Government  one  could 
hardly  expect  much  Sanitary  Legislation.  There  is  no  great  measure  of  reform  to  be  recorded  in  relation 
to  the  public  health  or  local  government.  The  law  of  public  health  is  still  scattered  through  more  than  a 
dozen  different  statutes,  and  the  need  for  consolidation  and  for  amendment  of  imperfections  and  anomalies 
still  calls  for  attention.  During  the  past  year  public  interest  in  the  purity  of  our  food  supplies  has  been 
keenly  aroused  by  the  scandals  and  disclosures  in  connection  with  the  meat  packing  trade  of  Chicago, 
and  in  order  to  strengthen  our  own  machinery  where  it  is  weak  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  introduced  into  Parliament  a  short  Bill,  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Bill  which 
proposes  to  empower  the  Local  Government  Board  to  make  regulations  authorising  measures  to  be  taken 
for  the  prevention  of  danger  arising  to  public  health  from  the  importation,  preparation,  storage,  and 
distribution  of  articles  of  food  or  drink  (other  than  drugs  or  water)  intended  for  consumption. 

Local  Authorities  (Treasury  Powers)  Act. 

(6  Edw.  VII.,  Chap.  33.) 

This  Act  transfers  to  the  Local  Government  Board  as  regards  all  Local  Authorities  in  England 
except  the  London  County  Council,  the  powers  hitherto  invested  in  or  exercised  by  the  Treasury  under 
the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Act,  1846  to  1899  and  the  Burial  Acts,  1852  to  1900,  and  any  local  or  private 
Act,  as  regards  dealing  with  property,  loans,  and  matters  connected  therewith. 

In  any  Borough  or  Urban  District  in  which  the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts,  1846  to  1899,  have 
been  adopted,  it  has  hitherto  been  necessary  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
appropriation  or  alienation  of  land  under  Secs.  24,  31  and  32  of  the  Act  of  1846. 

Moreover,  where  a  Town  Council  or  Urban  District  Council  have  been  constituted  a  Burial  Board,  or 
have  had  transferred  to  them  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  Burial  Board,  the  Treasury  have,  in  nearly  every 
case,  been  the  Department  whose  approval  was  required  to  the  borrowing  of  money  by  the  Council  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Burial  Acts,  1852  to  1900. 

Again  Section  72  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  provided  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  exercise,  as  regards  any  County  Borough  or  other  Borough  the  powers  conferred  by  Part  Y.  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,  relating  to  corporate  property  and  liabilities,  and  as  respects  the 
approval  of  loans  and  of  alienation  of  property  or  other  matters  therein  mentioned. 

The  effect  of  Section  1  (1)  of  the  new  Act  is  to  substitute  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  all  the  matters  above  referred  to.  With  the  view  of  enabling  the  Board  to  carry 
out  the  powers  transferred  to  them,  sub-sections  (1)  and  (5)  of  section  87  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888,  are  made  applicable  by  the  new  Act,  and  under  those  enactments  the  Board  are  empowered  to  cause 
local  inquiries  to  be  held,  and  to  recover  the  costs  incurred  in  relation  to  such  inquiries. 

The  Act  came  into  force  on  August  4th,  1906. 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 

(6  Edw.  VI.,  Chap.) 

This  Act  amends  the  law  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  agricultural  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs.  It 
provides  for  the  granting  of  warranties  by  the  sellers  to  the  purchasers  of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs, 
and  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  chief  Agricultural  Analyst  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  of  Official  Agricultural  Analysts  and  Official  Samplers  by  County  Councils  and  Borough 
Councils.  Regulations  as  to  these  matters  are  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

In  the  majority  of  the  annual  reports  received  there  is  an  indication  that  some  of  the  duties  thrown 
upon  the  officers  of  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  by  these  Acts  are  being  carried  out. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  407  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  County  Inspectors,  of 
which  29  were  adulterated,  deficient,  or  otherwise  of  such  quality  or  composition  as  to  call  for  special 
mention.  Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  8  cases. 

COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

The  work  in  the  Laboratory  increases  every  year :  920  specimens  were  bacteriologically  examined  for 
Diphtheria,  many  of  these  being  re-examinations  prior  to  declaration  of  freedom  from  infection  before 
discharge  from  hospital  or  being  allowed  to  attend  school ;  37  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by  the 
“  Widal  ”  method  for  Enteric  Fever ;  261  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  for  Tubercle ;  59 
examinations  were  made  for  Anthrax;  117  cases  were  examined  for  other  Pathogenic  Bacteria;  373 
complete  analyses  of  potable  and  river  waters  were  made ;  and  43  sewage  and  sewage  effluents  were 
analysed. 

The  work  of  The  Public  Health  Department  increases  steadily  from  year  to  year.  The  correspondence 
department  is  very  rapidly  increasing.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the  relationship  of  my  office  and 
the  Local  Medical  Officers  continues  of  the  most  cordial  character,  and  I  meet  with  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officers  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  County.  My  advice  is  much 
more  frequently  being  sought  upon  local  sanitary  matters  which  do  not  come  directly  before  the  notice  of 
the  County  Council. 

I  regret  that  there  has  been  greater  delay  this  year  than  usual  in  the  production  of  this  report,  and 
probably  the  report  is  not  as  complete  as  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  This  has  been  due  to  the 
illness  of  my  clerk  and  assistant,  Mr.  Roberts,  who,  I  fear,  contracted  his  illness  largely  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties.  His  illness  unfortunately  terminated  fatally,  and  the  County  Council  has 
lost  a  conscientious  and  hard-working  officer,  and  I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a  valued  assistant.  From 
the  nature  of  the  work  it  will  be  a  considerable  time  before  his  successor  will  be  able  completely  to  fill  his 
place,  thus  necessarily  considerably  dislocating  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  continued  support  and 
assistance  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sanitary  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  TUBB-THOMAS, 

3rd  July,  1907.  County  Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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PART  II. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— -W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  1,990  acres. 


Population 

( Census 

1901)  4514 

( Census  1891) 

4943 

Inhabited  Houses 

•  •  •  0*0 

t) 

1119 

1150 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

403 

>  > 

4-29 

Birth-rate 

e  •  •  •  •  • 

5  5 

22-32 

per 

1000 

of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9-53 

>> 

n 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

•46 

J  5 

>> 

11 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•23 

>> 

•>  > 

»  > 

Deaths  under  one  year 

of  age 

>> 

62-50 

>> 

Births 

Birth-rate.— The  same  number  of  Births 

were  registered  as 

last 

year, 

viz. :  96,  the  sexes  being 

equally  divided.  Seven  of  the  Births  were  illegitimate. 

Death-rate. — 41  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  54  in  1905.  20  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of 

65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  Infantile  Mortality,  only  6  deaths  being  registered. 

Infectious  Diseases.— There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  Infectious  Disease,  due  to  a 
series  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  28  cases  being  notified ;  21  Scarlet  Fever,  6  Erysipelas,  1  Diphtheria. 
19  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  all  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  considers  there  were  some  undoubted  “  returned  ”  cases. 

School  Closure. — There  is  no  record  of  any  school  closure. 

Water  Supply. — In  spite  of  the  long  continued  dry  weather  of  the  past  summer,  on  no  occasion  was 
the  water  supply  curtailed. 

Sewerage. — The  re-arrangement  of  the  sewage  works  was  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
It  was  hoped  that  they  would  be  in  full  use  towards  the  middle  or  end  of  February. 

Scavenging. — This  work  has  been  efficiently  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Housing. — 15  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  of  the  artizan  and  small  villa  class.  One  case 
of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 48  Workshops  are  on  the  register,  11  being  retail  bakehouses. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  2  Milkshops  in  the  district,  both  being  visited  and  found  in  good 
condition.  There  were  15  milksellers,  most  of  them  sending  their  milk  to  the  factories  or  London. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  draws  attention  to  the  risk  the  town 
runs  from  the  passage  of  non-disinfected  rags  passing  through  to  the  flock  mills  at  Avoncliff. 
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CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — D.  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  356  acres. 


Population 

(Census  1901) 

3457 

(Census  1891)  3495 

Inhabited  Douses 

>> 

812 

„  751 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

4*25 

„  4*65 

Birth-rate 

>> 

22*97  per  1000  of  (Estimated)  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

>  1 

14*83 

n  ,, 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

*58  ,, 

”  ff 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

>  > 

1*74 

» >  , , 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

a 

37*97 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  were  79  Births, 
mate.  The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  the 

37  boys  and  42  girls.  Of  these  3 
average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

boys  and  1  girl  were  illegiti- 

Death-rate. — '51  Deaths  were  registered,  29  males  and  22  females.  From  this  must  be  deducted 
9  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  who  belonged  to  the  Rural  District.  Six  deaths  were  caused  by 
Consumption,  4  Cancer,  7  Heart  Disease. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  only  3  deaths  under  one  year,  the  smallest  number  of  deaths  of 
children  for  12  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 15  cases  were  notified,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever  9,  Diphtheria  5,  Erysipelas  1. 
Three  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment.  The  whole  of  the  9  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  town  has  been  satisfactory.  16  new  connections  were 
made.  There  are  now  735  premises  in  the  borough  supplied  with  the  Calstone  water,  while  169  houses 
are  supplied  from  other  sources. 

Sewerage. — The  public  sewer  has  been  lengthened  110  yards  in  the  London  Road,  and  40  yards  in 
the  Oxford  Road. 

1 

Housing. — Five  new  houses  were  built. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  78  on  the  register,  viz. :  16  factories  and  62  workshops. 
These  are  frequently  visited.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presented  two  reports  during  the  year  on 
“  offensive  trades.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  3  dairies  in  the  town,  and  these  wete  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  said  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
visited  the  whole  of  the  town,  with  good  results. 


CHIPPENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  361  acres. 

Population 

In  ha  bit  eel  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


(' Census  1901) 

5  * 


5074  (Census  1891)  4618 

1101  „  985 

4-60  „  4*29 

23*16  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


13*39 

ft 

ff 

ff. 

*37 

if 

ff 

ff 

•94 

if 

ff 

ff 

70*31 

ff 

Births 
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Birth-rate. — 128  Births  were  registered,  a  number  slightly  in  excess  of  that  for  1905,  but  below  the 
average  of  the  past  10  years.  Three  were  illegitimate. 

Death-rate. — 71  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  41  in  1905.  Of  these  4  occurred  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  2  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  borough.  Eight  persons  died  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and 
Isolation  Hospital  belonging  to  the  borough,  making  the  total  figures  for  the  District  77.  This  is  the 
highest  number  for  some  years  past. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  shows  a  slight  increase,  9  Deaths  being  registered  against  6  in  1905, 
but  the  figure  is  still  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  Four  of  these  Deaths  were  caused  by 
Wasting  Diseases,  8  by  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  2  from  other  causes. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 58  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  14  in  1905,  and  46  in  1904,  viz.’ 
Diphtheria  11,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  Fever  39,  Enteric  Fever  1.  Of  these  2  Diphtheria,  and  22 
Scarlet  Fever,  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — -The  Hospital  was  opened  for  the  whole  year.  47  patients  were  admitted, 
24  from  the  Urban  District,  and  23  from  the  Rural  District. 

Water  Supply.— The  supply  is  excellent,  of  good  quality  and  abundant.  The  new  extensions  are 
completed. 

Sewerage. — The  new  system  of  sewerage  is  now  completed,  all  the  main  sewers  of  the  town  are 
connected  with  it.  House  drains  and  small  drains  which  have  been  cut  during  the  work  are  daily  being 
connected  with  the  mains,  the  works  are  in  good  order,  a  good  efiiuent  being  obtained.  No  untreated 
sewage  nowT  enters  the  rivers. 

Housing. — The  increased  population  within  the  past  ten  years  has  demanded  an  increase  in  house 
accommodation.  This  has  been  supplied  by  private  enterprise  supplemented  by  a  private  company,  who 
built  a  large  number  of  good  class  artizan  dwellings,  just  without  the  Urban  District.  The  houses 
in  the  Urban  District  are  inspected  by  the  Surveyor  before  occupation.  There  is  now  little  difficulty  for 
a  family  to  obtain  a  sufficiently  large  house  provided  they  can  pay  the  rent. 

Inspection. — Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  lodging  houses,  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  milkshops,  factories,  and  workshops.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in 
Chippenham. 


DEVIZES. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  S.  A.  WAYLEN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  906  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


( Census  1901) 
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[Census  1891) 
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>> 


6426 
5 

4*63 


1385 


6532 
1431 
4-56 

20-95  per  1000  of  [Estimated)  Population 
16-84 
•15 
U21 

79-70  ,,  Births 


)) 


)} 


5? 


>5 
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Birth-rate. — 138  Births  were  registered,  the  lowest  number  of  any  year  of  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  has  any  record ;  the  average  number  for  the  previous  year  being  159.  Seven  Births  were 
illegitimate. 

Death-rate. — 111  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  110  in  1905.  22  of  these  were  Deaths  in  the 

Workhouse  and  Hospital  of  non-residents,  and  there  were  no  deaths  of  residents  in  public  institutions 
outside  the  district.  31  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65,  28  between  65  and  80,  and  6 
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between  80  and  90.  Eight  deaths  were  due  to  Consumption,  5  to  Cancer,  and  16  from  Heart  Disease. 
The  only  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  were  1  from  Whooping  Cough  and  1  from  Erysipelas. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Eleven  children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  a  number  considerably  below 
the  average.  21  children  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1  year  in  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Only  20  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Diphtheria  2,  Measles  5, 
Erysipelas  10,  Enteric  Fever  2.  Of  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  one  was  imported.  One  of  the  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  a  travelling  van. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — 63  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  and  10  were 
remaining  at  the  end  of  1905.  Of  these,  5  were  from  the  Urban  District  and  58  from  the  Rural  District. 
At  one  time  there  were  3  different  sorts  of  Infectious  Diseases  being  nursed,  requiring  a  separate  staff  for 
each.  The  patients  were  in  the  hospital  for  2,975  days,  an  average  of  40-6  days  each,  or  an  average  of 
8  patients  per  day. 

Water  Supply. — No  interruption  to  the  usual  constant  supply  has  taken  place  throughout  the  year. 
There  is  still  no  meter  at  the  output,  so  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  properly  the  quantity  that  has  been 
pumped.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  supply  during  the  year. 

Sewerage. — The  works  of  the  new  system  have  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  condition  of  the  stream  into  which  the  effluent  passes ;  it  is  certainly 
better  than  it  was  some  years  ago. 

Housing. — A  loan  for  £2,200  was  sanctioned  and  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  carry 
out  the  work  of  erecting  a  block  of  12  houses  in  Gain’s  Lane  by  the  District  Council.  These  houses  are 
now  rapidly  approaching  completion.  20  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  including  the 
block  alluded  to  in  Gain’s  Lane,  there  are  28  in  hand.  The  site  of  Wellington  Court  has  been  sold,  and 
3  good  houses  have  been  built  facing  the  street  front,  and  the  space  occupied  by  the  old  court  is  in  process 
of  conversion  into  premises  for  a  builder’s  trade.  Victoria  Road  has  been  extended  on  to  the  site  of  the 
old  Infectious  Hospital. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  factories  and  workshops  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  and  have 
all  been  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector.  They  are  usually  clean.  The 
slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses  are  in  the  same  condition. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  town  was  inspected  systematically  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Inspector  in  the  summer,  and  the  usual  inspection  of  bakehouses,  slaughterhouses  and  the  one  lodging- 
house  made  during  the  year  at  intervals  by  the  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — Improvements  in  the  general  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  slaughter¬ 
houses. 


MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  178  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  pet 

Birth-rate 

<  rude  Death-rate  .. . 

Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


house 


( Census  1901) 


J5 


2854  ( Census  1891)  2964 

687  „  695 

4-15  „  4*26 

19*29  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 
17*50 
1*42 
1*07 

166*66  Births 


55 

55 

55 

55 


55 

55 


5  5 
55 
55 


Birth-rate. — 54  Births  were  registered,  as  against  57  in  1905.  The  Birth-rate  shows  a  steady 
decrease. 
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Death-rate. — There  were  49  Deaths.  Of  these  21  occurred  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
Amongst  these  were  6  above  80  years  of  age.  Six  deaths  were  caused  by  Cancer. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  9  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year,  as  against  6  in  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Four  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  1  Diphtheria, 
1  Erysipelas,  and  2  Scarlet  Fever.  The  Diphtheria  case  terminated  fatally.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
disease  was  contracted  from  visiting  a  house  at  Burton  Hill.  Possibly  there  were  cases  of  unnotified 
Diphtheria. 

Water  Supply.— The  supply  is  not  so  constant  as  formerly,  being  turned  off  for  9  hours  at  night. 
This  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

Sewerage. — Improvements  have  been  made  by  taking  up  stone  drains,  and  replacing  these  with 
closed  pipes. 

Scavenging.— The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily  performed,  and  refuse  removed  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  from  738  houses. 

Isolation  Hospital.—' “  This  was  not  used  by  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  in  1906  ;  but  it  is  now 
being  used  for  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  from  Westport.  In  Table  C  this  Hospital  has  been  described  as 
Inadequate ;  ’  but  if  it  were  added  to  and  properly  warmed,  nurse’s  quarters  provided,  and  generally 
renovated,  it  might  prove  satisfactory  for  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  only.  Of  course  I  am 
aware  that  the  subject  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  being  discussed  between  the  two  Sanitary  Authorities.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  dairies  are  periodically  inspected,  and  are  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. — All  these  have  have  been  inspected,  and  are  satisfactory  except  one,  which  required 
cleaning  and  whitewashing,  and  more  ventilation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  I  have  inspected  houses,  and  found  all 
necessary  in  re  water  supply  and  sanitary  arrangements.” 


MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— T.  H.  HAYDON,  M.B.,  Cantab. 


Area,  598  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 
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?  > 
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J  * 
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5-10 

4-87 

19-72  per  1000  c 
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Popu  ation 

14-08 

7  ? 

•51 

5  5 

?  * 

*76 

>> 

64-93 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  Birth-rate,  and  it  is  now  much  below  the  average 
of  the  past  10  years.  77  Births  were  registered,  as  against  82  in  1905.  2  Births  were  illegitimate. 


Death-rate. — 55  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  57  in  1905,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years 
being  45.  Eight  deaths  were  caused  by  Cancer,  5  from  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  and  14  from  Old  Age. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Five  Deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  1  year,  a  number  below  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 29  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified.  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  really 
a  continuance  of  the  epidemic  of  1905.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There. 
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were  9  cases  of  Diphtheria,  of  which  5  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  death  occurred,  a 
child  who  was  not  treated  medically  till  quite  late  in  the  disease. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Isolation  Hospital  arrangements  have  worked  well.  Rooms  in 
24  houses  were  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  and  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  in  the  steam 
disinfector.  Bedding,  etc.,  was  disinfected  in  6  Cancer  cases.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  2  houses 
after  deaths  from  Consumption. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  excellent. 

Sewerage. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says: — “The  filtrate  from  the  beds  appears  to  be  quite 
satisfactory,  i.e.,  all  the  beds  are  working  well.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  their  capicity  is  being  taxed  to 
the  utmost,  as  all  the  beds  are  in  use,  without  giving  the  rest  of  one  week  in  four  to  one  group  of  beds, 
as  is  generally  considered  necessary.  The  area  of  land  over  ‘which  the  filtrate  is  irrigated  is  receiving 
more  water  than  it  can  take,  and  is  in  a  marshy  state.” 

Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  carried  out  for  the  Sanitary  Authority  by  contract.  All  refuse  is 
ordered  to  be  removed  in  covered  carts  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the  work  to  be 
commenced  at  or  before  7  a.m.,  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday. 

Housing. — Four  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  an  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  some  of  the  older  property.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  had  to  be  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  report  on  these  is  presented  on  the  forms  sent  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  which  are  stated  the  number,  number  of  employes,  and  the  list  of  workers. 
The  necessary  cubic  space  per  head  is  provided  in  all,  and  other  requirements  of  the  Act  are  fulfilled. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Last  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  criticised  the  condition  of  these 
adversely.  About  the  middle  of  this  year  improvements  were  made  in  all.  The  drainage  has  been 
corrected,  and  floors  re-laid  with  the  proper  fall  and  gutters,  and  in  one  case  completely  new  cowsheds 
have  been  constructed  on  excellent  lines.  The  sewage  disposal  of  one  is  still  carried  out  under  conditions 
which  are  contrary  to  the  Bye-laws,  viz.,  the  drain  empties  into  an  improperly  covered  cesspit,  which,  in 
wet  weather,  overflows  and  soaks  away  into  the  surrounding  ground. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  5  slaughterhouses.  These  have  been  kept  in  fair  condition,  and  there 
have  been  no  complaints  made  during  the  year. 


MELKSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  476  acres. 

2450  ( Census  1891)  2078 

579  „  492 

4-28  „  4-22 

21  *31  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 
13-00  ,,  ,, 

'00  ,,  ,,  >> 

1*08  ,,  ,,  >> 

nil  ,,  Births 

Birth-rate. — 35  males  and  24  females  were  born  during  the  year,  which  is  a  slight  increase  on 
recent  years,  but  still  below  the  average. 

Death-rate. — 86  deaths  were  resistered  as  against  35  in  1905.  Of  this  number,  3  from  outside,  the 
District  died  in  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Six  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  5  to 
Heart  Disease,  and  4  to  Cancer. 


I  op  illation  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses ...  ...  ...  , , 

A verage  number  of  persons  per  house...  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Infantile  Mortality. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  After  80  years’  practice  as  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  been  able  to  report  no  Infantile  Deaths,  and  no  deaths, 
from  Zymotic  Disease.  These  are  the  great  tests  of  the  health  of  a  town,  and  your  Council  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  having  such  a  record  for  1906.” 

Infectious  Diseases. — -Ten  cases  were  notified,  viz. :  4  Scarlet  Fever,  8  Diphtheria,  and  3  Erysipelas. 
Ho  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  in  Semington  Lane  in  a  crowded  Square 
ought  to  have  been  taken  away  but  the  parents  refused.  There  was  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Influenza 
in  November. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company.  The  supply  is  constant, 
but  there  were  many  interruptions  in  July  and  August,  and  also  a  general  want  of  pressure.  A  new  and 
larger  main  is  being  laid  between  Hilperton  and  Melksham,  which  will  remedy  these  defects. 

Sewerage. — The  new  sewers  are  now  all  laid  and  have  proved  highly  satisfactory  during  a  dry 
summer,  well  calculated  to  try  them.  The  obnoxious  smells  so  common  with  the  old  sewers,  especially  in 
the  High  Street,  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

Housing. — Only  8  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  The  increase  of  rates,  and  the  high  price  of 
land  discourage  speculation  in  building. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  requirements  of  the  Home  Office  were  attended  to.  In  2  cases 
improved  sanitation  was  called  for. 

There  are  7  licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  which  were  inspected  every  quarter. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Nine  premises  were  registered,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : 
“  And  your  Inspector  informs  me  that  the  bye-laws  were  duly  observed.” 

Sanitary  Inspections.—  Quarterly  inspection  of  courts,  alleys,  and  tenemented  property  were  made  in 
conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  the  result  reported  to  the  Urban  Council. 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— E.  D.  FIS  ON,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  1,700  acres. 
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9  9 
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,,  Births 

Birth-rate. — The  number  of  Births  registered  was  466,  being  slightly  in  excess  of  the  number  for 
1905.  Of  these  Births  248  were  males,  218  females,  and  10  were  illegitimate  Births. 

Death-rate. — The  number  of  Deaths  actually  occurring  in  1906  was  392,  and  slightly  exceeds  the 
number  for  1905.  79  Deaths  occurred  of  non-residents,  i.e.  (not  belonging  to  the  District)  in  public 

institutions,  viz.,  41  in  Fisherton  Asylum,  11  in  the  Workhouse,  and  21  in  the  Infirmary.  28  Deaths 
were  due  to  the  railway  accident  at  Salisbury  Station.  Of  these  only  2  were  residents  of  Salisbury. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  these  Deaths  was  49  ;  15  of  these  were  under  one  month  of 
age.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — 60  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  Diphtheria,  11  cases,  no  deaths;  Erysipelas,  4 
cases,  2  deaths  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  88  cases,  no  deaths  ;  Enteric  Fever,  6  cases,  1  death  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  1 
case,  no  death.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were,  as  a  rule,  of  a  mild  type,  one  case,  however,  was  unusually 
virulent  and  necessitated  special  nursing,  in  another  case  an  operation  of  a  somewhat  severe  nature  was 
required.  81  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  No  “  returned  ”  cases  occurred.  Of  the  6 
Enteric  Fever  cases  probably  only  one  case  was  infected  in  the  District,  2  came  from  Bulford  Camp,  1 
arrived  from  America  and  was  taken  ill  almost  directly,  and  2  others  arrived  from  neighbouring 
counties  and  became  ill  earlier  than  could  be  accounted  for  if  infection  took  place  in  the  Borough. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — 31  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  Scarlet  Fever.  Two 
cases  occurred  in  the  Hospital  amongst  the  staff.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  urges  his  Committee  to 

abolish  payment  of  fees  for  treatment  in  the  Hospital,  except  in  very  special  circumstances.  He  says  : _ 

“  In  my  opinion  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  Hospital  or  doing  anything  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole,  and  therefore  the  cost  of  that  benefit 
ought  to  be  shared  by  the  population  at  large  and  not  put  upon  the  wage-earner  who  happens  by 
misfortune  to  have  Infectious  Disease  in  his  family.” 

Water  Supply. — Water  supply  is  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  the  sources  of  supply  being  four  in 
number,  and  is  ample  in  quantify.  Three  of  the  sources  are  owned  by  the  District  Council,  one  by  a 
Company  with  Parliamentary  powers.  Four  samples  per  quarter  are  taken  from  any  of  the  four  sources 
for  analysis,  and  a  high  standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  The  water  supply  per  head  of  the  population 
for  domestic  purposes  is  21  gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes  per  head  of  the  population  is  16  gallons. 

Sewerage. — The  sewerage  works  consisting  of  resewering  the  District  and  adopting  as  far  as  possible 
the  separate  system  have  approached  completion.  Where  new  sewers  have  not  been  put  down  the  existing 
sewers  have  been  relaid  and  made  watertight.  Ventilation  of  sewers  is  provided  for  by  open  manhole 
covers  in  the  streets,  and  high  cast  iron  ventilating  columns  connected  to  the  sewer.  During  the 
middle  of  the  year  many  complaints  were  made  owing  to  the  smells  from  these  open  manholes,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  close  some  of  them.  Latterly  no  complaints  have  been  received  of  nuisance. 
During  the  late  summer  and  autumn  many  complaints  were  received  as  to  offensive  smells  from  the 
sewage  disposal  works.  These  smells  originated  from  the  septic  tank  effluent  as  it  is  sprinkled  over  the 
continuous  flow  beds.  This  nuisance  is  not  so  prevalent  as  formerly,  but  from  the  reports  still  received 
it  cannot  be  said  to  be  non-existent.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says : — “  This  is  a  most  important 
matter,  and  should  the  nuisance  recur  it  will  be  my  duty  to  draw  your  serious  attention  to  it.” 

Scavenging. — The  whole  of  the  District  is  scavenged  systematically,  part  being  done  by  the  Council 
and  part  let  out  by  contract.  The  contractors  should  provide  covered  carts  for  the  removal  of  this  refuse. 
With  few  exceptions  there  are  no  proper  fixed  or  moveable  ashpits  in  the  District.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  draws  attention  to  the  constant  infringement  of  the  Council  Byelaw  No.  7  (Nuisances)  due  to  the 
fact  that  uncovered  wooden  boxes,  pans  or  other  receptacles  of  a  varied  and  unsuitable  character,  are  used 
for  the  deposit  of  ashes  and  rubbish  on  the  curb  of  the  pavement  to  await  removal  by  scavengers.  “  This 
is  not  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  is  unsightly  and  insanitary,  against  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
and  against  your  own  Byelaws.” 

Housing.— 32  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  Courts  of  the  District  were 
inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He  says  : —  “  This  class  of  property  is  let  at  a  low  rental, 
2s.  6d. — 4s.  6d.  per  week,  and  as  always  is  found,  cleanliness  depended  greatly  upon  the  class  of  tenant  ; 
as  a  rule  the  houses  in  these  Courts  could  not  be  said  to  be  insanitary  although  few  have  thorough 
ventilation  ;  in  some  instances,  however,  the  building  and  premises  themselves  are  in  very  bad  repair,  and 
it  is  questionable  whether  the  proper  course  would  not  be  to  pull  them  down.” 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Much  attention  is  being  given  to  this  department  of  sanitary  work. 
850  inspections  were  made  of  the  43  factories  and  284  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  47  notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  were  served.  The  defects  found  were,  want  of  cleanliness  7,  overcrowding  1, 
insufficient,  unsuitable,  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  21,  other  nuisances  69.  17  inspections  were 

made  of  the  2  offensive  trades  in  the  District,  and  they  appeared  to  be  well  conducted,  and  kept  free  from 
nuisance.  Two  applications  for  permission  to  boil  tripe  were  received  and  granted. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 16  dairies,  26  milkshops,  and  11  cowsheds  are  on  the  register.  105 
inspections  were  made,  and  no  nuisance  was  found  thereon. 
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31  inspections  were  made  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  Also  all  utensils 
thoroughly  examined.  Generally  speaking  great  care  is  exercised  in  the  cleanliness  of  these  vessels  to 
prevent  contamination  of  the  cream,  and  in  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  complaint. 
The  sanitary  conditions  were  found  to  be  fair. 

House  to  House  Inspection. — d97  house  to  house  inspections  were  made  of  different  properties.  A 
great  amount  of  work  has  been  executed  towards  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  houses  and  premises 
generally,  and  there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city. 


SWINDON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  4,265  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1901) 
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B  irths 

Birth-rate. — 1472  Births  were  registered  in  the  town  during  the  year  1906.  This  is  the  highest 
recorded  number  during  the  last  decade,  and  exceeds  the  year  1904  by  25  Births.  The  Birth-rate  stands 
at  29*73  for  the  year,  which  is  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  fluctuations  in  the 
Birth-rate  are  not  great.  The  maximum  was  apparently  reached  in  the  Census  year  of  1901,  when  the 
Birth-rate,  calculated  with  accuracy  on  the  new  Census,  worked  out  at  30*6  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  Birth-rate  of  Swindon  is  much  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death-rate. — 510  deaths  were  registered,  as  against  551  in  1905.  This  is  considerably  under  the 
average,  and  with  3  exceptions,  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  last  decade.  There  has  been  a  lessened 
incidence  in  Deaths  due  to  Consumption,  Bronchitis,  and  Pneumonia,  while  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
Deaths  due  to  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease.  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  Diarrhoea  are  fewer  in  number, 
and  Premature  Births  are  also  less.  In  children  under  1  year  of  age,  and  in  adults  of  65  and  upwards, 
the  mortality  is  considerably  under  average. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 127  Deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  during  the  year. 
With  one  exception,  this  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  in  the  decade.  Of  these  Deaths  39  occurred  in 
children  in  the  first  week  in  life,  and  the  total  of  Deaths  under  one  month  was  54.  This  high  mortality 
in  the  first  month  of  life  is  to  be  regretted,  seeing  that  it  is  very  largely  due  to  prematurity  and  diseases 
due  to  delicacy,  having  an  origin  in  Wasting  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 362  cases  were  notified,  as  against  315  in  1905,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  194, 
Diphtheria  136,  Enteric  Fever  6,  Erysipelas  26.  There  was  a  considerably  increased  incidence  of 
Infectious  Disease  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  has  diminished,  while,  on  the  other 
.hand,  Diphtheria  was  much  more  prevalent,  more  particularly  in  the  North  and  West  Wards.  Of  the 
194  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  159  were  in  attendance  at  the  Elementarv  Schools.  In  the  North  Ward, 
served  almost  exclusively  by  the  somewhat  overcrowded  Gorse  Hill  Schools,  out  of  a  total  of  83  notified 
cases  76  were  in  attendance  at  this  school.  The  control  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  town  where  nearly  one  quarter 
of  the  population  is  in  attendance  in  Elementary  Schools  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  says  it  has  often  occurred  to  him  that  the  Local  Education  Authority  might  with 
advantage  make  more  opportunities  for  the  thorough  disinfection  of  school  and  class  rooms  than  is  the 
custom.  Of  the  136  cases  of  Diphtheria,  112  were  in  attendance  at  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  no 
doubt  very  many  infections  were  contracted  in  them.  Local  conditions  may  have  existed  in  the  West 
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Ward,  which  by  lowering  the  health  and  powers  of  resistance  of  the  community,  may  have  predisposed 
to  the  disease  of  Diphtheria.  It  is  well  known  that  offensive  smells  have  been  a  cause  of  complaint  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rodbourne  Sewage  Farm  when  the  wind  is  in  certain  directions.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  refers  to  the  bad  class  of  dwelling  which  prevails  in  parts  of  this  Ward  as  not  being 
conducive  to  health.  Out  of  the  total  of  362  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  26  of  which  were  due  to 
Erysipelas — a  disease  which  is  rarely  isolated  in  hospital — 323  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. — The  Deaths  from  Consumption  in  the  Borough  are  under  the  average.  The  highest 
mortality  was  in  the  South  Ward.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  particulars  of  the  cases  sent  to 
Winsley  Sanitorium  and  says : — “  The  results  thus  given  show  that  a  percentage  of  selected  cases  have  so 
far  received  benefit  from  treatment,  which  we  may  hope  may  prove  permanent.” 

Epidemic  Influenza. — During  the  autumn  months  many  hundreds  of  cases  of  what  was  considered 
to  be  a  form  of  epidemic  influenza  occurred  in  the  town.  The  mortality  was  insignificant  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  cases,  and  convalescence  was  quickly  re-established.  At  the  time  when  the  epidemic 
occurred,  the  water  supply  of  the  town  was  not  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The  bacteriological 
examination  which  is  made  monthly  revealed  the  presence  of  an  abundant  number  of  organisms,  amongst 
which  was  to  be  found  some  bacilli  coli  communis.  There  is  a  probability  that  the  bacilli  coli  communis 
were  derived  from  the  men  who  were  at  that  time  working  in  the  well  at  Ggbourne.  The  Ogbourne 
supply  was  at  once  cut  off,  and  the  water  quickly  regained  its  normal  standard  of  purity. 

Water  Supply. — The  rainfall  was  considerably  in  excess  of  previous  years  and  above  the  average. 
The  result  has  been  a  replenishing  of  springs  and  a  fairly  abundant  supply  of  water  locally.  The 
Ogbourne  well  is  now  sunk  and  lined  to  a  depth  of  200  feet,  and  a  five  inch  bore-hole  has  been  put  down 
to  the  Gault  formation  about  37  feet  below.  The  pumps  are  now  fixed,  and  the  well  is  now  ready  for  use 
when  required.  The  completion  of  this  well  has  removed  a  source  of  danger  which  existed,  against  which 
danger,  however,  every  precaution  has  been  taken.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  in  Swindon 
is  about  600,000  gallons.  For  its  population  this  is  a  low  average  per  head. 

Sewerage.— The  sewers  in  the  town  are,  many  of  them,  of  a  very  flat  gradient,  which  necessitates 
the  use  of  some  form  of  flushing  to  keep  them  clear.  Automatic  flushers  are  fixed  on  the  main  sewers 
in  various  places.  A  special  portable  flushing  tank,  which  allows  of  the  discharge  of  a  good  “  head  ”  of 
water,  has  been  recently  purchased  and  found  to  be  very  useful.  The  effluent  from  the  Broome  Sewage 
Farm  throughout  the  year  has  been  of  such  a  quality  as  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board.  Considerable  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Rodbourne  Farm. 
The  old  settling  tanks  at  the  entrance  to  the  farm  have  nowr  been  adapted  as  storm  water  catch  pits,  which 
receive  the  whole  of  the  storm  water  as  well  as  the  sewTage  overflow  in  flood-time.  This  prevents  the 
sw7arnping  of  the  sewrage  disposal  plant  which  used  to  occur  in  times  of  heavy  and  continuous  rainfall. 
The  “final  ”  filter  beds  which  wTere  in  use  have  been  remade,  the  material  screened  and  cleansed,  and  a 
new7  concrete  bottom  substituted  for  the  old  clay  foundations.  Two  new7  filter  beds,  with  an  area  of  half 
an  acre,  have  been  added  to  this  series  of  filters.  The  main  filter  beds,  two  acres  in  extent,  have  been 
improved  in  the  manner  of  working.  In  place  of  being  what  were  practically  “  streaming”  beds,  they  are 
now  used  as  “contact  ”  beds  only,  and  the  method  of  discharge  has  been  completely  altered. 

Housing.— Building  is  not  now  so  brisk  as  has  been  the  case  in  former  years,  and  the  number  of  void 
houses  is  diminished.  It  is  an  ascertainable  fact  that  there  is  no  great  influx  of  population  at  the  present 
time.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  built  during  the  year  was  about  350.  The  housing  of  the  working- 
classes  is  considerably  above  the  average,  and  there  are  none  of  the  overcrowded  areas  which  are  to  be 
found  in  towns  of  older  date.  The  legacy  left  by  those  who  erected  insanitary  dwellings  at  the  time  when 
Swindon  w7as  commencing  to  develop  as  a  commercial  centre  is  one  which  is  responsible  for  much  of  the 
w7ork  of  the  Health  Department  at  the  present  time. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 283  workshops  are  on  the  register,  and  423  workplaces  or  domestic 
factories.  The  inspections  of  outworkers  have  been  systematic  and  continuous,  but  owing  to  pressure  of 
other  work  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  devote  as  much  time  as  usual  to  inspection  during  the  year. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  at  the  present  time  12  registered  and  7  licensed  Slaughterhouses.  A 
few  have  changed  hands  during  the  year.  There  is  no  great  complaint  to  make  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
slaughterhouses.  The  limewashing  and  removal  of  refuse  on  the  whole  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  373  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year.  There  were  two  seizures  of 
tuberculous  and  unsound  meat,  and  convictions  obtained  in  each  case. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops.— There  are  16  dairy  farms  situated  in  the  Borough.  They  have 
all  been  under  inspection  during  the  year,  and  are  in  a  good  state  of  sanitation.  A  considerable  portion 
of  the  farms  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  town  mains.  One  or  two  of  the  outlying  farms  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Coate  are  not  well  supplied  with  water.  Pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  land¬ 
lords  to  provide  a  better  supply.  There  are  71  milk  vendors  in  the  town  registered.  No  cases  of 
milkborne  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  were  7;125,  showing  an  increase  of  86 
for  the  year  1905,  the  increase  being  due  to  work  in  course  of  construction. 


TROWBRIDGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — JAMES  PE  ARSE,  M.D. 


Area,  2,126  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses ... 

Areraye  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rote 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


(Census  1901)  11526  (Census  1891)  12046 

2817  „  2722 

4*09  ,,  4-42 

20-52  per  1000  of  (. Estimated )  Population 
15-82 


•62 

103-98 


5? 


55 


5  5 

Births 


55 

55 

55 


Birth-rate. — There  wTere  fewer  births,  viz. :  281  as  against  246  in  1905,  and  254  in  1904. 


Death-rate. — There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  167  against  152  in  1905,  and  148  in 
1904.  Three  deaths  occurred  amongst  non-residents  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  If  these  are  deducted 
and  additions  made  of  12  deaths  of  residents  in  the  Workhouse,  and  4  in  Bath  Hospital,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  is  raised  to  180,  giving  a  corrected  death-rate  of  15*9.  That  for  England  and  Wales 
during  the  year  was  15-4.  20  of  the  deaths  occurred  of  persons  over  80  years  of  age.  There  were  7 

deaths  from  Consumption  and  22  deaths  from.  Cancer,  a  figure  considerably  higher  than  has  previously 
been  noted. 

Infantile  Mortality.— 24  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year.  Ten  of  these  were  under  1  month 
old.  Of  the  remainder,  6  were  due  to  Diarrhoea!  Diseases,  probably  due  to  errors  in  feeding. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 86  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz. :  Scarlet  Fever  40, 
Diphtheria  37,  Erysipelas  7,  and  Puerperal  Fever  2.  The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was  a 
considerable  reduction  on  the  prevalence  for  1905.  The  cases  occurred  principally  in  the  earlier  months 
of  the  year,  and  were  the  last  effects  of  the  epidemic  of  1905.  The  outbreak  was  of  a  mild  form  of  the 
disease.  No  deaths  occurred.  There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria.  Multiple 
cases  occurred  in  5  houses,  28  separate  houses  being  affected.  No  single  originating  cause  was  discovered. 
Association  of  children  in  schools  is  probably  the  main  channel  of  infection.  There  were  four  deaths 
from  Diphtheria. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  throughout  the  year,  and  the  quality  has  been 
well  maintained. 


Sewerage.— The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  completed  during  the  year,  but  owing  to  difficulties 
having  arisen  with  the  working  of  the  pumping  plant,  the  sewage  has  only  been  able  to  be  partially 
treated. 


During  the  progress  of  house  to  house  inspection,  serious  defects  of  drainage  were  discovered 
affecting  houses  in  the  Down,  Adcroft  Street,  and  Harford  Street.  These  defects  were  satisfactorily 
remedied. 
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Housing. — 177  house  to  house  inspections  have  been  made,  and  a  considerable  number  of  nuisances 
thus  brought  to  notice  have  been  rectified.  Two  houses  have  been  closed  during  the  year  as  unfit  for 
occupation.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 118  factories  and  workshops  are  on  the  register.  Their  condition  is 
on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  the  necessary  regulations  are  observed.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was 
abated.  One  extremely  unsatisfactory  workshop,  where  girls  were  employed  in  rag  sorting  in  an  ill 
ventilated  room  over  a  stable,  has  since  been  closed.  Nine  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received  during 
the  year,  representing  151  workers  distributed  as  follows :  Wearing  Apparel  1,  Glove-making  134,  rag¬ 
stripping  6. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  these,  and  marked  improvements '  were 
effected  in  the  drainage  and  paving  arrangements  of  the  sheds  and  yards,  and  the  condition  of  the  sheds 
is  much  more  satisfactory  than  formerly.  There  is  also  some  improvement  as  regards  general  cleanliness. 
There  are  instances  in  which  this  is  very  satisfactory,  while  in  others  there  is  still  very  ample  room  for 
improvement.  There  are  37  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  on  the  register.  22  notices  have  been 
served  for  defective  lime-washing. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — During  the  year  there  has  been  a  considerable  alteration  in  the  sanitary 
department,  as  the  Council  declined  to  continue  the  appointment  of  a  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector. 
This  matter  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  one  of  H.M.  Inspectors  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  spent  a  considerable  time  investigating  the  requirements  of  the  District.  The  result  of  his  inspection 
has  been  presented  in  the  form  of  a  Blue  Book. 


WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  I.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  6,564  acres. 


Population 

(Census  1901) 

5547 

( Census  1891) 

5563 

Inhabited  homes  ... 

1264 

5J 

1253 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ... 

4-38 

J) 

4*43 

Birth-rate 

•  •  • 

20*13 

per  1000  of  ( Estimated ) 

Population 

Prude  Death-rate ... 

•  •  • 

18*05 

?? 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

1*06 

a 

?? 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  ■ 

1*98 

>>  ? » 

?  J 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

... 

84*90 

,,  Births 

Birth-rate. — The  Birth-rate  continues 

to 

decrease. 

There  were  106  Births  registered 

,  as  against 

115  in  1905,  and  122  in  1904. 


Death-rate. — There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  Death-rate,  100  Deaths  being  registered,  as  against 
87  in  1905,  and  81  in  1904.  This  is  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  that  has  occurred  in  any  year  since 
1889.  Eleven  deaths  were  of  non-residents  dying  in  the  Workhouse  and  Cottage  Hospital,  which  reduces 
the  number  of  deaths  to  89.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Consumption 
and  Cancer,  which  in  each  case  numbered  11.  20  persons  died  over  the  age  of  80  years,  which  is  greatly 

in  excess  of  the  usual  number,  and  was  also  a  factor  in  the  increase  in  the  death-rate. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Nine  children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  a  slight  increase  on  that  for  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 34  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  7  Scarlet  Fever,  8  Diphtheria,  1  Membranous 
Croup,  4  Erysipelas,  and  1  Enteric  Fever.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  the  cause  of  the 
Diphtheria  outbreak  was  apparently  due  to  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  drains  of  the  British  Schools 
in  the  Close.  These  drains  have  now  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  put  in  order. 

Water  Supply. — This  shows  a  high  degree  of  purity,  but  the  yield  of  the  Jersey  Hill  spring  has  been 
gradually  decreasing  during  the  last  three  years,  and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  up  a 
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constant  supply  for  the  town.  This  was  found  to  be  due  to  large  quantities  of  water  passing  the  well 
and  wasting  itself  in  the  pond.  This  waste  has  now  been  intercepted  and  collected  in  a  new  reservoir 
capable  of  holding  about  50,000  gallons.  The  daily  average  consumption  of  water  amounts  to  125,000 
gallons.  % 

Sewerage. — Complaints  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Sewage  Farm  were  made  by  a 
gentleman  residing  near  the  farm,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says : — “  Although  it  is  useless 
disguising  the  fact  that  at  times  a  nuisance  may  arise  from  the  treatment  of  sewage,  I  think  that  in  this 
case  the  nuisance  arose  from  the  overflow  of  a  private  cesspit  into  the  road  gulley  near  the  house.  This 
has  now  been  remedied  with  marked  good  effect.  Complaints  were  also  made  of  the  disagreeable 
emandations  from  some  of  the  manholes  in  the  town,  particularly  in  Portway,  where  the  sewer  is  very  flat, 
and  sewage  is  apt  to  accumulate.5’  Several  of  the  manholes  have  have  now  been  closed  down.  The 
Council  have  made  great  improvements  at  the  Sewage  Farm  and  Pumping  Station.  The  farm  has  now 
been  underdrained. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  workshops  in  the  town,  which  number  28,  and  employ  about  100 
hands,  have  been  regularly  inspected.  There  are  a  number  of  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  of  glovers 
at  Westbury.  Over  40  outworkers  reside  in  the  town. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  is  not  much  to  complain  of  in  the  condition  of  these.  They  have 
been  regularly  visited,  and  in  some  cases  improvement  is  reported. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  continue  in  a  satisfactory  state,  but  notice  to  limewash  has 
been  given  in  a  few  instances. 


WESTBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — WALTER  H.  REED,  M.R.C.S. 


Area  3,599  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


(Census  1901) 


8305 

802 

4-12 

23-73  per 
19-28 
■00 
•29 
62-50 


( Census  1891)  8341 

„  1072 

,,  8-11 
1000  of  (Estimated)  Population 


5  J 


?  J 


5? 

?  * 


Birth-rate. — 80  Births  were  registered,  as  against  77  in  1905. 


Death-rate. — There  is  an  increase  in  the  Death-rate,  65  being  registered,  as  against  61  in  1905.  Of 
these  7  were  caused  by  Cancer,  and  12  Bronchitis. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  Infantile  Mortality,  which  is  below  the  average. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 19  cases  were  notified  as  against  10  in  1905,  viz.,  Erysipelas  9,  Enteric- 
Fever  9,  Puerperal  Fever  1.  The  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  August,  and  were  restricted  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  viz.,  Alfred  Street,  Market  Place,  Cheap  Street,  and  Fore  Street.  Seven  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  and  2  were  treated  at  home.  Three  of  the  cases  proved 
fatal.  All  the  cases  received  their  milk  from  2  dairies.  “  The  stream  from  Bitham  Factory  is  open  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  is  often  foul.  The  cattle  from  the  2  dairies  in  question  were  fed  on  the 
pasture  through  which  the  stream  runs.” 

Water  Supply.—  Supplies  for  water  from  the  town  mains  have  been  laid  on  to  31  houses  one 
brickworks,  one  school,  and  the  Great  Western  Railway  Station. 
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Sewerage. — One  new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Lower  Road,  and  28  new  drains  and  drains  re-laid  to 
houses. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  unauthorised  fellmongering  establishment  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
report  was  prosecuted  in  March,  and  the  works  abandoned. 

The  factories,  dairies,  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  kept  under  observation. 


WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  H.  STRATON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.S.Sc.,  Durham. 

Area,  1,915  acres. 

( Census  1891)  2120 

>,  480 

„  4-41 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

2203 

Inhabited  houses.. . 

•  •  *  5) 

518 

Average  number  of  persons  per 

house...  ,, 

4*25 

Birth-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

19.38  j 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12-06 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1-29 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

1-72 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

... 

111-11 

Birth-rate.— The  Birth-rate 

continues  to  decrease. 

45  Births 

>5 


5? 

Births 
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45  Births  were  registered  as  against  46  in 
1905,  and  50  in  1904.  The  Birth-rate  is  very  much  below  the  average. 


Death-rate. — The  Deaths  were  28,  being  the  same  as  in  the  last  2  years,  and,  strangely,  11  males 
and  17  females  died  in  1905  and  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  equal  to  111  per  1000  births,  2  deaths  being 
due  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 36  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  15  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  a  mild 
type,  2  of  Erysipelas,  and  19  of  Diphtheria.  No  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  was  fatal. 

Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  has  been  examined  on  5  occasions,  and  has  always  been  of 
excellent  quality,  the  supply  abundant,  and  pressure  sufficient.  There  are  526  houses  supplied  with 
water  from  the  towrn  mains. 


Sewerage.— The  existing  sewers  remained  intact  and  have  not  been  interfered  with  by  the  new 
works,  so  that  during  the  past  year  the  sewerage  was  discharged  into  the  river  as  before.  The  new  sewers 
were  practically  completed,  and  the  engineers  will  soon  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  house  connections. 
The  Wilton  Pumping  Station  is  completed,  the  pumps  are  in  position,  and  the  electrical  apparatus  is  in 
course  of  being  supplied.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  under  great  difficulty,  owing  to  certain 
manholes  and  lengths  of  pipes  resting  in  the  permanent  water  table. 

Housing. — During  the  year  1  house  has  been  erected,  and  9  closed.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  abated. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  factories,  workshops,  bakehouses,  and  slaughterhouses  are 
regularly  inspected.  They  are  in  good  order,  and  the  Bye-laws  respecting  them  are  observed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  new  set  of  model  Bye-laws  for  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been  under 
consideration,  and  the  premises  of  6  milkshops  have  been  inspected. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  systematic  inspection  of  the  District  is  regularly  carried  out,  45  notices  to 
abate  insanitary  conditions  have  been  served,  and  48  have  already  been  complied  with. 
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PART  III. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  EDDOWES,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  63,453  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1 901) 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Ceath-rate 

Zymotic  Cecith-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 

Birth-rate. — The  Birth-rate  continues  to  increase. 
1905,  and  295  in  1904. 


8268  (Census  1891)  6878 

1668  ,,  1566 

4-95  „  4-89* 

29 ’94  per  1000  of  (Estimated )  Population 


13-17 

9  9 

9  9 

9  5 

•21 

9  * 

9  9 

9  9 

•43 

99 

9  9 

9  9 

69-09 

9  9 

Births 

275  Births  were  registered,  as  against  267  in 


Death-rate. — 121  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  108  in  1904.  Of  these  24  occurred  amongst 
non-residents.  Of  the  121  deaths  registered  18  were  over  60  and  under  70,  27  over  70  and  under 
80,  9  over  80  and  upwards,  1  reaching  90  years. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  19  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  the  infant 
mortality  rate  of  69'09. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 24  cases  were  notified  as  against  8  in  1905.  There  wTere  17  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  viz.,  10  in  Bulf'ord,  1  in  Amesbury,  2  in  Tilshead,  1  in  Winterbourne  Stoke,  1  in  Maddington, 
1  in  Shrewton.  The  outbreak  at  Bulford  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  National  School  for  a  period  of 
6  weeks,  1  case  ended  fatally,  the  rest  were  of  a  mild  type.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  emphatically 
denies  the  suggestion  that  the  outbreak  at  Bulford  was  caused  by  insanitary  conditions.  The  cottages 
are  all  good,  the  water  supply  is  good  and  abundant,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  carefully  looked 
after  by  the  Military  Inspector  of  the  camp.  Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred,  1  at  Newton  Toney, 
and  1  at  Cliolderton.  The  Newton  Toney  case  was  imported  from  Portland,  the  patient  developing  the 
disease  two  days  after  after  reaching  the  village.  In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  the  houses,  cottages, 
and  schools  were  disinfected  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  the  disease. 


Water  Supply. — The  streams  and  water-courses  are  all  well  cleaned  and  cared  for. 


Sewerage. — The  works  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  in  a  fair  w7ay  of 
starting. 

Housing. — 30  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  47  houses  were  cleansed  and  limewashed,  3 
made  fit  for  habitation,  and  8  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  36  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  the  register,  which  have  been 
inspected.  In  some  cases  cautions  were  given  but  no  cases  of  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  occurred, 
nor  has  there  been  any  instance  of  the  sale  of  infected  milk. 

Inspection. — During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  visited  each  village  in  the  District, 
generally  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  has  inspected  the  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  all  of 
which  were  generally  satisfactory. 
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BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  J.  A.  AD1E,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  16,698  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate,  being  16  fewer  Births  than  in  1905. 
Of  the  109  children  born  105  were  legitimate  and  4  illegitimate. 


Death-rate. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  Death-rate,  10  fewer  Deaths  than  in  1905.  As  usual,  the 
largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  from  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  the  total  number  being  39,  with  an 
average  life  of  64-4  years.  Cancer  caused  6  Deaths,  3  males  and  8  females.  Tubercular  Disease  caused 
7  Deaths,  4  males  and  3  females.  Inquests  were  held  on  4  males  and  3  females. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Seven  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  Deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  1  year. 
This  is  lower  than  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years.  Only  1  of  the  Infantile  Deaths  was  caused  by 
Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  as  against  19  in  1905,  viz., 
Scarlet  Fever  20,  13  at  Limpley  Stoke,  5  at  Atworth,  1  at  South  Wraxhall,  and  one  at  Winsley.  Fifteen 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge.  The  Schools  at  Limpley  Stoke  were  closed 
and  disinfected.  There  was  no  fatal  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  and 
removed  to  the  Trowbridge  Isolation  Hospital,  one  ending  fatally.  Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred, 
one  at  Broughton  and  the  other  at  Limpley  Stoke.  The  latter  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Trowbridge.  Measles  caused  a  closure  of  the  Limpley  Stoke  and  the  Holt  Congregational  Schools  for  21 
days  each.  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  more  or  less  during  the  year,  but  not  in  epidemic  form. 

Water  Supply.— Westwood  :  A  scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  supply  of  water  for  this 
village,  which  is  urgently  needed  for  every  purpose.  Avoncliff :  A  small  covered  cistern  to  collect  the 
water  from  the  spring  here,  furnished  with  a  spring  tap.  has  been  constructed  by  the  Council,  and  has 
proved  of  great  service  to  the  people  of  the  hamlet,  who  have  no  other  supply  of  water  for  drinking 
purposes.  South  Wraxhall  :  During  the  dry  season  a  number  of  the  wells  ran  dry,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  private  well  of  D.  Pennon,  Esq.,  a  serious  condition  of  affairs  would  have  occurred. 

Sewerage. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  Drainage  and  Scavenging  are  both  absent. 

What  is  hoped  to  be  a  final  scheme  for  Holt  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Once  again  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  before  your  notice  the  condition  of  some  of  the  villages, 
where  from  the  prohibitive  cost  it  is  impossible  to  have  drainage  schemes.  At  the  present  time  certainly 
90  per  cent,  of  the  cess-pits  in  the  District  are  loose-steined,  thus  allowing  of  fluid  matter  to  soak  through 
into  the  ground,  and  where  there  is  no  water  service  to  pollute  the  wells,  and  in  cases  where  the  pits 
are  cemented  crevices  in  the  rock  beneath  have  been  found  useful  to  carry  aw7ay  the  overflow.  .  .  Gardens 
in  some  of  the  villages  are  very  small  and  not  large  enough  to  disinfect  the  contents  of  the  pits.”  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends  (1)  That  in  all  those  villages  where  some  change  is  imperative 
that  the  cess-pits  should  be  cleaned  out  and  filled  in,  the  surface  concreted  and  cemented,  and  bucket 
closets  placed  instead  ;  (2)  and  an  official  to  be  appointed  to  see  to  the  emptying  of  these  backets,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  see  to  the  removal  of  all  scavenging  materials. 


Housing. — Five  new  houses  have  been  erected,  1  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  1  case  of  overcrowding 
dealt  with. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  only  9  Factories  in  the  District.  26  Workshops  are  under 
inspection. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Cowsheds 
Hill  over  the  District.  Whitewashing  is  more  general,  and  more  regularly  done.  The  floors  are  kept 
cleaner  and  more  care  has  been  taken  in  the  condition  of  the  yards.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
strongly  of  opinion  that  earthen  and  macadamised  floors  of  Cowsheds  should  be  done  away  with,  and 
either  brick  or  cement  substituted.  The  floors  must  be  impervious  to  sewerage  and  capable  of  being 
washed.  104  Cowkeepers  are  registered,  who  keep  2,848  cows.  Of  the  104  Cowkeepers  63  are  inspected. 
Only  one  farm  in  the  District  remains  unregistered. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. — “  Limpley 
Stoke,  Winsley,  and  Holt  are  greatly  in  need  of  Drainage.  Water  Supply  is  urgently  needed  in 
Westwood,  Wingfield,  and  South  Wraxhall.” 


CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — D.  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  28,968  acres. 

Population 

Inhabited  houses...  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 
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Birth-rate. — There  were  109  Births  as  against  108  in  1905,  viz.,  47  boys  and  62  girls.  Of  these 
two  girls  were  illegitimate. 


Death-rate.— There  were  58  deaths  as  against  71  in  1905,  viz.,  29  males  and  29  females,  but  to 
this  should  be  added  9  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  which  is  not  in  the  Rural  District,  and  1  who  died 
in  the  Asylum  at  Devizes.  This  brings  the  number  of  deaths  to  68,  which  is  the  highest  number  per 
annum,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1905,  since  1899.  Of  the  total  nnmber  of  deaths  9  were  between 
50  and  60  years  of  age,  6  between  60  and  70,  18  between  70  and  80,  9  between  80  and  90,  and  1 
between  90  and  100.  There  were  only  6  deaths  from  Cancer,  as  against  10  in  1905. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Five  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  viz.,  1  Bronchitis,  2  Premature 
Birth,  1  Diarrhoea,  and  1  Whooping  Cough. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  no  epidemic  of  any  of  the  Infectious  Diseases,  but  there  were  12 
cases  notified,  viz.,  3  Diphtheria,  2  Erysipelas,  7  Scarlet  Fever.  Two  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
treated  at  home,  and  1  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  The  2  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  treated  at  home. 
2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  home,  and  5  were  sent  to  the  Hospital,  all  being 
satisfactory  recoveries. 

Water  Supply. — A  complaint  respecting  the  water  supply  of  a  farm  in  the  District  was  made,  and 
an  analysis  proved  it  unfit  for  domestic  use  or  dietetic  purposes.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  owner,  who  without  delay,  provided  a  proper  supply. 


Housing. — The  housing  accommodation  is  ample.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  abated. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  register  have  been  inspected  ; 
they  are  in  good  order,  well  ventilated,  and  kept  clean.  Some  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied.  The 
bake-houses  have  been  periodically  whitewashed  and  ail  are  above  ground. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  87  persons  on  the  register  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  whose 
premises  are  periodically  inspected.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  had  many  minor  nuisances  abated,  and 
the  premises  under  supervision  are  in  good  order  and  kept  clean. 
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CHIPPENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health—  -W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  58,606  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate. — The  Birth-rate  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  last  year,  but  is  still  below  the  average 
of  the  past  ten  years.  In  the  Chippenham  District  93  Births  were  registered,  in  the  Corsham  District 
218  Births,  the  Castle  Combe  District  61  Births,  and  in  the  Christian  Malford  District  69  Births. 


Death-rate. — The  Deaths  at  all  ages  were  207  in  number,  showing  a  marked  decrease  on  the 
previous  year. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  31  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age,  the  same  number  as  occurred  in 
1905. 


Infectious  Diseases. — 53  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  11  Diphtheria,  2  Erysipelas,  39  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  1  Enteric  Fever.  2  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  were  reported.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in 
Corsham,  Box,  Burton,  Castle  Combe,  and  Chippenham  Without.  The  type  of  disease  was  mild.  In 
only  one  instance  was  the  closing  of  schools  necessary. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  joint  hospital  is  situated  in  the  Rural  District.  47  patients  were  admitted. 
Of  these  24  were  from  the  Urban  District,  22  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  of  Diphtheria.  23  cases  came  from 
the  Rural  District,  18  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  5  of  Diphtheria.  Early  in  the  year  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
in  a  farmer  retailing  milk,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  man  had  only 
recently  come  into  the  District.  The  source  of  infection  was  discovered  and  removed. 

Water  Supply. — The  District  is  not  naturally  well  supplied  with  water  for  drinking  purposes.  For 
many  years  past  public  and  private  supplies  have  been  extended  from  their  original  areas  to  outlying 
districts.  A  new  reservoir  drawing  its  supply  from  the  Chippenham  Urban  Council  well  has  been 
constructed  at  Hardenhuish.  Portions  of  the  Rural  District  have  been  supplied  from  this  reservoir. 
There  is  a  demand  for  water  in  Kington  St.  Michael  and  Kington  Langley.  Both  these  districts  could 
easily  be  supplied  from  this  source.  The  water  suppjy  at  Biddestone  has  been  found  polluted  and  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  The  mains  in  the  Malmesbury  Road  have  been 
extended  to  the  new  houses  in  Langley  Burrell  parish. 

Sewerage. — The  various  sewage  disposal  works  are  acting  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Plans  for 
dealing  with  the  parish  of  Biddestone  have  been  prepared,  and  are  under  consideration.  The  land  and 
property  owners  have  decided  to  do  the  work  themselves  at  Kington  St.  Michael.  The  sewer  of  the 
village  has  been  examined  and  the  outfall  improved.  The  outfall  is  now  satisfactory.  At  Corsham  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  among  the  inhabitants  in  favour  of  all  houses  having  a  properly  constructed  water 
closet  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  no  untreated  sewage 
enters  the  river.  There  are  4  works  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  in  the  District. 

Housing. — The  house  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants.  In  2  parishes  several  houses 
are  vacant.  Several  new  cottages  have  been  erected  on  farms  for  the  convenience  of  labourers. 

The  slaughterhouses,  retail  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops,  bake-houses,  and  the  paper  mill 
have  been  inspected. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — This  matter  does  not  appear  to  receive  much  attention  in  the  District. 

An  inspection  of  the  District  has  been  made  by  Dr.  Mivart,  an  inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  A  copy  of  his  report  has  not  been  made  public. 
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CMCKLADE  &!  WOOTTON  BASSETT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  G.  KLUMPP. 


Area,  46,734  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

A  verage  number  of  persons  per  house  . 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Births,  viz.,  300  as  against  271  in  1905.  The 
Birth-rate  is  slightly  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years.  Of  the  300  births  160  were  males, 
and  140  females. 


Death-rate. — 174  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  176  in  1905.  The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages 
from  Tubercular  Diseases  was  22. 


Infantile  Mortality. — 31  Deaths  were  registered  under  one  year  of  age,  as  against  22  in  1905.  The 
Infantile  Death-rate  of  103*3  per  1,000  births  compares  unfavourably  with  the  average  of  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Few  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  only  29  being  reported,  viz.,  Scarlet 
Fever  7,  3  being  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Lydiard  Millicent  and  1  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Swindon  ;  Diphtheria  11  cases,  Measles  8  cases,  Erysipelas  3  cases.  No  death  occurred  from  any  of 
the  notifiable  diseases. 

Water  Supply. — The  prejudice  against  the  new  public  supply  at  Cricklade  is  abating,  and  the 
number  of  connections  has  been  greatly  increased,  115  dwelling-houses  being  connected  during  tbe  year. 
Wootton  Bassett  has  benefited  by  the  supplemental  supply  and  had  no  need  to  limit  the  amount  during 
the  year.  At  Purton  the  water  supply  has  been  extended,  and  about  20  additional  houses  supplied.  A 
public  supply  is  contemplated  at  Purton  Stoke,  and  investigations  are  being  made  to  ascertain  the  best 
sources  from  which  water  can  be  obtained. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  mention  in  the  report  of  this  subject. 

Scavenging. — Wootton  Bassett  has  been  regularly  scavenged  during  the  past  year.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  says  since  the  supplemental  water  supply  and  the  periodical  scavenging  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  Diphtheria  is  less  frequent. 

Housing.— Eleven  new  houses  and  cottages  of  a  superior  type  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  In 
some  parts  of  the  district  the  old  dilapidated  cottages  are  fast  disappearing,  and  no  new  ones  are  being 
provided.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  it  drives  the  people  into  the  towns. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 211  persons  are  now  registered,  and  great  improvement  has  taken  place 
since  the  District  Council  have  enforced  the  Orders  and  Regulations. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses.— These  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year,  have  been 
periodically  cleaned,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  very  cleanly  state. 
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DEVIZES. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  S.  A.  WAYLEN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  61,856  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate... 

Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


( Census  1901) 

>  5 
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2808 

4-66 

21-07  per 
19-85  ^ 

•77 

•54 

58-60 


(' Census  1891)  18318 

2898 

„  4-59 

1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

”  >»  »j 

»>  »» 

3>  j> 

,,  Births 


Birth-rate. — 273  Births  were  registered.  This  is  a  slight  improvement,  but  below  the  average  of 
the  past  10  years.  The  Birth-rate  has  been  steadily  decreasing  for  some  years.  It  was  27*4  per  1000 
in  1897. 

Death-rate. — 257  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  204  in  1905.  Of  this  number  84  were  of 
residents  who  died  in  the  County  Asylum  who  did  not  belong  to  the  district,  whilst  there  were  18  who 
died  in  the  Workhouse  and  4  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  belonging  to  the  area,  giving  a  net  return  of  195 
deaths  as  against  157  in  1905.  Of  the  93  persons  who  died  in  the  Asylum,  28  had  been  there  for  a 
period  of  less  than  6  months,  and  36  under  12  months,  whilst  4  others  had  been  inmates  from  30  to  35 
years,  and  3  for  40  years. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 16  children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  which  may  be  considered  a  low 
Infantile  Death-rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 76  cases  were  notified,  as  against  53  in  1905,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  54, 
Diphtheria  7,  Erysipelas  13,  Enteric  Fever  1,  Puerperal  Fever  1.  Of  the  54  Scarlet  Fever  cases  48 
occurred  in  the  group  of  parishes  comprising  the  fourth  and  seventh  parishes  of  the  Union,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  month  of  August,  throughout  the  year ;  the  greater  number  of  cases  were  of  a  mild 
type,  and  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting  them  notified,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks 
there  were  others  which  escaped  notification.  April  and  October  were  the  periods  of  greatest  intensity. 
50  cases  were  admitted  into  the  hospital.  Although  the  cases  were  on  the  whole  mild,  there  was  a  fair- 
proportion  of  severe  and  complicated  cases,  4  of  which  were  fatal,  and  undoubtedly  there  would  have 
been  more  deaths  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  nursing  they  received  at  the  hospital.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  a  general  outbreak  of  Diphtheria.  A  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Potterne  late  in 
the  year.  The  water  supply  was  analysed  and  found  polluted.  The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  at 
Erchfont. 

Isolation  Hospital. — 63  cases  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  year,  and  10  were  remaining 
at  the  end  of  1905.  At  one  time  there  were  three  different  sorts  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  together, 
requiring  a  separate  nursing  staff  for  each.  The  patients  were  in  2,975  days,  or  an  average  of  40-6  days 
each,  or  an  average  of  8  patients  per  day. 

Water  Supply. — Cheverell  Green  and  Cuckoo’s  Green,  Worton,  are  still  inadequately  supplied. 

Housing.— Nine  new  houses  have  been  built. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. — There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  and  the  workshops  are, 
in  the  main,  village  industries. 

Bakehouses  are  under  inspection. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 171  are  on  the  register,  and  have  all  been  inspected  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  32  are  not  registered.  There  is  a  general  and  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
yards  and  premises  throughout  the  district. 


58 

HIGHWORTH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  E.  STREETEJN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  49,721  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


(  Census  1901 ; 

5  > 
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4-74 

29-24 
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17-41 

5  > 

yj 

1-23 

>  > 

*  > 

1-78 

> » 

>  > 

136-47 

Births 

Birth-rate. — 425  Births  were  registered,  as  against  480  in  1905.  The  steady  decline  in  the] 
number  of  Births  has  been  continuous  during  the  last  decade. 


Death-rate. — There  were  253  Deaths  as  against  218  in  1905.  This  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
average  for  the  past  decade.  There  were  9  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  chiefly  due  to  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  There  were  26  deaths  from  Consumption,  Premature  Births  (13),  and  the  incidence 
of  disease  from  Parturition  (3)  show  an  increased  mortality.  The  mortality  from  Heart  Disease  (88)  is 
high.  The  mortalities  from  accidents  were  considerably  in  excess  of  the  average. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  number  58.  This  is 
considerably  over  the  average,  and  the  Infantile  Death-rate  of  136-4  per  1,000  of  the  registered  births  is 
one  of  the  highest  recorded  for  the  past  10  years.  About  40  per  cent  of  the  mortality  occurred  in  the 
first  month  of  life. 


Infectious  Diseases. — 131  cases  were  notified,  122  in  the  Highworth  District,  and  9  in  the  Swindon 
Sub-District.  The  maximum  intensity  of  disease  was  in  the  months  of  January  and  September.  The 
populous  villages  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  Rodbonrne  Cheney  were  again  the  localities  in  which 
Infectious  Disease  had  its  habitat.  Six  out  of  the  15  parishes  into  which  the  District  is  divided  had  no 
incidence  whatever  of  Infectious  Disease.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  villages  which  are  remote  from  and 
have  the  least  intercourse  with  Swindon  are  those  in  which  Infectious  Disease  is  absent.  There  has  been 
an  increased  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  109  cases  being  notified.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease 
among  the  children  on  the  female  side  of  the  Union  Workhouse.  The  infection  was  confined  almost 
entirely  to  the  female  children’s  quarters,  which  were  considerably  overcrowded  so  much  so  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  utilise  one  of  the  play-rooms  as  a  dormitory.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited 
the  Workhouse  and  made  suggestions  as  to  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  abate  the  outbreak.. 
Rodbourne  Cheney,  which  is  practically  a  suburb  of  Swindon,  had  24  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
year.  16  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  a  very  marked  diminution  of  cases  in  this  District.  39 
notifications  were  made  in  1905.  The  cases  were  confined  to  the  parishes  of  Highworth  (2),  Rodbourne 
Cheney  (9),  and  Stratton  St.  Margaret  (5).  The  disease  was  of  sporadic  origin,  and  the  infections 
limited  to  the  primary  cases.  Prompt  isolation  of  each  case  as  it  occurred  was  requested  by  the  medical 
man  in  attendance. 

This  is  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  no  case  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  notified  in 
the  Rural  District. 


Water  Supply.- — As  is  usual  in  this  report  a  detailed  description  of  the  water  supply  of  the  various 
parishes  is  given.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  a  water  supply  for  the  hamlet  of  Cote.  In  many 
cases  it  is  impossible  for  the  owners  to  obtain  a  supply  on  their  own  ground,  the  space  being  limited, 
and  any  new  wells  sunk  would  be  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  already  existent.  During  the  year 
application  was  made  by  twelve  occupiers  residing  at  Blunsdon  Hill,  an  outlying  portion  of  the  parish,  to 
the  Rural  District  Council,  to  provide  a  supply  of  water.  This  locality  is  without  water  during  a  portion 
of  the  year.  The  matter  is  now  receiving  consideration.  The  supply  from  the  Rural  District  Council’s 
Waterworks  at  Highworth  has  been  ample,  and  there  has  been  no  trouble  with  the  pumps  and  machinery. 
A  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  was  held  regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Inglesham,  and 
a  scheme  approved  for  laying  water  on  to  this  village  from  the  Highworth  Waterworks.  This  work  is  now 
in  course  of  completion.  I11  the  parish  of  Rodbourne  several  houses,  during  the  year,  have  been  connected 
with  the  Swindon  Corporation  mains.  Some  wells  have  been  closed  during  the  year,  but  it  is  probable 
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many  more  are  polluted,  and  this  will  receive  attention,  as  there  is  no  excuse  for  using  polluted  water. 
Water  of  known-  purity  is  now  within  the  reach  of  everyone  in  this  parish.  A  report  of  the  water 
supply  from  South  Marston  was  made,  practically  condemning  the  water  supply  of  the  village. 
Notwithstanding  this  adverse  report  there  has  been  great  opposition  to  any  scheme  for  a  public  supply, 
and  the  present  position  is  that  of  a  deadlock,  pending  further  action  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Sewerage. — A  detailed  account  of  the  methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  each  parish  is  given  in  the 
report.  The  only  matters  calling  for  consideration  are  with  regard  to  the  parish  of  Rodbourne,  where  a 
system  of  sewage  disposal  is  badly  needed.  The  question  of  making  such  provision  has  been  before  the 
public  for  many  years.  Such  sewers  as  now  exist  provide  only  for  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  houses, 
and  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  these  is  of  a  very  infectious  and  primitive  character.  There 
appears  to  be  some  disposition  still  to  coquette  with  the  Swindon  Corporation  in  regard  to  the  reception 
of  part  of  the  sewage  of  the  parish  at  the  Corporation’s  Rodbourne  farm.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  says  :  “  Speaking  frankly,  I  do  not  consider  the  Corporation  would  be  acting  fairly  in  attempting 
to  deal  with  more  sewage  at  their  already  overburdened  farm.  The  duty  of  the  Rural  District  Council  is 
to,  without  further  delay,  provide  for  a  public  want  in  the  interests  of  public  health.” 

1848  houses  in  the  district  are  drained  to  sewers,  as  against  1779  in  1905,  504  drained  to  cesspools, 
as  against  491  in  1905,  whilst  the  number  drained  to  ditches  is  893,  against  413  in  1905,  and  houses 
without  drains  573,  as  against  602  in  1905. 

Housing. — There  are  3610  houses  in  the  district,  an  increase  of  33  on  the  preceding  year.  82 
houses  are  void  as  against  86  in  1905.  33  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  taken  down,  one 
made  fit  for  habitation,  65  limewashed,  9  backyards  paved,  and  2  cases  of  overcrowding  abated.  There 
are  10  gipsy  vans  in  the  District,  and  3  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — -118  factories  and  workshops  exist  in  the  District,  not  including  bake¬ 
houses.  131  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  There  are  35  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Registers  are 
duly  kept  and  the  various  items  are  recorded  therein.  Two  offensive  trades  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  The  blood  and  bone  manure  works  of  Mr.  Cooper  are  adapted  for  the  trade, 
and  the  nuisance  which  is  always  associated  more  or  less  with  it  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  “  Gut 
scraping  ”  has  been  carried  on  in  a  somewhat  illicit  manner  in  the  parish  of  Wroughton.  The  premises 
were  unlicensed  and  notice  has  been  served  to  discontinue  it  until  the  license  has  been  granted. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — A  very  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  expended  in  connection  with 
every  dairy  farm  in  this  district.  There  are  upwards  of  200  farms  milking  nearly  5,000  cows,  and  a 
very  large  proportion  of  milk  is  despatched  to  London  daily.  A  detailed  report  on  the  dairy  farms  in 
each  parish  in  the  district  is  given,  stating  the  condition  of  the  farmsteads,  cooling  sheds,  pastures,  and 
improvements.  This  appears  to  be  the  only  district  in  the  county  where  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Orders  are  properly  carried  out  by  the  officers. 

Inspection. — As  is  usual  in  this  district  it  appears  to  be  again  efficiently  and  thoroughly  inspected. 
The  work  is  very  systematically  done  and  most  complete  records  of  the  results  of  inspection  are  kept. 
This  is  the  only  district  in  the  county  in  which  there  has  been  a  complete  house  to  house  inspection,  with 
a  proper  register  kept  regarding  each  inhabited  house  in  the  district.  This  register  is  kept  up-to-date, 
and  particulars  of  infectious  diseases,  sanitary  conditions,  etc.,  inserted  as  occasion  arises. 


MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  58,357  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house ... 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  Birth-rate.  There  were  266  Births,  against  210  in 
1905. 

Death-rate. — There  was  a  decrease  in  the  Death-rate,  there  being  only  112  deaths  as  compared 

with  126  in  1905. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Twelve  children  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year,  against  15  in  the 
year  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 23  cases  were  notified  as  against  18  in  1905,  viz.,  3  Diphtheria,  3  Erysipelas,. 
16  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Puerperal  Fever.  Eleven  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Corston,  and  one- 
each  at  Brinkworth,  Somerford,  Milbourne,  Burnt  Heath  (St.  Paul  Without),  and  Sherston.  Of  the 
Diphtheria,  one  case  occurred  at  Chedglow,  Crudwell,  one  at  Brinkworth,  and  one  at  Easton  Grey.  The 
case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  at  Willesley,  in  the  Parish  of  Sherston. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Hospital  appears  to  have  been  occupied  during  the  year. 
A  patient  suffering  from  Diphtheria  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on  December  20,  and  discharged  on 
December  24,  although  the  specific  bacillus  “  Klebs  Lceffier,”  was  present  in  the  throat. 

Water  Supply. — Nothing  further  has  been  done  by  the  Rural  District  Council  with  regard  to 
providing  a  supply  for  the  village  of  Oaksey,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  it  seems  useless  to- 
dig  further  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  village  as  the  water  appears  to  be  of  a  brackish  nature. 

Sewerage. — Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Luckington.  A  new  sewer 
has  been  made  in  Tanner’s  Hill  and  Thompson’s  Hill,  and  plans  have  been  prepared,  and  the  contract 
let,  to  provide  a  tank  and  filter  to  deal  with  the  sewerage  of  that  part  of  Sherston. 

Housing. — As  is  usual  this  report  contains  no  mention  of  this  important  subject. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Again  as  in  1905  there  is  no  mention  of  this  very  important  subject  in  any 
part  of  the  report. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  only  information  on  this  subject  is  contained  in  the  following  paragraph 
in  the  report : — “  Pigstyes,  Great  Somerford.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  last  November  visited 
nearly  all  the  cottages  and  premises  of  this  village.  A  tabulated  form  was  presented  to  your  Board, 
showing  the  existing  condition  and  where  nuisances  existed.”  Nothing  is  said  of  the  other  19  or  20 
parishes,  except  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  that  he  paid  visits  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases- 
at  Corston. 


MARLBOROUGH.  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  —  C.  JAMES,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  43,795  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses... 

Average  n  umber  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  Birth-rate,  115  Births  being  registered,  as 
108  in  1905.  Of  these,  62  were  males  and  53  females.  There  were  6  illegitimate  Births. 


against 


Death-rate.- — The  Death-rate  appears  to  be  stationary.  57  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  58  in 
1905^,  viz.,  3  males  and  24  females.  There  were  5  Deaths  from  Cancer,  6  from  Respiratory  Diseases, 
Heart  Disease  7,  Old  Age  15.  23  persons  died  over  65  years  of  age. 
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Infantile  Mortality.— Tlie  number  of  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  was  9.  Of  these  5  were  due  to 
Premature  Birth. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 16  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  2  in  1905. 
Twelve  ol  these  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  other  4  cases  were  satisfactorily  treated  at 
home.  The  schools  were  closed  at  Og bourne  St.  George  on  account  of  Diphtheria. 

Water  Supply.  —The  supply  of  water  has  been  more  plentiful  during  the  year. 

Sewerage. — The  drainage  at  Manton  is  now  completed,  and  will,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
thinks,  prove  satisfactory. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  having  been  built,  that  subject  remains  in  much  the  same  condition.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  legislation  is  promised,  and  it  is  needed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  his  Council  should  persevere  in  its 
attempts  to  enforce  greater  care  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  dairies  and  cows,  also  of  the  milkers.  He  hopes 
to  see  the  drainage  universally  satisfactory  soon. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  I  have  visited  the  District  at  systematic 
periods,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  during  the  year. 


MELRSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.  Edin. 
Area,  13,377  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

4440 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate,  96  Births  being  registered,  as  compared  with  109 
in  1905.  This  is  much  below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years. 

Death-rate. — 76  Deaths  were  registered,  as  compared  with  78  in  1905.  Of  this  number,  13  from 
outside  the  District  died  in  the  Union  Workhouse.  48  per  cent,  of  the  Deaths  were  in  persons  above  the 
age  of  65  years.  Cancer  caused  6  Deaths. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  Death-rate  was  93*7  per  1000  Births,  as  compared  with  91*74  in  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Only  11  cases  were  notified,  Scarlet  Fever  7,  Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  2. 
These  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  District,  and  did  not  call  for  special  comment.  The 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  was  only  made  use  of  in  one  instance.  In  addition  to  the  notifiable  diseases 
there  was  a  sharp  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Hilperton,  Staverton,  Semington,  and  Seend. 

Elementary  Schools. — Six  schools  in  the  District  were  inspected.  None  of  them  can  be  said  to  be 
model  schools  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  Three  are  contiguous  to  graveyards,  a  highly  objectionable 
site.  I11  one  instance  of  the  Shaw  Schools,  serious  sanitary  defects  were  reported  to  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. — The  prolonged  drought  of  the  summer  and  autumn  caused  great  shortage  of  the 
water  supply,  but  this  was  most  marked  at  Seend,  Shaw  Hill,  and  Woodrew.  In  the  absence  of  a  better 
pressure  from  the  Water  Company,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  storage  cisterns.  At  Seend  the  Council 
carted  water  round  to  the  new  buildings,  and  the  lower  part  of  Seend  Cleeve,  at  considerable  expense. 
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Efforts  are  being  made  by  well  sinking  to  remedy  this  serious  defect.  Section  6  of  the  Public  Health 
(Water  Act),  1878,  is  enforced  in  the  District. 

Sewerage. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  The  District  lying  as  it  does  between  Trowbridge 
and  MeJksham  necessarily  gives  rise  to  much  trouble.  At  Hiiperton  the  drainage  is  of  a  most  elementary 
description,  and  in  my  opinion  this  village  should  combine  with  Trowbridge  in  carrying  out  a  drainage 
scheme.  At  Melksham  Forest  complaints  are  continuous  Twelve  houses  at  Blaekmore  Terrace  have  ' 
earth  closets,  but  the  ground  attached  to  the  houses  is  not  sufficient  for  the  disposal  of  the  ordure.  In 
summer  the  nuisance  is  intolerable.  Some  arrangement  might  be  made  with  the  Melksham  Urban 
Council  to  scavenge  this  part  of  the  District.  Other  houses  in  the  same  neighbourhood  drain  into 
ditches.  Some  of  these  have  been  piped  and  covered  over,  but  this  is  no  remedy,  and  a  scheme  of 
drainage  in  combination  with  the  Urban  District  is  urgently  called  for.  At  Shurnhold  also  trouble  was 
experienced  during  the  summer  through  the  brook  being  contaminated  with  sewage.  This  part  of  the 
District  should  be  connected  with  the  Melksham  Urban  District  system.” 

Housing. — -Only  8  new  cottages  were  built  during  the  year.  Cottage  accommodation  is  still  defective 
and  deficient.  Many  are  built  in  unsuitable  positions  in  damp,  low-lying  places,  and  on  undrained 
water-logged  soil.  Insufficient  bedroom  accommodation  is  a  frequent  defect,  and  bedrooms  without  fire 
places  are  much  too  common.  The  worst  cottages  in  the  District  are  at  Sandridge  Lane,  Hiiperton 
Marsh,  Redstocks,  and  Semington  Lane. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  3  factories  and  8  workshops  in  the  District.  They  were 
inspected  and  found  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— There  are  72  premises  and  they  were  duly  inspected.  In  August  the 
Council  called  for  a  special  inspection  and  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
in  the  District.  *It  was  then  reported  that  the  farmyards  were,  with  few  exceptions,  of  a  very  rough 
and  uneven  surface,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise  that  owners  and  occupiers  did  not  recognise  the 
immense  saving  of  labour  and  better  sanitary  conditions  and  increased  comfort  to  the  cattle  which  would 
result  from  properly  metalled  and  well  formed  yards.  With  regard  to  water  supply  it  was  reported  that 
in  several  instances  the  water  was  polluted  with  the  drainage  of  the  yard.  Cowsheds  were  reported  to  be 
in  good  order.  Recently  20  have  been  provided  with  newly -paved  floors,  and  others  have  been  done  by 
order  of  the  Council.  In  18  cases  hmewashing  was  called  for. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — A  systematic  inspection  of  the  District  was  duly  made,  and  resulted  in  much 
useful  work  being  done.  In  addition  to  this  inspection  upwards  of  50  special  visits  were  made  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

*  No  copy  of  this  Special  Report  was  sent  to  the  County  Council. 
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Birth-rate.  —The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  was  129,  an  increase 
of  12  on  last  year. 
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Death-rate. — 71  deaths  were  registered,  an  increase  of  4  on  last  year.  44  deaths  were  of  persons- 
of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards.  There  were  3  deaths  from  Consumption,  9  Bronchitis,  3  Pneumonia, 
9  Heart  Disease,  7  Cancer,  10  Apoplexy, 'and  1  Suicide. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Eight  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1  year  of  age. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 35  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  24  were  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Diphtheria,  5 
Erysipelas,  and  1  Enteric  Fever.  The  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  were  attributed 
to  it.  The  cases  occurred  chiefly  at  Zeals,  Gasper,  and  East  Knoyle.  Of  the  5  Diphtheria  cases  none 
were  of  a  malignant  type.  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  reported  from  Mere  during  the  month  of 
March.  A  leakage  of  sewage  from  a  drain  was  discovered  near  the  house  where  the  patient  lived,  which 
was  the  probable  cause.  This  was  promptly  dealt  with,  and  no  other  cases  occurred. 

Water  Supply. — East  Knoyle  is  now  provided  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water  obtained 
from  a  well  dug  near  Knoyle  House,  the  water  being  pumped  from  a  reservoir  in  Clouds  Park,  estimated 
to  contain  25,000  gallons.  Suitable  standpipes  are  erected  at  different  places.  Several  farms  in  East 
Knoyle  have  also  received  a  supply  of  water  from  the  same  source.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  village 
has  now  an  abundance  of  water.  The  other  parts  of  the  District  in  which  there  is  a  deficient  supply  of 
water,  viz.,  parts  of  Mere,  Sedgehill,  and  West  Knoyle,  suffered  during  those  months  in  the  summer 
when  the  rainfall  was  low,  viz.,  July,  August,  and  September.  The  scheme  for  supplying  these  parishes 
appears  to  be  at  present  in  abeyance,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  trusts  it  will  receive  consideration 
during  the  coming  year. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  dairies  and 
cow.'heds  in  the  District,  and  the  officers  have  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  them  put  into  a  more 
sanitary  condition,  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1905.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  says  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  owners  of  cowsheds  and  the  dairy  farmers  using  the 
same,  are  beginning  to  recognise  the  importance  of  producing  the  milk,  most  of  which  is  sent  to  London, 
amidst  the  best  sanitary  surroundings  possible,  and  so  far  the  Sanitary  Officers  have  had  no  serious 
opposition  to  the  alterations  and  improvements  ordered  to  be  done  under  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Council  with  respect  to  dairies  and  cowsheds.  Improvements  have  been  made  with  regard  to  air  space 
and  ventilation,  walls,  and  paving,  drainage  of  sheds  and  yards— a  very  common  sanitary  defect,  and 
water  supply.  The  farms  in  which  the  water  supply  is  not  satisfactory  are  situated  in  those  parts  of  the 
District  previously  mentioned  as  requiring  a  public  water  supply.  At  all  the  farms  visited  the  milkers 
were  given  orders  to  wash  their  hands  before  milking,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “I 
seldom  saw  proper  conveniences  for  doing  the  same.” 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts.— There  is  a  small  carpet  weaving  factory  at  Mere,  which  has  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  found  in  a  proper  sanitary  condition.  There  are  four  domestic  workshops  in 
Mere  and  one  laundry.  There  are  10  retail  bakehouses  in  the  District,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected 
and  found  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  is  frequently  inspected,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
satisfied  that  the  general  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 
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Birth-rate. — There  were  817  Births  during  the  year,  against  885  in  1905.  The  illegitimate  Births 
were  19  in  number,  11  males  and  8  females — 4  more  than  in  1905.  The  Birth-rate  in  the  Collingbourne 
district  still  remains  higher  than  in  the  Netheravon  district. 

Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  was  115,  compared  with  175  in  1905.  To  these  must  be  added 
8  deaths  of  residents  in  the  district,  which  took  place  in  public  institutions  in  London,  bringing  the  total 
to  154. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths  under  12  months  was  24,  an  increase  of  4  over 
1905.  There 'were  12  in  the  Netheravon  district,  and  11  in  the  Collingbourne  district,  1  dying  at  a 
home  in  London.  Of  these  deaths  8  were  illegitimate  children. 

Infectious  Diseases.— 22  cases  were  notified,  being  13  less  than  in  1905.  13  cases  occurred  in  the 

Netheravon  district,  and  9  in  the  Collingbourne  district.  There  were  four  cases  of  Diphtheria,  9  of 
Erysipelas,  and  9  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  at  Pewsey  2,  Ludgershall  1,  and 
Netheravon  1.  Scarlet  Fever — Bottlesford  2,  Enford  4,  Ludgershall  1,  Alton  Priors  1,  and  Burbage  1. 
The  four  cases  at  Enford  all  occurred  in  one  cottage,  the  property  of  the  War  Office.  The  case  at  Alton 
Priors  was  removed  to  the  Devizes  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

School  Closure. — The  school  at  Oare  from  March  6th  to  March  20th,  due  to  an  epidemic  of  Mumps  ; 
and  at  Alton  Berners,  on  account  of  Measles,  from  October  18th  to  October  29th.  This  school  does  not 
belong  to  the  district,  although  most  of  the  children  attending  do. 

Water  Supply. — An  extension  of  time  has  been  given  to  the  workings  of  the  water  supply  scheme 
of  Ludgershall.  In  Pewsey,  the  District  Council  have  purchased  a  piece  of  land  for  Waterworks.  A 
loan  of  £900  has  been  granted  for  the  trial  bore.  Four  new  wells  in  the  district  have  been  sunk,  and 
six  cleansed  and  repaired,  and  14  samples  taken  for  analysis. 

Sewerage  and  Scavenging. — Twelve  additional  privies  were  provided,  2  converted  into  pail  closets,  10 
repaired,  and  22  school  closets  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  18  privies  and  ashpits  and  22 
portable  receptacles  were  cleansed.  There  is  very  little  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streets  of 
Pewsey ;  a  water  cart  is  much  needed  in  the  summer  months. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  During  the  year  I  have  inspected 
138  dairies  and  cowsheds,  of  which  97  are  registered.  305  men  are  employed  in  this  industry,  and  2,287 
cows  were  in  milking  at  the  time  of  my  inspection,  which  extended  from  May  26th  to  November  21st. 
I  can  report  that,  taken  generally,  there  is  very  considerable  improvement  in  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
the  cowsheds  ;  the  cows  are  also  much  cleaner  in  most  of  the  larger  dairies.  With  those  who  only  keep 
a  few  cows  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  many  cases.  With  regard  to  the  milkers  the  same  cannot 
be  said,  in  very  few  cases  are  any  milking  garments  provided,  and  the  men  milk  in  clothes  which  are 
very  dirty — covered  with  an  apron  of  sacking,  which  is  still  more  dirty.  Proper  milking  dress  should  be 
provided,  under  supervision,  also  each  man  should  be  made  to  wash  his  hands,  both  before  and  after 
milking.”  Seven  cases  were  served  with  notices  by  the  District  Council,  and  the  orders  complied  with. 
A  complete  record  of  all  the  cowsheds  has  been  kept. 


RAMSBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  WOODFORDE,  M.D. 


Area,  51,614  acres. 


Population 

[Census  1901)  7094 

[Census  1891) 

8023 

Inhabited  houses 

„  1747 

J  * 

1877 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house... 

„  4*06 

4*27 

Birth-rate 

26-98  per  1000 

of  ( Estimated )  P 

opulation 

Crude  Death-rate 

...  .  1068 

5) 

?  5 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•30 

J  > 

>  > 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

-45 

55 

?  5 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

84-33 

Births 

65 

Birth-rate. — 169  Births  were  registered,  as  compared  with  179  in  1905,  viz.,  84  males  and  85 
females.  There  were  5  illegitimate  Births. 

Death-rate. — There  were  73  Deaths  as  compared  with  99  in  1905,  which,  with  8  Deaths  in  the 
Hungerford  Workhouse  of  previous  residents  in  the  District,  gives  a  net  total  of  81,  males  33,  females  48. 
There  were  no  Deaths  from  any  notifiable  infectious  disease.  Consumption  caused  2  Deaths,  Cancer  8, 
Pulmonary  Diseases  10,  Developmental  Diseases  of  Young  Children  7,  and  11  from  Age  and  Decay. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Of  the  16  Deaths  under  12  months,  10  were  infants  born  prematurely  or 
congenitally  defective. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  The  only  notifications  received  during  the  year  were  6  Erysipelas,  and  1 
Scarlet  Fever,  at  a  dairy  farm.  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced,  but  the  sending  away  of  the 
milk  was  stopped  until  proper  arrangements  could  be  made  for  its  resumption.  The  Erysipelas  attacks 
occurred  in  different  houses  from  April  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  there  was  nothing  of  sanitary  interest, 
relating  to  them.  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  at  Ramsbury  in  January,  and  in  April  and  June  at 
Shalbourne.  One  case  was  fatal. 

Water  Supply. — There  is  no  public  water  supply  in  the  District.  Where  there  are  deep  wells  in 
the  chalk  the  water  is  usually  good,  but  4  polluted  shallow  wells,  and  3  cases  of  deficient  water  supply 
wrere  dealt  with. 

Sewerage. — No  part  of  the  District  is  sewered. 

Housing. — At  the  census  of  1901,  of  the  1747  houses  in  the  District  1911  were  cottages  with  under 
five  rooms  each,  but  511  were  4-roomed,  and  although  many  of  them  are  old  and  of  a  poor  class,  there 
is  but  little,  if  any,  overcrowding.  In  1906,  five  insanitary  tenements  were  cleansed,  and  two  dilapidated 
ones  repaired.  Only  4  sets  of  plans  for  new  buildings  were  passed  under  the  bye-laws,  viz.,  one  for  a 
dwelling-house,  1  school,  and  2  churches.  The  first  two  received  certificates  of  water  supply. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — One  factory  and  62  workshops,  including  21  bakehouses,  4  flour  mills,. 
2  foundries,  3  dressmakers,  with  30  ordinary  trade  premises,  were  inspected.  102  inspections  were  made, 
formal  notices  for  cleansing,  etc.,  being  served  on  the  occupiers  of  11  bakehouses,  and  one  slaughter¬ 
house,  which  were  complied  with.  There  are  not  any  “  workplaces  ”  or  “  outworkers  ”  in  the  District. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— Mr.  J.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  died  in  the  late  autumn,  after  long  and 
excellent  service.  Before  his  death  he  had  inspected  813  premises  during  the  year.  94  nuisances  were 
discovered  and  abated  on  82  premises  ;  21  formal  notices  of  abatement  were  issued. 
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Birth-rate. — 231  Births  were  registered  as  against  237  in  1905.  The  Birth-rate  is  above  the 
average  of  the  past  10  years. 
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D£ath-rate. — The  total  number  of  Deatli£  registered  in  the  District  was  110.  Three  were  of 
persons  not  normally  residing  in  the  District,  but  19  persons  normally  living  in  the  District  died  beyond 
the  borders  of  the  District.  Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  8  Deaths.  In  addition  Tuberculosis,  other  than 
Phthisis,  caused  2  deaths.  Cancer  caused  7  Deaths,  a  considerable  decrease  over  the  previous  year. 

Infantile  Mortality.— There  were  20  Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Ten  cases  were  notified.  Scarlet  Fever  6,  Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  2. 

School  Closure. — There  are  19  Schools  in  the  District,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  one  of 
them  on  account  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Water  Supply. — The  question  of  Water  Supply  has  come  in  for  a  great  deal  of  attention  during 
the  year.  Four  new  wells  have  been  sunk,  10  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired,  and  1  has  been  closed, 
because  it  appeared  to  be  permanently  polluted.  The  new  houses  erected  have  been  supplied,  5  by  wells, 
■4  by  rain-water  tanks,  and  4  from  private  water-works.  Alderbury  has  a  supply  provided  by  Lord  Eadnor 
and  a  scheme  for  a  similar  supply  for  Bodenham,  Nunton,  and  Odstock  is  under  consideration.  Many 
of  the  houses  at  Winterslow  are  supplied  from  the  private  reservoir  of  Mr.  Clough.  The  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  have  been  carefully  observed. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  system  of  Sewerage  in  any  part  of  the  District.  Household  slops  and  waste 
water  are  dealt  with  by  means  of  cesspools,  by  throwing  them  upon  the  land,  and  by  throwing  them  into 
the  nearest  water-course.  This  latter  proceeding  is  very  bad.  It  directly  pollutes  the  streams,  turning 
them  into  open  sewers,  and  it  robs  the  land  of  valuable  manurial  substances.  Solid  excreta  are  dealt 
with  by  earth  closets,  privies,  and  vaults.  All  these  give  rise  to  nuisance  at  times,  and  during  the  past 
year  six  cases  of  defective  house  drains  have  been  attended  to,  while  the  number  of  cesspools  giving  rise 
to  nuisance  has  been  four.  Only  the  larger  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets,  and  these  rarely 
give  rise  to  trouble.  One  case  has  required  attention  during  the  year  under  review.  In  a  number  of 
cases  privies  have  required  attention,  and,  in  3  cases  privies  which,  opened  directly  into  a  water-course 
have  been  abolished  and  replaced  by  pail-closets.  One  case  of  alleged  river  pollution  received  attention. 
It  was  alleged  that  the  effluent  from  a  certain  workshop  gave  rise  to  a  nuisance.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  .investigated  the  case  and  found  that  the  effluent  was  not  to  blame,  but  rather  the  wholesale 
contamination  of  the  stream  in  question  by  sewage,  and  by  refuse  of  all  sorts  being  thrown  into  it. 
Privies  which  discharged  into  the  stream  were  converted  into  pail-closets,  and  permanent  warning  notices 
were  placed  at  several  spots  along  the  stream  in  question. 

Housing.— 13  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  District,  and  all  these  have  been  supplied  with  a 
satisfactory  water  supply.  Many  minor  defects  have  been  noticed  and  remedied.  A  house  to  house 
inspection  has  been  carried  out  at  West  Harnham,  with  the  result  that  several  defects  were  discovered 
and  remedied.  As  a  rule  the  house  accommodation  throughout  the  District  is  good,  and  a  better  class  of 
new  house  is  being  erected.  One  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  discovered,  and  was  promptly  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  28  Factories  and  21  Workshops  in  the  District. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  84  persons  now  registered  in  the  District  as  engaged  in  the  milk 
trade,  and  all  of  these  are  under  supervision.  During  the  year  there  were  9  contraventions  of  the 
regulations,  and  these  have  been  promptly  dealt  with.  As  a  rule  the  Farms  in  the  District  are  well  kept, 
but  improvements  are  possible  in  the  direction  of  better  water  supplies,  better  ventilation  and  paving  of 
sheds,  and  more  cleanliness  in  the  surrounding  farm  yards.  The  production  of  milk  is  a  very  important 
industry  in  the  District,  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  milk  produced  is  sent  to  large  towns  at  a 
distance. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  is  regularly  inspected,  and  in  addition  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  constantly  traversing  it.  A  house  to  house  inspection  at  West 
Harnham  has  been  carried  out  with  good  results. 
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TETBURY  (Wiltshire  Portion). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  T.  BOND,  M.D. 


Area,  3,271  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  [Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses...  ...  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ,, 

Birth-rate 
Crude  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Birth-rate. — There  were  7  Births,  against  5  in  1905. 

Death-rate. — Of  the  6  Deaths  recorded  during  the  year,  2  occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Long 
Newnton  of  non-residents  in  the  district,  giving  a  corrected  mortality  of  4,  and  as  no  deaths  of  residents 
were  known  to  have  occurred  outside  the  district,  a  corrected  Death-rate  of  12  per  1,000.  The  only 
death  registered  in  the  Zymotic  group  of  diseases  was  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Long  Newnton,  but  though 
there  were  some  cases  of  infection  in  the  parish  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  the  school. 

Infectious  Diseases. — No  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  received  during  the  year,  but  some 
cases  of  Sore  Throat  occurred  among  children  attending  Ashley  School  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
which  made  it  desirable  to  close  it  as  a  matter  of  precaution. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  have  been  built  in  either  parish  during  the  year.  The  cottages  in  both 
parishes  are  generally  in  good  condition,  and  any  tendency  to  overcrowding  is  exceptional. 

Water  Supply. — The  parish  of  Long  Newnton  is  supplied  with  excellent  water  by  a  main  from  a 
reservoir  from  Estcourt  House,  and  the  parish  of  Ashley  has  a  fair  supply  from  wells. 

There  are  no  factories,  workshops,  lodging  houses,  or  slaughterhouses  in  either  parish,  the  needs  of 
the  inhabitants  with  regard  to  the  latter  being  supplied  from  Tetbury. 

Six  persons  are  registered  under  the  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  whose  premises  have  been  kept 
in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


(Census  1891)  408 


356 
77 
4-62 

20-95  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 
17-96 
2-99 

•00  ,,  ,, 

285-71  „  Births 


y  y 


*  5 


yy 


n 


y y 


yy 


yy 


TISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  A.  ENSOR,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  43,562  acres. 


Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1901) 
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( Census  1891)  8597 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

1845 

i 

„  1956 
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Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Births 

Birth-rate. — 177  Births  were  registered,  a  decrease 

on  last 

year’s 

figures  of  18,  and  a  number 

considerably  below  the  yearly  average  (189)  for  the  past  10  years.  The  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate  has 
been  steady  since  the  year  1885.  Five  of  the  Births  during  the  year  were  illegitimate. 
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Death-rate. — Exactly  the  same  number  of  Deaths  occurred  as  in  1905.  53,  or  nearly  half  the  total 
number,  were  over  70  years  of  age,  whilst  of  these  21  were  upwards  of  80  years.  Heart  Disease  and 
Decay  of  Nature  was  responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths.  There  were  8  deaths  from  Cancer. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Of  the  177  children  born  11  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1  year. 

Infectious  Diseases.— There  has  been  an  almost  complete  immunity  from  Infectious  Disease,  one 
case  each  of  Measles,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Diphtheria  being  reported,  and  8  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Of  these, 
the  Measles,  Diphtheria,  and  1  Scarlet  Fever  case  were  undoubtedly  imported  from  outside  the  district. 
During  the  year  Phthisis  and  Measles  have  been  made  notifiable  in  the  district,  notification  of  the  former 
being  voluntary,  and  of  the  latter  compulsory  for  3  years.  Six  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified.  The 
parents  of  a  child  at  Wardour  were  prosecuted  under  Sec.  126  of  the  Public  Health  Act  for  exposing  the 
patient  whilst  in  an  infectious  state  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  a  conviction  was  obtained. 

Water  Supply. — A  scheme  for  supplying  the  neighbourhood  with  water  from  the  Hill  Ground 
springs  has  temporarily  been  abandoned  owing  to  the  possibility  of  contamination  from  some  houses 
near  by,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  utilise  three  strong  springs  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Council  by  a  neighbouring  land  owner.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  quantity 
of  water  available,  as  the  springs  are  estimated  to  be  capable  of  giving  a  daily  flow  of  150,000  gallons, 
and  analyses  have  shown  it  to  be  of  good  quality.  One  new  well  has  been  sunk  during  the  year,  two 
cleansed  and  repaired,  and  20  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis.  There  are  290  houses 
supplied  from  waterworks,  a  number  rather  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  total  number  inhabited. 

Sewerage.- — Improvements  have  been  carried  out  with  regard  to  the  system  of  sewage  disposal  at 
Hindon,  at  a  remarkably  small  cost  to  the  ratepayers.  The  question  of  sewage  disposal  at  Tisbury  is 
one  of  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  limited  area  of  land  at  present  available  and  the  low  level  at  which  it 
is  situated.  The  two  chief  defects  at  present  existing  are  :  (1)  Pollution  of  the  stream  by  an  impure 
effluent  ;  (2)  foul  effluvia  from  the  collecting  tank.  A  plan  is  being  prepared  of  suggested  alterations. 
The  work  of  laying  new  and  relaying  old  drains,  wfflere  this  appears  necessary,  is  being  proceeded  with 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  improvement  in  the  drainage  of  Tisbury  and  of  some  portions  of  the  district  is  very 
marked,  and  where  new  work  has  been  undertaken  it  has  been  brought  into  line  with  modern  require¬ 
ments.  I  would  particularly  mention  in  this  connection  the  improvement  which  has  been  effected  in  the 
drainage  of  two  rows  of  houses  in  High  Street,  Wardour.  The  old  drains  had  been  a  constant  source  of 
trouble  and  annoyance,  smells  were  frequent,  and  sore  throats  amongst  children  living  close  by  were 
common,  whilst  no  provision  was  made  for  dealing  with  the  blockages  which  occurred  from  time  to  time. 
The  w7ork  has  been  very  efficiently  done.” 

Housing.— Accommodation  is,  speaking  generally,  good,  but  exceptions  are  to  be  found,  mainly 
amongst  the  old  cottages,  where  rooms  are  often  small  and  badly  ventilated.  New  cottages  are  usually 
of  good  type.  During  the  year  four  new  houses  have  been  erected,  10  made  fit  for  habitation,  3  closed, 
and  14  limewashed  ;  2  instances  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  and  remedied. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Very  few  manufacturing  industries  are  carried  on,  and  dangerous  trades 
are  not  represented.  All  the  places  are  under  supervision  and  have  been  visited. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  on  the  register  and  under 
inspection  is  158,  as  against  140  in  1905,  and  135  in  1904.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
cordially  acknowledges  the  read}7  w7ay  in  wdiich  milk  producers  in  the  district  have  accepted  and  acted  up 
to  the  suggestions  made  by  Him  for  the  necessary  improvements.  He  fully  realises  that  the  high  standard 
of  the  idealist  is,  at  the  present  time,  and  under  existing  conditions,  unattainable  ;  old  cow-stalls  cannot 
be  brought  up  to  modern  requirements  in  every  respect  except  at  a  prohibitive  cost,  and  water  supplies  to 
all,  although  desirable,  cannot,  under  present  circumstances,  be  provided,  but  there  is  nothing 
unreasonable  in  the  request  that  owners  should  see  that  the  cows’  udders  are  washed  and  the  milkers’ 
hands  cleansed  before  milking  is  commenced.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  satisfied  from  personal 
observation  that  marked  improvement  has  taken  place.  In  connection  with  the  158  premises  on  the 
register  it  was  only  necessary  to  deal  with  11  contraventions  of  the  regulations. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  appears  to  be  efficiently  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
•and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  I.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 


Area  51,894  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

l  hthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate. — 127  Births  were  registered  as  against  116  in  1905. 

Death  rate. — 103  Deaths  were  registered  against  73  in  1905,  but  the  11  persons  belonging  to  the 
District  and  dying  in  the  Workhouse  and  Warminster  Cottage  Hospital,  increased  the  number  of  Deaths 
to  114.  16  persons  died  over  the  age  of  80  years.  One  death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough,  3  from 

Consumption,  and  5  from  Cancer.  , 

Infantile  Death-rate. — 12  Children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  exactly  the  same  number  as 
occurred  in  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Only  4  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  1  Diphtheria,  1  Scarlet 
Fever,  1  Erysipelas,  and  1  Puerperal  Fever. 


Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  the  water  supply  is  varied  and  abundant,  deep 
and  shallow  wells  abound,  as  well  as  natural  springs,  the  latter  are  particularly  noticeable  in  the  parishes 
of  Horningsham,  Oorsley,  and  Sherrington.  In  these  villages  the  springs  are  continuous  throughout  the 
year,  but  in  the  villages  of  Imber  and  Chitterne  the  springs  only  rise  in  winter  or  early  spring,  and  are 
•dependent  on  the  rainfalls,  and  fail  more  or  less  through  the  summer  and  autumn.  The  water  supply 
which  has  served  the  parish  of  Corsley  for  some  years  has  now  been  extended  to  Chapmanslade.  Upton 
Scudamore  has  at  last  a  capital  service  of  water  from  a  deep  well,  from  which  water  is  pumped  into  a 
reservoir  capable  of  holding  about  30,000  gallons,  and  with  the  exception  of  6  cottages,  the  water  was  in 
general  use  and  much  appreciated  by  every  household. 

Sewerage. — The  cottages  at  Stockton  are  improved,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that 
the  drainage  of  Stockton  House  was  discharged  into  the  river,  but  he  believes  steps  are  being  taken  to 
remedy  the  mischief.  The  surface  drainage  of  the  lower  part  of  the  village  of  Godford  is  unsatisfactory. 

FIousing. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  The  cottage  accommodation  is  ample  for  the 
present  population,  and  of  average  quality.  In  some  of  the  villages  there  are  a  number  of  void  cottages, 
and  what  I  particularly  notice  in  my  inspection  of  the  villages  is  that  whereas  a  few  years  ago  I  found  m 
the  majority  of  the  cottages  six,  eight,  or  ten  children,  I  now  find  the  majority  occupied  by  aged  people 
or  families  of  four  or  five  children.  There  are  a  number  of  badly  constructed  cottages  at  Chitterne, 
particularly  at  Bidden  Lane  and  Townsend,  but  many  in  the  latter  locality  are  void.  The  only  factories 
or  workshops  in  the  District  are  a  couple  of  wool  stores,  a  building  for  the  manufacture  of  American 
cloth,  and  a  few  flour  mills.  There  are  blacksmiths’  and  carpenters’  shops  in  most  of  the  villages,  and 
saw  mills  on  the  Longleat  and  Heytesbury  estates.  There  are  no  firms  employing  out-workers,  but  there 
are  a  number  of  people  working  in  the  district  for  a  firm  of  glovers  at  Westbury.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  surroundings,  particularly  in  the 
larger  dairies  where  the  milk  is  sent  off  to  London  and  other  large  towns,  but  in  some  of  the  smaller 
dairies  things  are  not  as  they  ought  to  be.  Greater  cleanliness  is  required  in  the  milkers,  both  as  regards 
their  dress  and  the  state  of  their  hands.  There  are  a  number  of  modern  and  excellent  cowsheds  in  the 
District,  and  constant  inspections  have  made  the  owners  more  careful  as  to  the  state  of  the  roofs,  and  the 
cleanliness  of  the  walls.  In  one  dairy  inspected  during  the  summer,  the  cowshed  was  occupied  by 
over  50  pigs,  placed  their  for  fatting,  and  on  going  there  again  later  it  was  found  the  cows  had  taken  the 
place  of  the  place  of  the  pigs,  but  beyond  thoroughly  washing  out  the  floors,  no  attempt  had  been  made 
to  render  the  sheds  clean  and  sweet  by  limewashing. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Regular  inspection  of  the  whole  district  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


WESTBURY  AND  WHORWELLSDOWN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — WALTER  H.  REED,  M.R.C.S, 


Area,  27,935  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census 

Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ... 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate  ... 

Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate. — This  is  practically  identical  with  that  for  1904  and  1905.  149  Births  were  registered 

in  1906,  as  compared  with  148  in  1905. 

Death-rate. — 86  deaths  were  registered  as  against  70  in  1905. 


Infantile  Mortality. — 16  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  recorded,  being  at  the  rate 
of  107-3  per  1,000  Births. 

Infectious  Diseases.— 44  cases  were  notified,  as  against  25  in  1905,  viz.  :  Diphtheria  11,  Erysipelas 
3,  Scarlet  Fever  7,  Enteric  Fever  1,  Puerperal  Fever  2.  The  Scarlet  Fever  outbreaks  occurred  at  West 
Ashton,  where  23  cases  occurred,  Yarnbrook,  Southwick,  Bratton,  and  Steeple  Ashton.  17  patients 
were  removed  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment.  The  schools  at  West  Ashton  were  closed 
from  November  5th  to  November  26th.  A  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Steeple  Ashton  in 
November,  and  continued  till  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  of  opinion  that 
the  water  supply  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  epidemic.  In  his  report  for  1901  he  expressed  a  hope 
that  Steeple  Ashton  would  have  a  proper  supply  of  water,  but  practically  nothing  has  been  done.  He 
now  urges  most  strenuously  that  a  scheme  should  be  carried  out  at  an  early  date.  I11  four  cases  only 
could  the  diphtheria  patients  be  persuaded  to  be  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Water  Supply. — Samples  from  all  the  wells  at  Steeple  Ashton  were  collected  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and  a  report  on  the  same  presented.  The  majority  were  found  badly  polluted.  The 
water  supply  at  Chapmanslade  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  supplies  both  the  Corsley  and 
Westbury  divisions  of  the  parish. 

Sewerage. — Two  short  sections  of  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Petticoat  Lane  and  Stormore,  Hilton 
Marsh. 

Housing. — Nine  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— 13  are  under  inspection.  The  bakehouses  are  satisfactory. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Owing  to  oid  customs  dying  hard  there  are  still  many  farmers  and 
cowkeepers  in  the  District  who  do  not  realise  the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  connection  with  cowsheds 
and  cowyards.  The  dairies  are  kept  clean,  but  they  are  very  little  used  now. 


WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  54,290  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — 204  Births  were  registered  as  compared  with  159  in  1905,  of  which  109  were  mj 
and  95  females,  an  increase  of  2-6  per  1000  on  the  average  of  the  past  10  years. 

Death-rate. — 105  Deaths  from  all  causes  were  registered  as  against  100  in  1905,  viz.,  56  maid 
49  females.  Of  these  41  occurred  in  the  Bishopstone  Sub-District,  51  in  the  Wilton  Sub-District] 

13  in  the  Workhouse.  Amongst  the  deaths  registered  were:  Whooping  Cough  1,  Epidemic  Influei] 
Erysipelas  1,  Phthisis  6,  Cancer  6,  Bronchitis  8,  and  Heart  Disease  9. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  13  deaths  under  1  year  of  age,  and  the  Infantile  Mortal 
below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 35  cases  were  notified,  20  Scarlet  Fever,  9  Diphtheria,  and  6  Erysil 
The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Wylye,  Dinton,  Wishford,  Bowerchalke,  Stapll 
Barford,  and  South  Newton,  and  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
Baverstock,  Bemerton,  Barford,  and  South  Newton.  During  the  past  year  disinfection  has  been  ci 
out  by  means  of  formalia  vapour  instead  of  sulphur,  and  the  apparatus  has  answered  very  well. 

Water  Supply. — The  public  water  supplies  at  Bemerton,  Quidhampton,  and  Fovant  have  be 
sufficient,  and  the  water  has  been  examined  and  found  of  good  quality  on  each  occasion.  In  view  of  t 
introduction  of  water  closets  and  a  water  borne  system  of  sewerage  at  Quidhampton,  the  extension 
the  water  mains  either  from  Wilton  or  Bemerton  will  become  a  necessity  for  flushing  purposes.  T 
number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  Bemerton  mains  is  276,  and  the  water  pipes  reach  already  within 
short  distance  of  the  beginning  of  Quidhampton.  During  the  past  year  40  samples  of  water  from  wefl! 
and  tanks  have  been  examined,  2  new  wells  were  sunk,  and  3  were  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Sewerage. — 201  house-drains  have  been  laid  or  re-laid,  the  large  increase  being  due  to  Die 
connection  of  the  houses  in  Bemerton  to  the  new  system  of  sewerage  ;  22  have  been  cleansed  or  trap; 

30  new  water  closets  have  been  constructed,  and  5  soil-pipes  have  been  ventilated  ;  2  new  privies 
constructed  and  3  converted  into  pail  closets.  The  streams  and  water  courses  are  in  good  order,  and) 
shortly  the  sewerage  of  the  Workhouse  and  Wilton  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  river.  The  draii 
of  the  houses  in  Bemerton  is  very  steadily  being  connected  with  the  new  sewers.  The  pumping  sti 
and  sewerage  farm  are  in  excellent  working  order,  and,  so  far,  have  not  been  interrupted  by  any  bBc*k 
or  breakdown.  Within  a  month  or  two  the  sewerage  of  Wilton  and  the  Workhouse  will  be  deliverer  to 
the  Bemerton  mains  for  land  treatment. 

Housing. — During  the  year  32  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  in  every  case  proper  water  supply 
vras  provided,  and  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the  District  Council  were  observed  ;  17  houses  were 
rendered  fit  for  habitation  ;  and  70  have  been  cleansed  and  lime  washed.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  abated.  * 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —55  factories,  workshops,  and  bakehouses  are  under  supervision,  aril  5 
were  certified  for  lime-washmg. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 38  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  registered,  and  103  persons  are  engaged  in 
milk  trade  and  are  under  supervision. 
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TABLE  1  A. 


Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  number 
of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of 
Wilts  in  the  year  1906. 


Urban  Districts 

of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

e3 

s 

■4-3 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Total. 

Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions 

Deaths  oi  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
in  District 

- — - - - - - .  _  fl 

Deaths  of  Residents  | 

registered  beyond  5 

District 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Nett. 

s  s 
°  2 

48 

a. 

(2 

No. 

Bate* 

No. 

Bate  per  1000 

Births 

registered 

No. 

Bate* 

No. 

Rate* 

I  Bradford-on-Ayon 

4300 

96 

22-32 

6 

62-50 

41 

9-53 

•  • 

3 

49 

11-39 

Caine  .  •  •  •  •  • 

3438 

79 

22-97 

3 

37*97 

51 

14-83 

12 

9 

4 

42 

12-21 

Chippenham 

5302 

128 

23-16 

9 

70-31 

71 

13-39 

4 

2 

8 

77 

14-52 

Devizes 

6585 

138 

20-95 

11 

79-70 

111 

16-84 

41 

22 

•  • 

89 

13-51 

Malmesbury  . . 

2799 

54 

19-29 

9 

166-66 

49 

17-50 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

49 

17*50 

Marlborough  . . 

3904 

77 

19-72 

5 

64-93 

55 

14-08 

15 

5 

1 

51 

13-05 

Melksham 

1 

2768 

59 

21-31 

•  • 

•  • 

36 

13-00 

3 

3 

•  • 

33 

11-92 

Salisbury 

21495 

466 

21-67 

49 

105*15 

392 

18-23 

125 

79 

•  « 

313 

14-56 

Swindon 

49503 

1472 

29-73 

127 

86-27 

510 

10-30 

41 

12 

5 

503 

10-16 

Trowbridge 

11266 

231 

20-52 

24 

103-98 

167 

15-82 

10 

4 

17 

180 

15-97 

Warminster 

5539 

106 

20*13 

9 

84-90 

100 

18-05 

31 

11 

•  • 

89 

16-05 

Westbury 

3370 

80 

23-73 

5 

62-50 

65 

19-28 

•  • 

0  • 

•  • 

65 

19-28 

Wilton . 

2321 

45 

19-38 

5 

111*11 

28 

12-06 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

28 

12-06 

I  TOTAL  .. 

122590 

3031 

24-72 

262 

86-44 

1676 

13*67 

282 

147 

39 

1568 

12-79  j 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


„  ,  .  _  .  „  .  tflwu  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 

NOTE. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  ^  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 

aetuaHy  occurred  within  the  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

corrected  by  the  subtrac  1  >  hroueht  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness  and  dying  there; 

and  bj  b“n  °U‘  °f  the  diStriCt  “  aC°°Unt  °£  UlneSS’  ' 

have  died  elsewhere. 


TABLE  1  B. 


Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  number 
of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of 


Wilts,  in  the  year  1906. 


Eural  Districts 

of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

Population  Estimated 

1906 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Total. 

Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
in  District 

Deaths  of  Besidents 

registered  beyond 

District 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Nett. 

No. 

Bate* 

No. 

Bate  per  1000 

Births 

registered 

] 

No. 

Bate* 

No. 

Bate* 

Amesbury 

9184 

275 

29-94 

19 

69-09 

121 

13-17 

37 

24 

•  • 

97 

10-56 

Bradford-on-Ayon  . . 

4904 

109 

22-22 

7 

64-22 

70 

14-27 

10 

7 

8 

71 

14-48 

Caine  . .  • .  •  • 

4414 

109 

24-69 

5 

45*87 

58 

13-13 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

68 

15-40 

Chippenham  . . 

18303 

T-< 

CO 

23-54 

31 

71-92 

207 

11-30 

25 

8 

1 

200 

10-92 

Cricklade  and 

11118 

300 

26-98 

31 

103*33 

174 

15*64 

15 

3 

•  • 

171 

15-37 

Wootton  Bassett) 

Devizes . 

12946 

273 

21-07 

16 

58-60 

257 

19-85 

99 

84 

22 

195 

15-06 

Highworth 

14530 

425 

29-24 

58 

136-47 

253 

17*41 

43 

27 

1 

227 

15-62 

Malmesbury  . . 

9632 

266 

27*61 

12 

45-11 

112 

11-62 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

112 

11-62 

Marlborough  . . 

4531 

115 

25-38 

9 

78-26 

58 

12-80 

19 

10 

•  • 

48 

10-59 

Melksham 

4420 

96 

21-72 

9 

93-75 

76 

17*19 

25 

13 

•  • 

63 

14-25 

Mere 

4935 

129 

26-13 

8 

62-01 

71 

14-38 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

71 

14-38 

Pewsey . 

10961 

317 

28-92 

23 

72-55 

151 

13-77 

13 

•  • 

3 

'154. 

14-04 

Ramsbury 

6643 

166 

26-98 

14 

84-33 

71 

10-68 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

79 

11-89 

Salisbury 

9761 

231 

23-66 

20 

86-58 

110 

11-26 

3 

3 

19  i 

126 

12-90 

Tisbury . 

7349 

177 

24-08 

11 

62-14 

110 

14-96 

•  • 

•  • 

110 

14-96 

Warminster 

5616 

127 

22-61 

12 

94-48 

103 

18-34 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

114 

20-29 

Westbury  and  \ 

6207 

149 

24-00 

16 

107-38 

86 

13-85 

•  • 

•  • 

86 

13-85 

Whorwellsdown ) 

Wilton . 

7315 

204 

27-88 

13 

63*72 

105 

14-35 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

105 

14-35 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

334 

7 

20*95 

2 

285-71 

6 

17-96 

2 

2 

4 

11-97 

TOTAL  . . 

153103 

3906 

25-50 

1 

316 

80*09 

2199 

14-36 

207 

181 

83 

2101 

13-72 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 

4 

NOTE. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10,  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness  and  dying  there; 
and  by  the  term  “  Eesidents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and 
have  died  elsewhere. 
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TABLE  2  A.  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1906,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 


Bradford-on-Avon 

Caine 

Chippenham 

Devizes 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham 

Salisbury 

Swindon 

Trowbridge 

Warminster 

Westbury 

Wilton 

TOTAL 


! 

I 

Deaths  from  All  Causes  at  subjoined  ages. 

Mortality  from 

Subjoined  Causes. 

. 

CL 

to 

15 

c3 

c5 

/•s 

W 

H 

er  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

o 

rS 

P 

rC3 

a 

Co 

65  and  upwards. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Wh  oopi  n  g-  C  o  u  gh . 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

Croup.  | 

Fever 

• 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Cholera. 

Plague.  j 

c3 

8 

A 

fH 

c3 

3 

Enteritis. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Other  septic 

diseases. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular  j 

diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant! 

disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

Pleurisy. 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  organs 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

Venereal  diseases. 

Premature  birth. 

Diseases  and  acci¬ 

dents  of  parturition 

Heart  diseases. 

Accidents. 

Suicides. 

All  other  causes. 

All  causes. 

Typhus. 

_ 

Enteric. 

Other  continued 

•  • 

( 

41 

[ 

6 

6 

1 

2 

6 

1 

20 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

•• 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

*  • 

17 

41 

•  • 

51 

4 

1 

2 

1 

16 

27 

1 

1 

6 

•  • 

4 

4 

1 

2 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

25 

51 

•  • 

77 

9 

5 

2 

1 

21 

39 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

5 

5 

3 

2 

4 

i 

2 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

77 

•  • 

89 

11 

1 

6 

6 

31 

34 

1 

1 

•  • 

8 

3 

5 

4 

11 

•• 

2 

•  • 

i 

16 

•  • 

1 

35 

89 

•  • 

49 

9 

3 

1 

•  • 

15 

21 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

•  • 

6 

6 

6 

1 

8 

1 

. . 

12 

49 

•  • 

51 

5 

1 

1 

3 

13 

28 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

I 

8 

2 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

25 

51 

•  • 

36 

1 

1 

1 

18 

15 

3 

•  • 

4 

1 

3 

3 

•  • 

22 

36 

•  • 

314 

48 

15 

10 

16 

114 

111 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

4 

20 

11 

30 

24 

9 

•  • 

10 

5 

•  • 

6 

2 

45 

34 

1 

89 

314 

•  • 

510 

■ 

127 

64 

21 

28 

162 

108 

•  • 

1 

16 

7 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

22 

•  • 

1 

3 

37 

21 

38 

35 

27 

1 

•  • 

13 

19 

\ 

65 

20 

1 

158 

510 

•  • 

180 

24 

10 

4 

6 

50 

86 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

4 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

1 

2 

•  • 

2 

7 

5 

22 

12 

14 

•  • 

3 

2 

•  • 

5 

1 

28 

1 

1 

57 

180 

•  • 

100 

9 

•  • 

5 

6 

29 

51 

2 

2 

11 

2 

11 

9 

2 

1 

3 

«  • 

8 

3 

•  • 

43 

100 

•  • 

65 

5 

2 

•  • 

2 

26 

30 

1 

1 

7 

12 

1 

•  * 

3 

5 

2 

•  • 

36 

65 

•  • 

28 

5 

3 

1 

•  • 

10 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

; 

5 

•  • 

9 

28 

•  • 

1591 

262 

112 

55 

72 

511 

579 

•  • 

1 

1 

18 

14 

21 

4 

•  • 

2 

2 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

35 

27 

2 

5 

I 

12 

i 

109 

50 

141 

124 

77 

I 

3 

14 

22 

39 

10 

■  CO 

o 

o 

68 

4 

574 

1591 
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TABLE  2  B.— Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1906,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 


Names  or  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 


Deaths  from  All  Causes  at  subjoined  ages. 


Amesbury 
Bradford-on- Avon 
Caine 

Chippenham 

Cricklade  and  \ 
Wootton  Bassett) 

Devizes 

Highworth 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham 

Mere 

Pewsey 

Ramsbury 

Salisbury 

Tisbury 

Warminster 

Westbury  and 
Whorwellsdown 

Wilton 

Tetbury  - 

(Wilts  Portion) 


TOTAL  . . 


Total  at  all  ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

— 

65  and  upwards. 

97 

19 

3 

j 

4 

3 

| 

24  j 

44 

70 

7 

2 

1 

3 

18 

39 

58 

5 

2 

*  • 

! 

•  • 

17 

34 

200 

31 

12 

4 

8 

40 

105 

171 

31 

12 

8 

6 

49 

65 

195 

16 

15 

6 

14 

58 

86 

253 

58 

CO 

03 

• 

8 

11 

77 

76 

112 

12 

6 

2 

6 

32 

54 

57 

9 

1 

•  • 

1 

22 

24 

76 

9 

3 

2 

6 

21 

35 

71 

8 

1 

•  • 

6 

12 

44 

154 

24 

I 

2 

8 

1 

45 

74 

79 

14 

4 

2 

3 

18 

38 

126 

20 

8 

5 

2 

32 

59 

110 

12 

:  * 

1 

3 

30 

60 

103 

12 

4 

2 

7 

28 

50 

86 

16 

3 

1 

5 

27 

34 

105 

13 

5 

1 

5 

15 

66 

4 

2 

1 

•  a 

•  • 

•  ■ 

1 

2127 

- 

318 

►a- 

to 

55 

90 

565 

988 

Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes. 


x 

o 

& 


a 

m 


Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping-Cough. 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

Croup. 

Fever. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Cholera. 

Plague. 

Dial  rhma. 

Enteritis. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas: 

Other  septic 

diseases. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 

diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 

disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

Pleurisy. 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  organs 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver.l 

Venereal  diseases. 

Premature  birth. 

Diseases  and  acci¬ 

dents  of  parturition 

Heart  diseases. 

Accidents. 

Suicides. 

All  other  causes. 

All  causes. 

Typhus. 

Enteric. 

Other  continued 

[ 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

7 

3 

8 

a  a 

•  • 

a  a 

8 

.. 

19 

3 

a  a 

40 

97 

1  j 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

•• 

6 

14 

3 

a  a 

3 

3 

•  • 

2 

a  a 

7 

3 

1 

16 

70 

2 

1 

2 

a  a 

6 

8 

2 

1 

14 

. . 

.  . 

23 

58 

3 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

a  a 

1 

10 

2 

15 

14 

10 

1 

2 

2 

a  a 

4 

*• 

22 

5 

•  • 

92 

200 

2 

! 

6 

2 

5 

a  a 
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16 

6 

7 

11 

11 

1 

2 

1 

.  . 

5 

•  • 

26 

2 

2 

66 

171 

4 

3 

2 
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•  a 
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•  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 
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7 

4 

15 

16 

17 

2 

1 

5 

2 

25 

s 

a  a 

81 

195 

3 

•  • 

2 
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1 
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•  • 

13 

4 

a  a 

3 

26 

11 

13 

15 

16 

2 

6 

1 

13 

4 

38 

8 

1 

74 

253 

1 

1 

7 

4 

7 

14 

5 

1 

•• 

18 

2 

a  a 

52 
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1 
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5 

6 

5 
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7 

3 
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30 

57 

j 

3 
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1 
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3 
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6 

3 

7 

1 
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1 

•• 

11 1 

** 
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39 

76 

2 
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1 
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3 

1 

7 

9 

3 

1 

9 

1 

34 

71 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 

. . 

•  • 

6 

3 

1 

1 

a  a 

10 

8 

16 

9 

5 

1 

3 

a  a 

7 

1 

29 

3 

1 

50 

154 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

7 

3 

•  * 

4 

2 

7 

1 

a  a 

39 

79 

•  • 

. . 

I 
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1 
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•  • 
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1 
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8 

2 

7 

9 

8 

1 
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1 

1 

2 

1 

17 

7 

a  a 

61 

126 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 

•  a 

1 

•  a 

2 

a  a 

a  a 

6 

1 

8 

9 

4 

1 
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•  • 

■  • 

1 

a  a 

18 

3 

1 

51 

110 

1 

1 

a  a 

1 

3 

4 

5 

15 

5 

7 

l 

26 

2 

2 

29 

103 

1 

4 

2 

6 

5 

1 
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17 
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50 

86 

1 

5 
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1 

9 

3 
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55 
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1 
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2 

4 

6 

7 

25 

4 

1 

30 
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•  • 

30 

22 

6 

7 

126 

50 

1 
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175 

107 

4 

14 

17 

2 

69 

13 
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50 

9 
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TABLE  3  A.  Table  of  New  Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1906,  in  the  Urban 
Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities  ;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total 

number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases;  also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 
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Distri  fc  ~  a  6  °  NeW  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 

e  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities ;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent 


the  year  1906,  in 
to  Hospital  and 


the  Rural 
the  total 


number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases ;  also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 
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<o 
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P 
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O 

o 
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1 

CD 

P 

ft 

■ 
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S3 

c6 

Sh 

rO 

a 

CD 

2 

Erysipelas 

ft 

<D 

<s 

O 

m 

ft 

CO 

3 

A 

ft 

EH 
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O 

•rH 

u 

<D 
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£ 

fc 
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CD 

P 

S3 

•  rH 

-ft» 

S3 

O 

O 

e3 

Sh 

CD 

ft 

Sh 

o> 

3 

ft 

Amesbury  . 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

24 

\ 

5 

' 

•  • 

17 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bradford-on- Avon 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

30 

4 

4 

20 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

20 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

•  • 

l 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Caine  . 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

12 

3 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

6 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  0 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Chippenham  . 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

65 

2 

10 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

43 

2 

1 

4 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

23 

1 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

18 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  0 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

21 

11 

•  • 

3 

•  * 

7 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

6 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

0  0  1 

•  • 

Devizes  . . 

Total  cases  reported 

76 

7 

13 

54 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

57 

7 

•  • 

•  . 

50 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

8 

2 

2 

4 

Deaths  in  hospital 

5 

2 

•  0 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Highworth 

Total  cases  reported 

131 

16 

6 

109 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

117 

15 

•  • 

102 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

— 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

Malmesbury 

Total  cases  reported 

23 

3 

3 

16 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

“ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Marlborough 

Total  cases  reported 

16 

6 

2 

8 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

12 

4 

■  • 

1 

7 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

! 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Melksham 

Total  cases  reported 

11 

2 

2 

7 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

m  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Mere  •  •  •  * 

Total  cases  reported 

35 

5 

5 

24 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

- 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

-- 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Pewsey  . . 

Total  cases  reported 

22 

4 

9 

9 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Ramsbury 

Total  cases  reported 

7 

•  • 

6 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Salisbury  . 

Total  cases  reported 

10 

2 

2 

6 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

Total  deaths 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Tisbury . 

Total  cases  reported 

10 

• 

1 

•  • 

8 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

Warminster 

Total  cases  reported 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

i 

•  • 

.. 

•  • 

Total  deaths 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

»  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

44 

11 

3 

•  • 

27 

•  • 

1 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

t  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1  Wilton . 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

35 

1 

9 

•  • 

6 

1 

20 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

.. 

•  • 

•  t 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Tetbury  . 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  0 

•  • 

•  0 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1  TOTAL 

Total  cases  reported 

•  • 

576 

•  • 

•  • 

100 

•  • 

74 

384 

8 

•  • 

10 

Cases  treated  in  hospital  244 

•  • 

•  • 

39 

1 

203 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

*  * 

Total  deaths 

•  • 

17 

*  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

6 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

1  Deaths  in  hospital 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

m  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1906,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department. 


Names  of 
Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 


Prevention  of 
Infectious  Disease 
under  direction  of 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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Water 
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Privies  and 
Ashpits. 


Bradford-on-Ayon 

28 

14 

19 

16 

Caine  . . 

5 

5 

Chippenham 

52 

50 

DeYizes 

14 

8 

5 

•  • 

Malmesbury 

3 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

Marlborough 

35 

36 

24 

36 

•  • 

Melksham 

10 

10 

1 

•  • 

Salisbury 

53 

41 

27 

7 

Swindon 

361 

420 

322 

578 

•  . 

Trowbridge 

67 

50 

47 

52 

Warminster 

21 

12 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

Westbury 

9 

9 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

Wilton 

37 

16 

•  • 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1906,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Names  of 

Localities 

adopted  for  the 

purpose  of 

these  Statistics. 

Prevention  of 
Infectious  Disease 
under  direction  of 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Houses. 

Overcrowding.  j 

No.  of  Cases  inquired  into. 

No.  of  Houses  Disinfected  and 
Cleansed. 

No.  of  Patients  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Lots  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  &c., 
Disinfected  or  Destroyed. 

Cases  of  Illegal  Exposure  reported. 

No.  erected  (if  information 
obtainable). 

No.  made  fit  for  Habitation. 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  Habitation. 

No.  cleansed  and  Limewashed. 

No  of  Cases  abated. 

No.  Laid  or  Belaid. 

Amesbury 

24 

18 

30 

3 

3 

47 

5 

7 

Bradford-on-AYon 

30 

19 

18 

19 

5 

1 

1 

Caine  . . 

14 

3 

4 

1 

Chippenham 

33 

20 

31 

4 

Cricklade  and 

13 

5 

13 

11 

5 

3 

14 

9 

17 

Wootton  Bassett ) 

Devizes 

9 

20 

3 

10 

2 

5 

Highworth 

98 

89 

89 

89 

33 

3 

61 

2 

113 

Malmesbury 

23 

20 

1 

20 

2 

Marlborough 

2 

13 

12 

13 

1 

Melksham 

11 

9 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

Mere 

45 

37 

•  • 

3 

2 

3 

2 

14 

2 

25 

Pewsey 

130 

11 

1 

9 

3 

1 

6 

3 

Ramsbury 

10 

7 

•  • 

7 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

1 

Salisbury 

4 

3 

•  ♦ 

* 

13 

1 

2 

Tisbury 

9 

7 

•  • 

9 

1 

4 

10 

3 

14 

2 

27 

Warminster 

4 

4 

•  • 

4 

2 

4 

Westbury  and 

21 

21 

21 

.  # 

9 

9 

Whorwellsdown  f 

Wilton  '  . . 

35 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

* 

32 

17 

•  • 

70 

3 

201 

2 

1 

Tetbury 

(Wilts  Portion) 

TOTAL  ♦  - 

493 

305 

126 

198 

• 

197 

63 

18 

248 

40 

412 

House  Drains. 

Water 

Closets. 

Privies  and 
Ashpits.  • 

Scavenging. 

I 

4 

>-» 

0 

I 

on 

N  uisances. 

Offensive 

Trades. 

Water  Supply. 

Slaughter 

Houses. 

Dairies 

and 

Cowsheds. 

Factories, 
Workshops, 
and  Bakehouses. 

Lodging 

Houses. 

No.  of  Seizures  as  unfit  for  Food 

Consumption. 

No.  cf  Cases  of  Removal  on  Animals  kept  so  as 

Notice.  to  be  aNuisance. 

XT  ,  ,  I  Accumulation  of 

No.  of  Removal..  'offensive  Rubbish. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Cleric: 

Worl 

al 

c. 

No.  Cleansed,  Trapped,  and 

Ventilated 

No.  of  Defective  Waste  Pipes 

rectified. 

No.  of  Insanitary  Lavatories, 

Sinks,  and  Urinals  rectified. 

No.  of  Dumbwells  rectified. 

No  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided. 

No.  Bepaired,  Ventilated,  and 

supplied  with  Flush  Cisterns. 

No.  of  additional  Privies  and 

Ashpits  provided. 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or 

Slop  Closets. 

No.  converted  to  Pail-Closets. 

No.  Bepaired. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  from  which 

Befuse  removable  by  the  Authority. 

Total  No.  of  Privies  and  Ashpits 

Cleansed. 

Total  No.  of  Portable  Beceptacles 

Cleansed. 

Total  No.  of  Loads  of  Ashes  and 

Excrement  Bemoved. 

Total  No.  of  Loads  of  Ashes  and 

Befuse  Bemoved. 

No.  of  New  Dust  Beceptacles 

provided. 

1 

l 

' 

a 

p 

6 

£ 

No.  Abated. 

No.  under  Observation. 

- - - - 

No.  Improperly  Conducted. 

No.  of  Wells  sunk. 

No.  of  Wells  Cleansed  and 

Bepaired. 

No.  of  Wells  Closed  as  Polluted. 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  from 

Waterworks  (during  year). 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis. 

No.  Begistered  or  Licensed. 

No.  Begularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleaned  and  Bepaired. 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade 

now  on  Begister,  under  Supervision. 

No  of  Contravention  of  Acts, 

Orders,  and  Bye-laws  dealt  with. 

No.  of  Infected  Milk  Supplies 

reported  by  the  Inspector. 

No.  under  Inspection. 

No.  Certified  for  Lime-washing 

by  Inspector. 

No.  of  Insanitary  Conditions 

dealt  with  as  Nuisances. 

6  ^3 

A:  ^ 

-  A 
cc  Jz 

P  H 

O  C4-H 

co  c 

QJ  r-l 

T  CD 
-H  0 

Sc 

r>-<  c5 

.z  3 

O  -*— > 

O  g 

II 

No.  on  Begister. 

No.  Begularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleansed  and  Bepaired. 

No.  taken. 

No.  of  Convictions  obtained. 

No.  of  Cases  withdrawn  or 

Dismissed. 

No.  of  Notices  served. 

No.  of  Not’ces  complied  with. 

|  No.  of  Notices  Outstanding. 
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27 

87 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

19 

5 

7 

•  • 

5 

5 

640 
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13 

1 

7 

6 

6 
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18 

1 

1 
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18 
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11 
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23 
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5 

23 

7 

•  • 
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•  • 

28 

9 

46 

50 

242 

96 

.  . 

214 

88 

83 

•  • 

4 

27 

4 

200 

40 

2 

1 

2 

17 

10 

1390 

82 

17 

17 

206 

15 

132 

113 

1 

1 

136 

132 

4 

5 

5 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
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6 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

72 

15 

1 

25 

25 

4 

•  • 

6 

3 

•  • 

16 

20 

2 

2 

10 

13 

2 

4 

•  • 

20 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

72 

22 

6 

1 

6 

81 1 

74 
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2 

3 

7 

2 

7 

5 

11 

•  • 

39 

11 

180 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

49 

•  • 

18 

6 

45 

49 

47 

2 

3 

12 

2 

10 

2 

18 

22 

1 

1 

1 
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•  • 
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6 
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14 
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8 

8 
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30 

30 
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3 

2 

1 

1 

58 

58 
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19 

19 

3 

76 

66 

10 

14 

9 

18 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

1 

19 

3 

5 

5 

2 

70 

;  .  . 
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•  • 
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2 

2 
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*  * 
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5 
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.. 
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2 

•  • 
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•• 

" 

4 

289 

3 
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105 

138 

31 

66 

10 

135 
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11 
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119 

19 

2824 

240 
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107 
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OBSERVERS  &  STATIONS. 

Height  above 
sea  level. 

Dr.  BEDDOE,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 

The  Chantry, 

Bradford-on- Avon. 

130  feet 

A.  J.  BEAYEN,  Esq., 

Holt, 

Near  Bradford-on-Avon. 

120  feet 

E.  W.  KNATCHBULL,  Esq., 
Winsley  Manor, 

Near  Bradford-on-Avon. 

400  feet 

H.  WILKINS,  Esq., 

Caine. 

244  feet 

Rev.  Y.  F.  RANSOME, 

Compton  Bassett, 

Caine. 

400  feet 

J.  IRELAND  BOWES,  Esq., 

Wilts  County  Asylum, 

Deyizes. 

385  feet 

J.  C.  ALSOP,  Esq.,  M.A., 

Marlborough  College. 

460  feet 

Mr.  T.  CHALLIS, 

Wilton  House, 

Near  Salisbury. 

180  feet 

JAMES  BRISTOL,  Esq., 

The  Academy, 

Tisbury. 

380  feet 

F.  J.  WARDALE,  Esq., 

Shrewton. 

322  feet 

H.  J.  HAMP,  Esq., 

Wroughton  Water  Works, 

Swindon. 

450  feet 

Mr.  W.  STRUGNELL,  F.R.H.S., 
Rood  Ashton, 

Near  Trowbridge. 

.  250  feet 

JOHN  WALLIS  TITT,  Esq., 

Rock  Yilla, 

Warminster. 

400  feet 

H.  T.  COOKSON,  Esq., 

Sturford  Mead, 

Warminster. 

449  feet 

STILES  E.  JEFFERYS,  Esq., 

Rye  Hill,  Hill  Deyerill, 

Near  Warminster. 

466  feet 

TROWBRIDGE  WATER  CO., 

Biss  Bottom,  Upton  Scudamore, 
Near  Warminster. 

311  feet 

L 

KKiHWKi*  la  for  Wiltshire,  yej^r  190©. 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
dumber  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 


Mean  amount  collected  in  inches 
Mean  number  of  days  it  fell . . 


J  anuary 

February 

March 

4*13 

2*17 

1-57 

*57 

•38 

•45 

21 

19 

14 

4*34 

2-32 

1°80 

•55 

•44 

*43 

24 

21 

19 

4 ’40 

2-16 

1-75 

•80 

•31 

•46 

24 

22 

17 

4*55 

2*12 

1*64 

•69 

•42 

•43 

16 

16 

14 

4-92 

2-70 

1*76 

22 

22 

17 

4-10 

2-30 

1-36 

•53 

•41 

•40 

22 

18 

15 

4’06 

2*39 

1*43 

•47 

•29 

•31 

21 

21 

14 

7-000 

3*125 

1*215 

1-010 

•400 

•240 

22 

19 

17 

7-10 

3*50 

1*87 

1*01 

•57 

*57 

20 

19 

10 

6-01 

4*30 

1*49 

•64 

•79 

*30 

22 

21 

16 

4*225 

2*085 

1*425 

•53 

•27 

•395 

20 

18 

13 

4*39 

2-71 

1*56 

•44 

•40 

•38 

23 

20 

16 

7*74 

3-75 

2-08 

•90 

•52 

•42 

22 

16 

12 

5-55 

3'09 

1*87 

*64 

•59 

•28 

22 

19 

18 

6-30 

3-48 

2-06 

°73 

*52 

•46 

25 

20 

17 

5*51 

3-22 

1-72 

•63 

•53 

•30 

23 

16 

17 

5-27 

2-83 

1-66 

21*8 

19*1 

15*3 

April 

May 

June 

1*25 

1-63 

3*10 

•25 

•38 

1-22 

12 

16 

6 

1*42 

1*78 

3-40 

•27 

•34 

1*28 

13 

20 

11 

1-36 

2-21 

2*98 

•27 

•43 

1*21 

12 

18 

7 

0*90 

1-82 

3*57 

•31 

•41 

1-75 

10 

13 

10 

0-95 

2*1 

2-59 

io 

15 

io 

1*17 

1-91 

2*70 

•30 

•48 

1-52 

11 

15 

10 

0-91 

1*64 

3*04 

•48 

•36 

1-30 

15 

17 

7 

0*995 

1*515 

2*515 

•275 

•720 

1-145 

10 

18 

7 

1*38 

5-24 

2*24 

•41 

1-97 

•97 

8 

17 

6 

1-49 

2-42 

2*91 

•33 

•63 

1*10 

12 

18 

6 

0*755 

1*770 

3*115 

*20 

•33 

1*81 

10 

16 

7 

1-06 

1*61 

1-96 

•24 

•26 

1-43 

10 

17 

9 

1*55 

2*73 

2*96 

•43 

*58 

•56 

9 

13 

8 

1*48 

2*28 

2*58 

•28 

•40 

1-36 

12 

19 

9 

1*54 

3*56 

2-65 

•45 

1*05 

1*28 

11 

18 

10 

1*43 

2-30 

2-58 

•38 

•49 

1-49 

12 

18 

10 

1*22 

2-28 

2-80 

10-6 

16-7 

J 

8*3 

July  August  September 


0*680 

•36 

8 


1*475 

*47 

12 


Mean  Rainfall  for  the  County  of  Wilts 
Mean  Number  of  Days  upon  which  rain  fell 


31-64  inches 
181-4  days 


r  October 

Novembe 

r  Decembe] 

r  Totals  for  the 

Year  1906. 

5*54 

2-82 

2-01 

27*94  inches 

•80 

•78 

•40 

24 

19 

15 

172  days 

5-49 

3-37 

2-31 

29*82  inches 

•82 

•89 

•60 

25 

22 

17 

212  days 

5-78 

3*05 

1-88 

29’53  inches 

•95 

•72 

*36 

26 

23 

16 

192  days 

5*97 

3-69 

1*79 

29-72  inches 

•96 

1-17 

•38 

22 

14 

12 

149  days 

6*00 

4-33 

2-01 

31*46  inches 

26 

25 

* - - 

•  • 

18 

192  days 

5*71 

3*19 

1-57 

27‘38  inches 

•82 

•89 

•49 

26 

19 

12 

175  days 

5*54 

3-17 

2-40 

27*92  inches 

•86 

•75 

•44 

25 

21 

19 

176  days 

6*585 

1-140 

4-510 

1-000 

2*275 

•440 

32*105  inches 

26 

20 

21 

192  days 

6*51 

4-33 

2-13 

38*27  inches 

•89 

1*13 

•38 

22 

16 

13 

160  days 

6-75 

•94 

3-82 

•82 

2*70 

•47 

35*07  inches 

23 

21 

20 

188  days 

5-170 

•83 

3*765 

1-25 

1*73  ' 
•33 

26*985  inches 

24 

14 

17 

167  davs 

6-47 

•90 

3*26 

•85 

2*06 

•35 

28*43  inches 

25 

21 

17 

1 88  d  avs 

8-30 

1-10 

2-82 

1-50 

2-36 

•38 

38*10  inches 

22 

14 

12 

155  days 

6*80 

•97 

3-94 

•86 

1-97 

•33 

33*14  inches 

28 

21 

15 

200  days 

6-87 

1-20 

4-55 

1*08 

2-35 

•45 

37*57  inches 

27 

26 

16 

204  days 

7-00 

1*11 

3-80 

1-09 

2-07 

•35 

32*89  inches 

22 

18 

15 

183  days 

6-28 

3*65 

2-10 

31*64  inches 

24*4 

19*6 

15-9 

181*4  days 

